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DUTY

(In the microfiche of PEACE PLANS 590 this segment covered pages 498 to 502.

Here I included, instead, the somewhat extended entries of Slogans for Liberty, D, Duty. - J.Z., 05.)

DUTIES: I do not demand that you give up all the pleasures and obligations of your private and professional lives - but that you also recognize and fulfill your duties as a moral and rational human being. - J.Z., 28.4.83.

DUTY & FREEDOM: A Debtor's Duty: Let me state my conclusion at the outset and then try to explain it. I may do whatever suits my personal fancy so long as no offense is done to what I owe others. - Leonard E. Read, Talking to Myself, 100.

DUTY & HONESTY: To live honestly is to hurt no one and to give every one his due. - Lysander Spooner, Natural Law, Sec. I.

DUTY & JUSTICE, MORALITY: Justice is the sum of all moral duty. - Godwin, in Sprading, 102.

DUTY & LOYALTY: The two highest achievement of the human mind are the two concepts of "loyalty" and "duty". Whenever these twin concepts fall into disrepute - get out of there fast! You may possibly save yourself, but it is too late to save that society. It is doomed. - Robert Heinlein, Time Enough for Love, 247.

DUTY & MONETARY FREEDOM: One may, with Ulrich von Beckerath, even speak of a duty to utilize the own monetary issue, clearing and credit capacities rather than parasitically using those provided by others for their purposes. - J.Z., 16.10.96.

DUTY & OBLIGATION: There is no growth except in the fulfillment of obligation. - Saint-Exupéry, Flight to Arras, 1942, 20, tr. Lewis-Galantière. (J.Z.: None in recognition and practice of individual rights and liberties? - J.Z., 13.11.05.)
DUTY & PANARCHISM: My first duty is to myself. My second duty is to my family. My third duty is to my country. - Dr. David Cunningham. - (J.Z.: The third applies only if it is a self-chosen country, with a self-chosen government or self-chosen free community, from which one could divorce oneself, if one wanted to. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY & RIGHTS, POLITICS, POLITICIANS, RULERS, CITIZENS: Political Hocus-Pocus: The first duty of a citizen is to see through the deceptive jargon of would-be-rulers. - Leonard E. Read, Castles in the Air. - Especially on presumed "duties" of citizens towards and "rights" of rulers. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY & RIGHTS: Duties require merely respect for the rights of others. - J.Z., 20.9.74.

DUTY & RIGHTS: Every one of these rights entails a duty, true, - but he duty is only that of forbearance - that is of refraining from violating the other person's right. - D.M. Kulkarni, THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN, May 1975.

DUTY & RIGHTS: One trouble with the world is that so many people who stand up vigorously for their rights fall down miserably on their duties. - Grit, quoted in THE READER'S DIGEST, June 1966. (J.Z.: Are there really so many people who know and stand up for their rights? - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY & RIGHTS: The Right I owe you is precisely the right you owe me: to be free of interference in all peaceful and creative activities. - Leonard E. Read, Who's Listening? 

DUTY & RIGHTS: Thus he must not only be self-responsible but, at the same time, understand that he owes to others no infringements on their rights. - Leonard E. Read, Then Truth Will Out, 2.

DUTY & THE INITIATION OF FORCE, JUSTICE: No man has any duty towards his fellow men except to refrain from the initiation of violence. Nothing is due a man in strict justice but what is his own. - Rutherford, Institutes of Natural Law, 1/388.

DUTY & THE SENSE OF DUTY DONE: The Sense of  Duty Done: I honor any man who in the conscious discharge of his duty dares to stand alone; the world, with ignorant, intolerant judgment, may condemn; the countenance of relatives may be averted, and the hearts of friends grow cold; but the sense of duty done shall be sweeter than the applause of the world, the countenances of relatives or the heart of friends. - Charles Sumner, quoted in THE FREEMAN, 12/73.

DUTY & WAR: "Then why don't they stop fighting?" - "They can't", Wentworth said. "They're ordinary human beings, and ordinary human beings never do what they should. They're gamblers, gambling with human lives. Only a mighty smart gambler knows enough to stop when he should. Ordinary gamblers go right ahead risking all their resources - risking ruin, even - when they haven't a chance to win." - Kenneth Roberts, Oliver Wiswell, 394.

DUTY OF SUPPORTING ONESELF & SOCIETY: Every man and woman in society has one big duty. That is, to take care of his or her own self. This is a social duty. For, fortunately, the matter stands so that the duty of making the best of one's self individually is not a separate thing from the duty of filling one's place in society, but the two are one, and the latter is accomplished when the former is done. The common notion, however, seems to be that one has a duty to society, as a special and separate thing, and that this duty consists in considering and deciding what other people ought to do.- William Graham Sumner, On minding one's own business. - Also in: What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton Printers, 1954, p. 98.

DUTY TO REVOLT, RESIST, REBEL: One of anarchism's most pronounced characteristics is its insistence that the slave is not only entitled to rise up against his master and overthrow him if he can but that he actually has a duty to do so. - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 8.

DUTY TO SOCIETY OR TO WORK FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUST, FREE & PEACEFUL SOCIETY, MYOB: There is a matter of transcendental importance that I believe is everybody's business: the structuring of a good society! Were we to concentrate on this aspect of our own business as much as we are inclined to meddle in what is surely none of our business, a good society would be a viable prospect. Why all of this emphasis on the good society? It is the environment prerequisite to individual fulfillment. And that is your business - and mine! - The need for a good society is and always has been low on the list of popular human cravings and aspirations. Yet, there is no other subject since the dawn of history about which more has been written. Here is a matter that is everybody's business, but relatively few recognize their responsibility. - Leonard E. Read, Having My Way, 25. - Read, too, failed to extend the concept of a good society to societies that are voluntaristic and exterritorially autonomous. He remained to the end a territorialist, although in favor of mini-government or limited government on the territorial model and favoring monetary freedom rather than monetary despotism. - J.Z., 20.5.00.

DUTY TOWARDS ONESELF, HEALTH: The preservation of health is a duty. Few seem conscious that there is such a thing as physical morality. - Herbert Spencer. - But it is only a duty one owes to oneself, not to others - unless they are minor family dependents. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY TOWARDS ONESELF, INDIVIDUALITY: It is the duty of each and every one to maintain his individuality. "This above all, to thine own self be true, and it must follow as the night the day, thou canst not then be false to any man." - Robert G. Ingersoll, quoted in Sprading, 276, Quoting Shakespeare, I believe, Polonius to his son, in Hamlet.

DUTY TOWARDS ONESELF: One of the many duties: to be honest towards oneself. Then to be true to oneself. Then to make the best of oneself, instead of just "living", gratifying one's senses, like a plant or an animal. - J.Z., 29.6.84, 20.5.00.

DUTY VS. THE LAW: Darrow considered positive law as being far from sacred. "To violate law is often the highest, most sacred duty than can devolve upon the citizen," he wrote. The fact is, Darrow argued, "The world worships and venerates many of its dead because they violated law. Every new religion, every social advancement has been carried out in violation of human law. - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 356, on Clarence Darrow.

