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MAYO, KATHERINE, Mother India, first published 1927, 26th printing: July 1930. Since then? Indexed, 452pp, in PP 1443/44: 1-108. - Ulrich von Beckerath, 1882-1969 recommended this book to me, as one NOT viewing India through rose-coloured glasses. Then I never got around to read more than a few chapters. Long after his death, I did finally get around to photocopy the whole book, from what was accessible to me of his former library, and even then I only skim-read it - until recently, when I finally read the whole. Ulrich von Beckerath was right. It is an important book although not an explicitly libertarian one. It severely criticizes one religion, orthodox Hinduism, and what it has done to the Indian people, those following this faith. At least one religion is shown as then still all too popular, as degenerating rather than improving man, women and children. Have Amnesty International and the U.N. ever criticized these human rights violations? - Have even parliamentarism, the welfare State, the bureaucracy, been as disabling, then and there? - Have similar religious and sexual practices done similar harm in other countries and other religious and ethnic communities? At least in some parts of Africa child slavery does still exists. - This book has been out of print for all too long. I did not see it for decades of book hunting - but then I rarely ever browsed through sections on India. If you are lucky then you can still find a second-hand copy in these sections. How can a book that that was once a bestseller become so much a non-seller, that it is allowed to get out of print? Note, however, that at least by 1985 Greenwood Press offered a reprint for 21 UK Pounds or $ 22.50. - The atrocious conditions reported by K. Mayo have probably been somewhat improved by now - but not yet enough, as one of today's clippings showed me and a talk yesterday with a Hindu couple, who also said that among the poor in India e.g. child marriages are still widely practised. - Was competition from other religions and whatever enlightenment that was provided by atheism, rationalism, humanism, agnosticism, not strong enough to reduce this degree of ignorance and prejudice? Would exterritorial autonomy in all spheres be required, there, too, and would it suffice, to bring about positive changes fast? Judging by this book and various other hints, I would not pick upon India as a starting place for introducing individual liberties widely. It still seems to be held back by religions, especially by orthodox Hinduism, as was Europe, in the Middle Ages, by Christianity. From China a number of monetary freedom experiments were reported. I still have to hear of a single one in India. - Apparently, not even any open air speaking centre was possible there, so far. One can only suppose that, most likely, it would have led to bloodshed. - But the very caste system of India has also an important lesson to teach: Very different kinds of groups CAN COEXIST peacefully in the same country. Its worst features were the coercion and the privileges involved. If it had been a voluntary rather than an involuntary (by birth) segregation and if free scope had been left to voluntary integration, for those who liked it, rather than trying to spread compulsory integration, e.g. in the public service, then and under these conditions, the caste system might have promoted liberty and progress rather than oppression and exploitation. And it could have been extended to all kinds of other groups and communities - even while e.g. Western "civilization" would have spread among those who liked them. - A number of writers have asked: How much further would India have developed - if at least most of its silver and gold had been coined out rather than being hoarded or used as jewellery. Perhaps only Ulrich von Beckerath went beyond that suggestion with his proposal that every money lender in India should be permitted to become a free banker, issuing his own optional, i.e. refusable and market rated banknotes, under freedom of choice for value standards, too. The interest rate, at least for black market loans, appears to be still around 120% p.a.! At least for turnover credits it could then have been rapidly reduced to 1% p.a., or even less. - Traditional communistic sharing practices within the extended families, as well as the practice of excessive expenditures upon celebrations, would have to be discontinued by those who would want to build up, own, retain and manage productive capital. These and probably many other abuses would have to be ended, too. Mayo just concentrates on some. Some notes on how to promote rapid development in India through monetary freedom can be found in PP 415 & 740. - J.Z., 9/97.
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