DUTY, CHARITY, GROUP TRAP, CARING FOR OTHERS, FOREIGN AID: Another variation of the Group Trap is the assumption that you're responsible for people who are starving in other parts of the world. You could work for the rest of your life to change that - but your effort would never make a noticeable dent in the problem. - You're in the Group Trap, too, any time you assume that someone can speak on behalf of anyone but himself. When someone tells you that you owe something to your country, to what is he referring? Your "country" consists of more than 200 million individuals with different attitudes, desires, activities, and principles. Do you owe it to every one of them to do as each of them wants you to do? What you "owe to your country" is really what someone wants you to do to please him, but for which he's unwilling to make it worth your while. - Harry Browne, How I Found Freedom, 74. - It is not a trap to consider freedom solutions to wide-spread and major problems, that would help to release everybody's creative energies, and to try to publish them effectively, cheaply and permanently, e.g. on efficient and affordable alternative media like microfiche, floppy disks and CD-ROMs or online. That much you owe to yourself as a reasonable and moral being. "You can lead the horse to the water, but you can't make it drink!" - J.Z., 11.5.00.

DUTY, ENLIGHTENMENT, JUSTICE, INFORMATION: Like Dr. Johnson, they recognized the duty to "inform" (themselves), and think justly. - Charles R. LaDow, THE FREEMAN, 11/73.

DUTY, FREEDOM & RIGHTS, VIRTUE & MORALITY: Respect for the freedom of someone else constitutes the highest moral duty of men. The only virtue is to love this freedom and serve it. This is the basis of all morality, and there is no other basis. - Michael Bakunin, A Member of the International. Answer, Mazzini, 1871.

DUTY, IGNORANCE, PREJUDICES, INJUSTICE, PEACE, FREEDOM: All true men are soldiers in the same army, to do battle against the same enemy - the empire of darkness and wrong. - Carlyle.

DUTY, IMAGINED VS. REAL: When a stupid man is doing something he is ashamed of, he always declares that it is his duty. - G. B. Shaw, Caesar and Cleopatra, 1906, 3.

DUTY, JUSTICE, PEACE, FREEDOM, HUMAN RIGHTS, FREE SOCIETY: I would submit to a severe discipline, and to go without many things cheerfully, for the good and happiness of the human race in the future. Each one of us should do something, however small, towards that great end. - Richard Jefferies. 

DUTY, OUGHT, FREEDOM: Free will is not the liberty to do whatever one likes, but the power of doing whatever one sees ought to be done, even in the face of otherwise overwhelming impulse. There lies freedom, indeed. - George MacDonald. Compare:Kant on self-given laws. 
DUTY, PLEASURE, SELF-CONTROL, ENTERTAINMENT, AMUSEMENTS, DISTRACTIONS: It is usual nowadays to ignore what should be done in favor of what pleases us. - Plautus.
DUTY, POLITICAL, STATISM, OBEDIENCE & THE STATE: … men become voluntary slaves to the State by harboring ideas of political duty. - John Badcock, Slaves to Duty, LIBERTARIAN ANALYSIS, 9/71.

DUTY, POWER, CONTRACT & OBLIGATION: Power cancels out moral rights and obligations. The slave has no moral duty to his master. He has every moral right to dodge and escape the whip if he can, any way he can … - John Hall, Instead of Education, 109.

DUTY, PROPERTY, CHARITY, POVERTY & WEALTH: Property has no intrinsic duties of charity. It is the poor who have duties, not the rich; and it is the first duty of the industrious poor not to be poor. - George Jacob Holyoake, in 19th. CENTURY OPINION, 229. (J.Z.: Whether one is poor or rich should make no difference with regard to duties. However, no duty goes beyond one's ability to fulfil it. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY, PURPOSE, LIFE, HUMANITY, SOCIAL REFORM, MANKIND, SOCIETY, PROGRESS: Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity. - Horace Mann, Commencement Address, Antioch College, 1859, concluding sentence. (J.Z.: If you gain or maintain one of your genuine rights and liberties then you have also won a liberty for humanity. Your primary responsibility is to realize your own rights and liberties and to protect them. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY, RESPONSIBILITY, LIBERTY: Liberty is difficult to achieve, difficult to maintain, and difficult to recover, but the pursuit of it is the first responsibility of an informed American citizen. - Perry E. Gresham, THE FREEMAN, 6/73. - (J.Z.: It is easy if you fully use liberty's special techniques. To learn to know and to handle them is perhaps the first duty. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY, RIGHTS, LAW, AUTHORITY, OBEDIENCE, CONDUCT, CONVICTION: I am taught to bow to authority and know not why. Persons thus trammeled, are not, strictly speaking, capable of a single virtue. The first duty of man is, to take none of the principles of conduct upon trust; to do nothing without a clear and individual conviction that it is right to be done. - William Godwin, 97.

DUTY, RIGHTS, MAJORITY, MINORITY, ARBITRARINESS, CONTRACTS: Neither the few nor the many have a right to act merely by their will, in any matter connected with duty, trust, engagement or obligation. - Edmund Burke. 

DUTY, SELF-RESPONSIBILITY, OBLIGATION: True guilt is guilt at the obligation one owes to oneself to be oneself. - R. D. Laing, Self and Others. (J.Z.: Does a tyrant owe it to himself to be and to continue to be a tyrant and a habitual criminal to continue to be one? - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY, SOCIAL CONTRACT, JUSTICE: …it is the duty of All-of-us (that is, the State) to establish justice for all, from the least to the greatest, and in all matters. . - W. G. Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, 140. (J.Z.: I would rather rely on the enemies of territorial States to realize and maintain justice. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY, TOWARDS ONESELF: The duty towards oneself consists in respecting the dignity of mankind in one's own person. - Kant. (J.Z.: "Dignity", to me, is much to vague and misleading notion. Many top dignitaries are crooks and criminals. - J.Z., 23.11.05.) 
DUTY, TREASON, NECESSITY: There are no acts of treachery more deeply concealed than those which lie under the pretence of duty, or under some profession of necessity. - Cicero, In Verrem, No. I, ch. 15, sec. 39.

DUTY, WOMEN'S LIBERATION: Duty. - The sum of he matter is that unless women repudiates her womanliness, her duty to her husband, to her children, to society, to the law, and to everyone but herself, she cannot emancipate herself. But her duty to herself is no duty at all, since a debt is canceled when the debtor and creditor are the same person. Its payment is simply a fulfillment of the individual will, upon which all duty is a restriction, founded on the conception of the will as naturally malign and devilish. Therefore, woman has to repudiate duty altogether. In that repudiation lies her freedom; for it is false to say that woman is now directly the slave of man: she is the immediate slave of duty; and as man's path to freedom is strewn with the wreckage of the duties and ideals he has trampled on, so must hers be. She may indeed mask her iconoclasm by proving in rationalist fashion, as man has often done for the sake of a quiet life, that all these discarded idealist conceptions will be fortified instead of shattered by her emancipation. - G. B. Shaw, in Sprading, 421. - Throwing the child out with the bathwater - just like Stirner did. - J.Z.

DUTY: … It is not a man's duty, as a matter of course, to devote himself to the eradication of any, even the most enormous wrong; he may still properly have other concerns to engage him; but it is his duty, at least, to wash his hands of it, and, if he gives it no thought longer, not to give it practically his support. If I devote myself to other pursuits and contemplations, I must first see, at least, that I do not pursue them sitting upon another man's shoulders. I must get off him first, that he may pursue his contemplations too. - Thoreau, On Civil Disobedience, in Against the Grain, 113/114.

DUTY: … no man can have a right to impose an unchosen obligation, an unrewarded duty or an involuntary servitude on another man. There can be no such thing as 'the right to enslave'. - Nathaniel Branden, OBJECTIVIST NEWSLETTER, Sep. 62. - Quoting Rand? 

DUTY: … the free and responsible individual recognizes his duties and obligations in all relationships he has voluntarily entered. He recognizes that he benefits from cooperation with other individuals, that he shares in the knowledge of others, that he consumes the production of others, and that he enjoys the company of others. - W. H. Person, THE FREEMAN, 2/75.

DUTY: A duty is a duty to self if the agent is himself its object, e.g. the duty not to commit suicide and the duty to perfect my moral and natural personality. - Jeffrie G. Murphy, Kant: The Philosophy of Right, 51.

DUTY: A sense of duty is useful in work, but offensive in personal relations. People wish to be liked, not to be endured with patient resignation - Bertrand Russell, The Conquest of Happiness, 1930, 10. (J.Z.: Toleration of tolerant actions of others is much more than mere patient resignation. It amounts to an obligatory respect for their rights and liberties and is the foundation for the best kind of personal and business or work relations. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)
DUTY: Can it be said today that we know our Duty, or that our Rulers know their bounds? - William D. Burt, THE FREEMAN, 4/75.

DUTY: Do not confuse "duty" with what other people expect of you; they are utterly different. Duty is a debt you owe to yourself to fulfill obligations you have assumed voluntarily. Paying that debt can entail anything from years of patient work to instant willingness to die. Difficult it may be, but the reward is self-respect. - But there is no reward at all for doing what other people expect of you, and to do so is not merely difficult, but impossible. It is easier to deal with a footpad than it is with the leech who wants "just a few minutes of your time, please - this won't take long." Time is your total capital, and the minutes of your life are painfully few. If you allow yourself to fall into the vice of agreeing to such requests, they quickly snowball to the point where these parasites will use up 100 % of your time - and squawk for more! - So learn to say No - and to be rude about it when necessary. Otherwise you will not have time to carry out your duty, or to do your own work, and certainly no time for love and happiness. The termites will nibble away your life and leave none of it for you. (This rule does not mean that you must not do a favor for a friend, or even a stranger. But let the choice be yours. Don't do it because it is "expected" of you.) - Robert Heinlein, Time Enough for Love, 353.

DUTY: Do not cry that it is our duty to serve you. We do not recognize such a duty. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 937.

DUTY: Do what thou oughtst, and come what come can. - George Herbert, Jacula Prudentum, No. 813.

DUTY: Do your duty, and leave the rest to the gods. - Corneille, Horace, 1640, 2.8.

DUTY: Duty can only be defined as that action which will cause more good to exist in the 

universe than any possible alternative. - G. E. Moore: Principia Ethica, v, 1903. - (J.Z.: That advice does not even tell you whether e.g. utilitarianism or individual rights are to be your guides. - J .Z., 11.5.00.

DUTY: Each man should learn his duties for himself, … Baal Shem-Tov, in: The Wisdom of Israel, a quotations book. 

DUTY: Every man and woman in society has one big duty. That is to take care of his or her own self. This is a social duty. - William Graham Sumner. 

DUTY: For, fortunately, … the duty of making the best of one's self individually is not a separate thing from the duty of filling one's place in society, but the two are one, and the latter is accomplished when the former is done. - William Graham Sumner.

DUTY: Hear the call of duty and see it clear. - J. Z., 2/75. - Clear of all presumed and imposed duties but full of the duties a free and rational being owes himself and others. - J. Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY: I always feel that one thing wrong with our present-day society is that the old world "duty" has been dropped from most people's vocabulary. - Source? - (J.Z.: How many millions of people were murdered in the last century because the concept of "duty" was wrongly defined and then this "duty" was made obligatory, under severe penalties? No wonder an immense aversion against this ill defined concept resulted and was emotionally expanded to include all rightful definitions of duty as well. - J.Z., 10.5.00.

DUTY: I don't have to do anything for anyone, and don't you forget it. "I don't owe nothing to nobody" as our friend Spiridon would say. - Solzhenitsyn, First Circle, 36. - Ignorance of real duties does not abolish them but it may well be so extensive that it incapacitates the individual concerned from fulfilling any evident duties and responsibilities. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY: I ought, therefore I can. - Immanuel Kant, Gollancz edition, From Darkness to Light. - George Seldes.

DUTY: I owe you nothing more than noninterference; … - Leonard E. Read, Who's Listening? - (J.Z.:  The implied Social Contract implies something more: If you see an old lady being mugged and are not helpless yourself, non-interference will not be all that will be expected from you. - Naturally, it would be best if she and you were armed and trained in the use of arms and self-defence. - J.Z., 20.5.00.

DUTY: I, who recognize no political duty, am free to form an opinion as to whether the great political machine over me - the British Empire, to wit - is worth preserving. There's a gain in being able to take that standpoint; on the other hand, men become voluntarily slaves to the State by harboring ideas of political duty. - John Badcock, Slaves to Duty. 

DUTY: If a man knows any evidence in favor of the defendant, he is not at liberty to keep silent regarding it, for thus he may become responsible for the man's death. If a man sees another in mortal danger by falling into a river, through an attack by robbers, or some other evil, he is in duty bound not to stand idly by, but must come to the rescue. Moreover, if he sees one man pursuing another man to kill or to ravish, he is in duty bound to try and prevent the crime, if need be by taking the life of the pursuer. - Sifre Kedoshim Perek, 4. - How does he know that the pursued is not a ravisher, robber or murderer himself? Sometimes arrests, if possible, make sense and then a settlement of guilt involved on either side, before some sensible juridical association. - J.Z., 11.5.00.

DUTY: In practice it is seldom very hard to do one's duty when one knows what it is, but it is sometimes exceedingly difficult to find this out. - Samuel Butler, 1902, First Principles, Note-Books, 1912.

DUTY: It is the duty of every one who regards a doctrine as true and important, to do what he can towards diffusing it, leaving the result to be what it may. - Herbert Spencer, The Man vs. the State, Postscript.

DUTY: Let us have faith that Right makes Might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our duty as we understood it. - Lincoln. - (J.Z.: Did Lincoln do his duty towards his voters and other subjects? Was his understanding of duty comprehensive enough? Did all his subjects do their duties? In fulfillment of which duties could the mutual slaughter of the Civil War have been avoided? - Are phrases like his above one a sufficient excuse? - J.Z., 20.5.00.

DUTY: Men who their duties know, but know their rights, and knowing, dare maintain. - William Jones, An Ode in Imitation of Alcaeus, 1781. - (J.Z.: Men who know their rights do thereby also know their duties - namely, to respect the rights of others. - J.Z., 5.7.86.

DUTY: Neither the few nor the many have a right to act merely by their will, in any matter connected with duty, trust, engagement or obligation. - Edmund Burke. 

DUTY: No man has the slightest right to define another man's duty. - Eric Frank Russell, The Great Explosion, 140.(J.Z.: A primary duty is to rationally explore and define and then fulfil one's own duties. - J.Z., 23.11.05.) 
DUTY: No man is obliged to do as much as he can do. A man is to have part of his life to himself. - Samuel Johnson, in Boswell's Life of -, 1766. 

DUTY: Nobody is bound by any obligation unless it has first been freely accepted. - Ugo Betti, The Fugitive, 1953, 3, tr. G. H. McWilliam.

DUTY: Nobody is obliged beyond his capacity. - Celsus the Younger, ca. 100 A.D. (Ultra posse nemo obligatur. - Ueber das Koennen wird niemand verpflichted.)

DUTY: Now, then, what is it that you as one of these millions owe me and all the others? Exactly what I owe you, whoever you may be: the opportunity, without let or hindrance, to go as far creatively as your aspirations and talents will permit! This is what I owe you - no more no less. - Leonard E. Read, Who's Listening? 79. 

DUTY: Our duties towards ourselves and towards our social environment coincide. Indeed, there is only one duty, namely to grow mature. - Fritz Kunkel, In Search of Maturity, New York, 1943, 191, quoted by Leonard E. Read, Who's Listening? 

DUTY: The ancient maxim makes the sum of a man's legal duty to his fellow men to be simply this: "To live honestly, to hurt no one, to give to every one his due."- Spooner, Natural Law.

DUTY: The discharge of this obligation is, in fact, nothing more than enlightened self-interest, precisely as is the payment of any debt. - Leonard E. Read, NOTES FROM FEE, 9/76.

DUTY: The free man exercises his freedom by creating duties for himself. - Ortega Y Gasset, quoted by Leonard E. Read, Who's Listening? 115. 

DUTY: The path of duty lies in what is near and men seek for it in what is remote. - Mencius, bk. iv, pt. I, c.xi.

DUTY: The whole duty of man as a social unit is to fulfill his contract to the letter; as, likewise, his whole duty as a political subject is to obey the laws to the letter and nothing else. - Badcock, Slaves to Duty. - Is there a duty to continue to fulfill wrongful contracts and to obey wrongful laws? One would rather speak of a duty to break contracts and to disobey in these cases. - Laws too numerous to be known to anyone can hardly be fully obeyed, nor should they be. - J.Z., 20.5.00, 23.11.05.
DUTY: Thus a duty to honor a contract is perfect. - Jeffrie G. Murphy, Kant: The Philosophy of Right, 51. - Not when fulfillment becomes impossible. - J.Z.

DUTY: We each owe to the other mutual redress of grievances. - W. G. Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, 140.

DUTY: We were called upon to do more in the world than weep about the state of affairs. With that stance, there is no impulse to resist the Armageddon. - Madalyn Murray O'Hair, quoted in OMNI 12/81.

DUTY: What's a man's first duty? The answer's brief: To be himself. - Henrik Ibsen, Peer Gynt, Act 4, Scene 1. - (J.Z.: And if he is a born tyrant or other pathological criminal with victims? - J.Z.)
DUTY: When a stupid man is doing something he is ashamed of, he always declares that it is his duty. - Apollodorus, Caesar and Cleopatra, Act 3. - Hyman, Quotes, 364.

DUTY: When a stupid man is doing something he is ashamed of, he always declares that it is his duty. - G. B. Shaw. - (J.Z. Did he memorize the above remark by Apollodorus or did he coin the same remark independently? - There are also duties for rational men! - J.Z., 29.6.84.

DUTY: Whosoever quite suddenly wants to act and be treated as a moral being, has still obligations arising out of his former immoral actions. - J.Z., 30.6.84.

He, too, did not distinguish between men as involuntary members of territorial, coercive, oppressive and monopolistic States and men as voluntary members of exterritorially autonomous, voluntaristic and competitive States or free societies, that they have freely chosen for themselves and may freely stay in or secede from. - J.Z., 14.5.00.

498 - 502
PP 590 503 to 506 Human Rights

(While in the microfiched PEACE PLANS 690 this segment covered pages 503 to 507, here I included the somewhat larger collection from my digitized Slogans for Liberty file: H, Human Rights.)

SLOGANS FOR LIBERTY







HUMAN RIGHTS 

HUMAN RIGHTS & ANARCHY: The Declaration of the Rights of Man is to Edmund Burke "a sort of institute and digest of anarchy." - (J.Z.: From an advocate of human rights and a natural society, he turned into its enemy. Perhaps largely because he wrongly ascribed the atrocities of the French Revolution to respect for human rights rather than to their suppression. - J.Z., 18.10.02. 

HUMAN RIGHTS & ARMS CONTROL: We are interested in human rights because we are involved with mankind. Beyond that there is the pragmatic argument. Human rights are a precondition to effective arms control. - William F. Buckley, Jr., The Governor Listeth, Putnams, 1975-78, 40. - (J.Z.: Governments are the worst kind of arms controllers for the arms of other governments. Free people, free individuals, are the best kinds of holders of rightful arms and can form the best kinds of organizations to control or destroy arms in the hands of territorial governments. - J.Z., 29.4.00. - What has been called the "military & industrial complex" indicates that governments are not even fully in control of the own armament and military forces. That is also confirmed by numerous military uprisings. - They are also victims of arms races, which can drive them into obvious bankruptcy. - J.Z., 23.11.05.) 

HUMAN RIGHTS & ARMS CONTROL: We are interested in human rights because we are involved with mankind. Beyond that there is the pragmatic argument. Human rights are a precondition to effective arms control. - William F. Buckley, Jr., The Governor Listeth, Putnams, 1975-78, 40. - (J.Z.: While Governments are the worst kind of arms controllers for the arms of other governments, and even their own, free people, i.e., free individuals, are the best kinds of holders of rightful arms and can form the best kinds of organizations to control or destroy arms in the hands of territorial governments. - J.Z., 29.4.00, 23.11.05.)

HUMAN RIGHTS & FREEDOM: Human rights start with freedom. - Alex Carey.

HUMAN RIGHTS & GOVERNMENTS: Fancy expecting worthwhile declarations of human rights only from governments, i.e., from the main offenders against them! - J.Z., 12.1.85.

HUMAN RIGHTS & GOVERNMENTS: Human rights are a sensitive topic for any government. - Morris West, Proteus, 54.

HUMAN RIGHTS & GOVERNMENTS: The human rights record of ALL governments is bad. Of some it is even worse. - J.Z., 17.12.97.

HUMAN RIGHTS & GOVERNMENTS: Who has still kept his faith that governments will fully respect or realize or even define human rights for us? - J.Z., 30.1.86.

HUMAN RIGHTS & HUMAN NATURE: The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or musty records. They are written, as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of the divinity itself; and can never be erased or obscured by mortal power. - Alexander Hamilton, "The Farmer Refuted," The Works of Alexander Hamilton, ed. John C. Hamilton, vol. 2, p. 80 (1850).

HUMAN RIGHTS & PROPERTY RIGHTS: … Take, for example, the "human right" of free speech. Freedom of speech is suppose to mean the right of everyone to say whatever he likes. But the neglected question is: Where? Where does a man have this right? He certainly does not have it on property on which he is trespassing. In short, he has this right only either on his own property or on the property of someone who has agreed, as a gift or in a rental contract, to allow him on the premises. In fact, then, there is no such thing as a separate "right to free speech"; there is only a man's property right: the right to do as he wills with his own or to make voluntary agreements with other property owners. - Murray N. Rothbard, Power & Market, 238/39.

HUMAN RIGHTS & PROPERTY RIGHTS: Human Rights As Property Rights. Liberals generally wish to preserve the concept of "rights?  for such "human" rights as freedom of speech, while denying the concept to private property. And yet, on the contrary, the concept of "rights" only makes sense as property rights. For not only are there no human rights which are not also property rights, but the former rights lose their absoluteness and clarity and become fuzzy and vulnerable when property rights are not used as the standard. - Murray N. Rothbard, The Ethics of Liberty, 113.

HUMAN RIGHTS & PROPERTY RIGHTS: Human rights through property rights - and other economic rights as well. - J.Z., 7.12.91.

HUMAN RIGHTS & RATIONAL BEINGS, EQUALITY, INEQUALITY: Full human rights do apply only to rational beings. The others do not know or appreciate them. - J.Z., 25.6.84. - Compare the human rights draft in PEACE PLANS No. 4.

HUMAN RIGHTS & VOLUNTARISM: Volenti non fit iniuria. - Ulpian, + 220 (Dem, der es so haben will, geschieht keinUnrecht. - The one who consents is not wronged.)
HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROPERTY RIGHTS: What are property rights, if not human rights?  Animal rights? Vegetable rights? - Wm. F. Buckley Jr., Quotations from Chairman Bill, 246.

HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS, BILLS OF RIGHTS: Human Rights Declarations are to be interpreted by ordinary human beings, not by lawyers and judges, who are mostly their vested interest enemies, if they are aware of them at all. - J.Z., 15.9.91, 19.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS, COMMON LAW & COMMON PEOPLE VS SPECIALISTS, LAWYERS, LEGISLATORS, JUDGES, JURIES, LAWS, HUMAN RIGHTS: Let the Common Law & Human Rights be judged by common people and their juries, not by self-interested and miseducated specialists like lawyers and judges. If such specialists want "positive laws" for themselves, let them have them - but do not force their choice upon others. - J.Z., 19.10.02. 

HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS: [If] a positive declaration of some essential rights could not be obtained in the requisite latitude, [the] answer [is], half a loaf is better than no bread. If we cannot secure all our rights, let us secure what we can. - Thomas Jefferson to J. Madison, 1789. 

HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS: There are few surviving commentators, let alone historians, who are inclined to defend the proposition that the articulation of a human right leads to its realization. - William F. Buckley, Jr., Right Reason, ed. by Richard Brookhiser, Little Brown & Co, 1985, 159. - (J.Z.: As if past declarations were already complete and perfect enough for this. - J.Z., 29.4.99. - What percentage of the population has so far become articulate on human rights, all human rights, especially all individual human rights and, among these, especially the economic rights and the no-government and free society rights? - Compare my anthology of about 100 private human rights drafts, as opposed to governmental ones, on the road to the compilation of an ideal one, in PEACE PLANS 589/590. Contrary to what one should have expected of them on this, very few anarchists and libertarians have shown any interest in this anthology. And if they neglect to formulate and understand all their rights, what can one expect of others? Under such conditions even a perfect human rights declaration might, for a long time, be nothing but ineffective sheets of paper. The so-called freedom lovers have not even reached an agreement upon whether rights do exist at all and if so, how they could be best defined and proven. Under such conditions it is a very cheap shot to declare human rights declarations to be inherently and always ineffective. The first bills of rights, governmental ones, are only a few hundred years old, and the "universal" one of the governments represented in the U.N., of 1948, is one of the most incomplete and defective ones. - J.Z., 25.4.00. 

HUMAN RIGHTS VS. CLAIMS & CIVIL RIGHTS, PRIVATE HUMAN RIGHTS DRAFTS: The right of the laborer to wages, the right of every innocent man to his own person, the right of all to equity before the laws - these are no longer abstractions of speculative visionaries, no longer innovations, but the established rights of humanity. - W.E. Channing: Letter to Jonathan Phillips, 1839.

HUMAN RIGHTS, BILL OF RIGHTS, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS: The whole of the Bill [of Rights] is a declaration of the right of the people at large or considered as individuals... It establishes some rights of the individual as unalienable and which consequently, no majority has a right to deprive them of. - ALBERT GALLATIN of the N.Y. Historical Society, Oct. 7, 1789. 

HUMAN RIGHTS, BILL OF RIGHTS: A Bill of Rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular; and what no just government should refuse, or rest on inferences. - Thomas Jefferson: Letter to James Madison, Dec. 1787. - (J..Z.: The Bill of Rights declarations of governments are as far away from complete individual rights declarations as their laws, jurisdiction and policies are. - J.Z., 18.10.02. - Compare my compilation of private human rights drafts in PEACE PLANS 589/590. - J.Z.

HUMAN RIGHTS, BILL OF RIGHTS: Can any of you seriously say the Bill of Rights could get through Congress today? It wouldn't even get out of committee. - F. Lee Bailey. -(J.Z.: I once saw a survey that indicated a number of laws for each of the bill of rights clauses, infringing it. Perhaps hundreds of such criminal laws, passed by Congress, could be cited for each clause. - On that basis Congress, as a whole, should be impeached! - J.Z., 1.7.00. If the present members had not passed these wrongful laws then they haven't repealed them, either! - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

HUMAN RIGHTS, BILL OF RIGHTS: It can never be too often repeated, that the time for fixing every essential right on a legal basis is while our rulers are honest, and ourselves united. - Thomas Jefferson: Notes on Va., 1782. - (J.Z.: Some governments managed to postpone declaring a bill of rights for decades to centuries. They do not want to tie their own hands and unarmed, unorganised, untrained and government-mis-educated citizens can't force a bill of rights upon them. - J.Z., 30.6.00.

HUMAN RIGHTS, BILL OF RIGHTS: The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. - Constitution of the US, Amendmend IX, Dec. 1791. - (J.Z.: Why hasn't this clause led to many more and well publicized attempts to enumerate all the rights retained by individuals, during the last two centuries? Why leave this very important job to lawyers pretending they could and would represent the people? Compare PEACE PLANS 589/590 for private human rights drafts. - J.Z., 25.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, CONSTITUTIONALISM: Not only every existing law and proposed law but every existing constitutional clause and every constitutional amendment proposed should become easily challengeable on the grounds that it infringes individual rights and liberties of involuntary members and subjects. - J.Z., 16.8.96.

HUMAN RIGHTS, CRIME, PROTECTION, GOVERNMENTS, LAWS, CONSTITUTIONS, COURTS, POLICE, PARLIAMENTS, POLITICIANS, LAWYERS: Almost all experience teaches that one cannot safely entrust the protection of human rights to constitutions, courts, parliaments, laws, politicians, bureaucrats, lawyers, policement, the UN, the mass media. What remains? Volunteer militias, their international federation, free juries, referendum, improved private human rights declarations, alternative publicity & enlightenment options, private enterprise education, panarchism (individual secessionism & exterritorial autonomy for volunteer communities under personal laws), a genuinely cultural revolution. - J.Z., 11.5.93, 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, EQUAL RIGHTS, MAN, FREEDOM, EMANCIPATION, SOLIDARITY, LIBERTY FOR ALL: The human race, like all the other animal races, has inherent principles which are peculiar to it, and all these principles are summed up in or reducible to a single principle which we call Solidarity. This principle may be formulated thus: no human individual can recognize his own humanity, or, consequently, realize it in life, except by recognizing it in others and by co-operating in its realization for others. No man can emancipate himself save by emancipating with him all the men about him. My liberty is the liberty of everybody, for I am really free, free not only in idea, but in fact, only when my liberty and my right find their confirmation, their sanction, in the liberty and right of all men, my equals. - Mikhail A. Bakunin, Address, Working People's International Association, 1867.

HUMAN RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS & TERRITORIALISM: At last some basic human rights are ignored or suppressed by all present governments and all territorial governments inevitably repress many human rights of many minorities. - J.Z., 30.6.92. 

HUMAN RIGHTS, GOVERNMENTS, PARLIAMENTS, LAWS, SUPREME COURT: Has any government or any parliament left any natural, human and individual right and liberty untouched and unspoilt? - J.Z., 26.8.91.

HUMAN RIGHTS, LIBERTY, RIGHTS, EQUAL RIGHTS, LAW, INJURIES, HARM, WRONG: Liberty consists in the power to do anything that does not injure others; accordingly, the exercise of the rights of man has no limits except those that secure to the other members of society the enjoyment of these same rights. These limits may be determined only by law. - France (Official and semi-official), Declarations of the Rights of Man and Citizen, National Assembly (1789), Art. 4.

HUMAN RIGHTS, LIBERTY: Liberty to every man to speak, write, print, and publish his opinions without having his writings subject to any censorship or inspection before their publication, and to worship as he pleases. - France (Official and semi-official). Constitution (1791).

HUMAN RIGHTS, MAGNA CHARTA: Magna Charta is the law, and let the king look out. - Inscription on a monument in Tewkesbury Abbey, ca. 1250. - (J.Z.: Rulers are not afraid of documented rights but of citizens armed, organized and trained to uphold their rights. - J.Z., 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, MORALITY, ETHICS: It is the privilege of man's moral genius, impersonated by inspired individuals, to advance ethical axioms which are so comprehensive and so well founded that men will accept them as grounded in the vast mass of their individual emotional experience. Ethical axioms are found and tested not very differently from the axioms of science. Truth is what stands the text of experience. - Albert Einstein, Out of My Later Years, ANALOG, Aug. 84, p. 155. - (J.Z.: This did not prevent this moralizing scientist to recommend a totalitarian and total war weapon like the Atomic Bomb, supposedly as a means to fight totalitarianism. Did he ever come out instead, for e.g., tyrannicide and the duty to engage in military insurrections against tyrants? Did he favour one or several governments in exile, as volunteer communities, for those Germans who were not Nazis but spread, as usual, over the whole ideological spectrum? Wisdom in physics does not necessarily lead to wisdom in the social sciences. And quite a few scientists and myself as a non-scientists, have also their doubts on his wisdom in physics. - J.Z., 19.10.02. - All mass extermination devices are, quite wrongfully, based on the "principle" of collective responsibility. Can one blame a physicist like Einstein for subscribing to this principle when even individualists like Henry Meulen subscribed to it? - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

HUMAN RIGHTS, MUTUALISM, PROUDHON: We want the unlimited liberty of man and of the citizen, except for the respect of the liberty of others: liberty of association, liberty of assembly, liberty of religion, liberty of the press, liberty of thought and speech, liberty of work, commerce and industry, liberty of education, in a word, absolute liberty. - Proudhon, in JOURNAL DU PEOPLE, Nov. 1848, quoted in Peter Marshall, Demanding the Impossible, 243.

HUMAN RIGHTS, NATURAL LAW, RIGHT VS. WRONG: Among the natural rights of the colonists are these: first, a right to life; secondly, to liberty; thirdly to property; together with the right to support and defend them in the best manner they can. Those are evident branches of, rather than deductions from, the duty of self-preservation, commonly called the first law of nature. - Samuel Adams, The Rights of the Colonists, 1772.

HUMAN RIGHTS, NATURAL RIGHTS, RIGHTS: "Natural rights" are rights defined as such by virtue of the observation that man's "nature" (his specific type of biological nature) makes non-aggression necessary to (for? - J.Z.) the continuation of his life. - P. We. Hermeneutics, TC 141p71.

HUMAN RIGHTS, MILITIAS, PANARCHIES & PEACE: Respect for human rights creates peace. How to achieve this respect? Largely by replacing standing armies with ideal militias of volunteers for the protection of human rights, organized, armed and trained in accordance with their rights and liberties, sworn to fight for nothing else and to do so in association with all people whose rights have been suppressed and against their common enemies. By realizing freedom for exterritorially autonomous actions for all volunteer communities, thus teaching respect for human rights by realizing them oneself. Ending barriers to refugees and deserters. Allowing them to live under self-chosen laws wherever they please, as long as they respect the property and personal rights of others. By realizing full monetary and financial freedom and thus an end to most economic crises, to mass unemployment and depressions, to inflations and stagflations. By fully freed Free Trade and free enterprise for all those who have come to appreciate them. By letting enemies of human rights do their things to themselves, in their own volunteer communities. By finally compiling and sufficiently publicizing much improved private codes of individual rights, to replace the incomplete, flawed and self-contradictory bill of rights declarations of governments. By systematically recording and refuting, encyclopaedically, all errors, myths and prejudices on individual rights and liberties. - Just peruse my two books on the subject. - The connection between a genuine peace in freedom and justice and individual human rights could not be closer - and yet it remains all too widely overlooked. - J.Z., 19.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, PRINCIPLES: Ohne Grundsaetze ist der Mensch wie ein Schiff ohne Steuer und Kompass, das von jedem Winde hin- und hergetrieben wird. - Smiles, Der Character, 1. Kap. (Retranslated: Without principles man is like a ship without steering and compass, so that it is driven hither and thither by the wind and the currents. - J.Z.)

HUMAN RIGHTS, PRIVATE HUMAN RIGHTS DECLARATIONS: Der Zweck jeder politischen Vereinigung is die Erhaltung der natuerlichen und ewigen Menschenrechte. Diese sind: Freiheit, Eigentum, Sicherheit und Widerstand gegen Unterdrueckung. - Lafayette, Erklaerung der Menschenrechte. (The purpose of every political association is the preservation of the natural and eternal human rights. These are: Freedom, property, security and resistance against oppression.) - (J.Z.: I would concede that for panarchies, by the intentions of their volunteers, not necessarily for their internal policies, while for their external policies they would have to abide by them, but not to territorial States! Many, perhaps even most territorial constitutions do not even contain an individual rights declaration. If they do contain a Bill of Rights then it is usually very limited and flawed. - J.Z., 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, PRIVATE JUDGMENT, FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE & RELIGION, TOLERANCE: Driven from every corner of the earth, freedom of thought and the right of private judgment in matters of conscience direct their course to this happy country as their last asylum. - Samuel Adams, Speech, Philadelphia, August 1, 1776.

HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHTS, FREEDOM, ARBITRARY ACTIONS VS. EQUAL FREEDOM AND EQUAL RIGHTS: There is only one basic human right, the right to do as you damn well please. - P. J. O'Rourke, Speech at the Cato Institute. - (J.Z.: Within your own sphere or rights and liberties only! - J.Z. - Otherwise one would have to consider Mussolini, Lenin, Stalin , Hitler, Mao, Castro & Ido Amin as human rights practitioners. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHTS, NATURAL RIGHTS, LIBERTY, PROPERTY, LIFE: Each of us has a natural right — from God to defend his person, his liberty, and his property. These are the three basic requirements of life, and the preservation of any one of them is completely dependent upon the preservation of the other two. For what are our faculties but the extension of our individuality? And what is property but an extension of our faculties? - Bastiat.

HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHTS, UTILITARIANISM: Es ist leichter sich ueber die Einhaltung der Menschenrechte zu einigen als über ihre Unterdrückung.  - J.Z., 20.10.86. - It is easier to achieve agreement on abiding by human rights than on suppressing them. - Alas, so far there is only an all too wide-spread agreement on simply ignoring most of them. - J.Z., 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS, RIGHTS: Rechte, führt Rothbard aus, die nur in der modernen Industriegesellschaft erfüllt werden koennen, seien keine Menschenrechte. - Ulrike Heider, Narren der Freiheit, 157. - (Rights that can be fulfilled only in the modern industrial society are no human rights, says Rothbard.) - However, e.g. the right to publish and read on microfiche is just an application of the general human right to enjoy freedom of expression and information. Just because high technology is involved, it does not become wrongful. However, everyone is only entitled to publish and read microfiche at the own expense. Naturally, they are much more affordable than printed books and thus give many more people freedom of expression and information opportunities, whether they make use of them or not. - J.Z., n.d. - So far most people, even most libertarians, have ignored these freedom opportunities e.g. for libertarian writings, as they have ignored floppy disks for this purpose, which are similarly affordable and even CD-ROMs, whose microeconomics are much greater still. - That was certainly one of the weakest arguments of Rothbard. The mass production of printed matter does also require a modern industrial society and, obviously, it already helped to provide freedom of expression and information opportunities to many more people than those who could only communicate verbally or by writing with sticks in the sand. What means fulfillment of rights? Would we have no freedom of information right once all human knowledge becomes accumulated and accessible, in any desired fragment, through high technology? - J.Z., 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS: … Menschenrechte, d.h., solche Rechte, die dem Einzelnen auch durch eine Majoritaet nicht genommen werden können. - U. v. Beckerath, an J.Z., 10.6.56. - Human rights, i.e., such rights that even a majority cannot take away from an individual. 

HUMAN RIGHTS: How can one make most people think about their individual rights and how to get them recognized, protected and optimally applied? - J.Z., 20.6.92. - Obviously, the survival instinct on its own is not enough, nor is it sufficiently aided by government-run "education" or that provided by the mass media and conventional publishing. Even the Internet has so far offered more flawed observations, ideas and opinions than truthful ones. The whole enlightenment process has to be re-considered, changed and supplemented to become much more effective than it has been so far. See under Cultural Revolution. Obviously, we need also better and more complete declarations of individual rights and competitive education systems, as well as full experimental freedom in the political, economic and social sphere for volunteer communities of dissenters and the hierarchical miltary machines of territorial governments must be replaced by self-managed militia volunteers motivated, trained and armed to uphold nothing but individual rights and liberties. If the whole development is left to politicians, bureaucrats, priests, psychologists, lawyers, judges, and government subsidized teachers and professors, we might never reach that target. - J.Z., 20.6.92, 19.10.02. - Compare: Libertarian Microfiche Publishing, the CD-ROM Project, Ideas Archive, Encyclopaedia of Definitions, Slogans for Liberty, Encyclopaedia of the Best Refutations, Flow Chart Discussions. 

HUMAN RIGHTS: Rights deserved by all humans, but not by beasts in human form such as myself. - L.A. Rollins, Lucifer's Lexicon. 

HUMAN RIGHTS: The chances for the realization of individual rights and liberties are only poor while the vast majority and most minorities are a) ignorant of them, b) disinterested in them or c) prejudiced against them. - J.Z., 7.9.88.

HUMAN RIGHTS: "Sovereign States - with their age-old and inevitable tendencies to repress rights and liberties of their citizens - cannot be entrusted to preserve and protect human rights. - David Hawk, the executive director of Amnesty International, USA, "MATCHBOX", Fall 1977.

HUMAN RIGHTS: ... the CONCEPT of human rights is no more than a logical statement derived from the observable fact of individual self-control. - Source?

HUMAN RIGHTS: ... the right to manage one's own life in the realm of sex as in the realm of work. - M. Brinton, The Irrational in Politics, p. 62. - I would add: in trade and in politics, not only in culture and religion. - J.Z., 8.3.85.

HUMAN RIGHTS: A Bill of Rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on Earth ... and what no just government should refuse. - Thomas Jefferson, Letter to James Madison, Paris, Dec. 20, 1787. - (J.Z.: Without an ideal militia to uphold individual rights governments mostly do not even uphold their own Bill of Rights declarations. The English Bill of Rights is still legally a valid law in Australia, yet almost all Australian politicians, mostly lawyers, habitually ignore it in their laws. - J.Z., 30.6.00.

HUMAN RIGHTS: All human rights are interpretations of the value idea of freedom. - Agnes Heller in: Teaching Human Rights, an Australian Symposium, p. 119.

HUMAN RIGHTS: All human rights rest upon the ability of the individual to control his own energy. - Robert LeFevre, LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL, 8.

HUMAN RIGHTS: All rights are human rights. Therefore, one cannot distinguish property rights from human rights, because property rights are a kind of human right. Can one distinguish roses from flowers? - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 118.

HUMAN RIGHTS: All too many would raise their personal human values above all human rights. Which human values and which human rights? Mine would be individual liberty, the right of individuals to secede, from armies, unions and even States, like from churches or spouses or employers, the right to issue own money tokens, to accept, refuse to accept or freely value those of others, the right to choose a standard of value, the right to supply oneself with work and to take all rightful and necessary steps for this purpose, the right to form and join militias for the protection of human rights, and to train in them with rightful weapons against all warmongers, the right to resist and rebel against oppression, the right to kill tyrants, the right to produce and exchange freely. If you don't mean all these - then what do you mean by that phrase? - J.Z., 28.8.1983

HUMAN RIGHTS: Among the natural rights of the colonists are these: first, a right to LIFE; secondly, to LIBERTY; thirdly, to PROPERTY; together with the right to support and defend them in the best manner they can. Those are evident branches of, rather than deductions from, the duty of self-preservation, commonly called the first law of nature. - Samuel Adams, The Rights of the Colonists, 1772.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Any group, any gang, any nation that attempts to negate man's rights, is wrong, which means: is evil, which means: is anti-life. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 986.

HUMAN RIGHTS: At best the phrase "Human Rights" is redundant. In fact, it is worse than redundant, for it implies the existence of some non-human rights (in which the enemies of property rights inevitably place such trivial matters as production, ownership, and trade). - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 117/8.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Die Befugnis eines jeden Buergers die Rechte eines jeden Mitbuergers auch ohne dessen Einverstaendnis vor Gerichten und Behoerden zu vertreten, ferner das Recht, autonomen Rechtsgemeinschaften anzugehoeren, ... "- Ulrich von Beckerath, Anmerkung zu Theodor Hertzka, Das Soziale Problem, and reproduced in Peace Plans No. 551. - (The authority for every citizen to represent the rights of a fellow citizen, even without that citizen's consent, before courts and government departments, moreover, the right to belong to autonomous communities for the protection of rights ... ) Note by U. von Beckerath to Th. Hertzka's "The Social Problem", towards the end. This book is reproduced in PEACE PLANS No. 551.)

HUMAN RIGHTS: Each human being has an inalienable and inherent right to live his life in accordance with his own choices and values. Implicit in this statement is the recognition that since this is my right, it is also the right of every other individual and thus I have no right to coerce or harm another, regardless of the circumstances. - Motto of Ruth Dazey, long time collaborator of Robert LeFevre.
HUMAN RIGHTS: Even those verbally attacking human rights must use them to attack them. (Freedom of speech, press, association and assembly are all involved, also property rights.) If they do not only verbally but physically attack them, then they will end up, at least in somewhat civilized societies, either dead or in prison. - J.Z., 19.7.87.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Every day is Human Rights Day. Button offered by John T. Harlee, who for many years published THE SOUTHERN LIBERTARIAN MESSENGER, which included much humour. It was partly microfiched by LMP. 

HUMAN RIGHTS: God grant, that not only the love of liberty, but a thorough knowledge of the Rights of Man, may pervade all the Nations of the Earth, so that a Philosopher may set his Foot anywhere on its Surface, and say, "This is my Country!" - Benjamin Franklin.

HUMAN RIGHTS: How many of your rights are now unknown to you or suppressed, you will find out only through a complete human rights declaration. - J.Z. 5.12.1983.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights are distinct from legal privileges. - Robert LeFevre, LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL, Spring 1978, p. 8.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights are freedom spheres which you may claim fully or in parts, always or temporarily but only without infringing the equal freedom spheres of others. - J.Z., 8.7.84 & 8.1.1986.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights are more important than law and order. A great degree of law and order can be established by general suppression. Disorders resulting from aspiration for justice are only temporary. - Weltanschauung, 213/4. Author?

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights are those rights which you may not restrict in others, which everybody may limit only for himself - as long as he can stand it. - J.Z., 30.6. 84.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights identify social conditions that are good for people because they are people. Their human nature requires them. In this human rights are standards of conduct derived from the nature of man - only they pertain to a social context. - Tibor R. Machan, "REASON", May 73.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights will not be protected if left solely to the governments of this world. - Dr. Mumtaz Soysal, "MATCHBOX", Winter 1978.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights, then, exist in the conjunctive. Like the multiplication table, they do not exist independently of our subjective abilities to see them and understand them. - Robert LeFevre, LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL, Spring 1978, p. 8.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Human values and human rights above all. - A member of the Southern Highlands Peace Movement, 29.5.1983.

HUMAN RIGHTS: I hereby proclaim a new human right, namely the right to reproduce, by any means, any human rights declaration, without having to pay attention to so-called copyrights - until most human rights are sufficiently known, clarified and realized. Any action that restricts the reproduction of such declarations, does make the restrictionists accessories to the suppression of human rights. - J.Z., 30.12.1985.

HUMAN RIGHTS: I would like to see a new era in church activity, when the ministers and priests cease their lip service to the phantom word 'love' and become standard-bearers in the fight for justice and the rights of man. - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 118.

HUMAN RIGHTS: If citizens maintain a universal respect for human rights, rather than for law, the society can change fast enough to meet the swift-moving expectations of people in this century. It is good for citizens to learn that laws, when they seriously encroach on human rights, should be violated, ... - Howard Zinn: Disobedience and Democracy, 18.

HUMAN RIGHTS: If one wishes to fight for capitalism, one must fight for man's rights. - Paul Stevens, THE FREEMAN, 4/73.

HUMAN RIGHTS: In all the questionable rhetoric about human rights, we have forgotten something crucial - that without property rights it is impossible to preserve and protect other human rights. - Tibor R. Machan, introducing his article: "Human Rights Hypocrisy" in "Reason", 10/78. - (J.Z.: The same could be said e.g. for a quite rightful volunteer militia for the protection of individual rights - and also for the monetary freedom rights, even for the classical freedom of expression and information rights. All genuine rights are mutually supportative. If even one is missing or remains suppressed or unknown, it acts like a broken link in an anchor chain. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

HUMAN RIGHTS: In the cause of freedom we have to battle for the rights of people with whom we do not agree; and whom, in many cases, we may not like. ... If we do not defend their rights, we endanger our own. - Harry S. Truman.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Let me add that a bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular, and what no just government should refuse or rest on inference. - Thomas Jefferson, to James Madison, 1787.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Let us make the human rights declaration our prayer, its commentary, our bible, our knowledge of its principles and their application our religion. This religion alone would have a chance to unify and pacify mankind - to the degree required. - J.Z., 1965,66?

HUMAN RIGHTS: My proposition, then, is, that there is not a single natural,  human right, that the government of the United States recognises as inviolable; that there is not a single natural, human right, that it hesitates to trample under foot. whenever it thinks it can promote its own interests by doing so. - Lysander Spooner, to Cleveland, Works I, 31.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Only those take human rights serious enough who attempt to codify them, attempt to improve them further or at least to study the existing human rights codes. - J.Z., 25.6.84.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Rather than attempting historical, contemporary and futuristic generalisations on almost every aspect of human society, I try to concentrate on which general principles could so convincingly set the extent and limits of free individual actions (as practice of individual rights) that individuals can, with their aid, freely determine their own fate in the future, limited only by the laws of nature and no longer by the arbitrary laws of man. - J.Z., 2.10.85.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Right is the agreement of everybody's arbitrary actions with the arbitrary actions of everybody else according to a general principle of freedom. It is accompanied by the authority to enforce it. - J.Z., free after Immanuel Kant.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Sir, these natural, inherent, inalienable, individual rights are sacred things. They are the only human rights. They are the only rights by which any man can protect his own property, liberty, or life against anyone who may be disposed to take it away. Consequently, they are not things that any set of either blockheads or villains, calling themselves a government, can rightfully take into their own hands, and dispose of at their pleasure, as they have been accustomed to do in this, and in nearly or quite all other countries. - Lysander Spooner, to Cleveland, 7.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Stressing the independence of man underscores the fact that human rights begin and end with the individual; that they are not permissions, privileges, or conditions granted to men by social institutions, by the law, or by one's neighbors; that institutions should only protect and preserve them, and one's neighbors should only respect them. - Anne Wortham, THE FREEMAN, 7/75.
HUMAN RIGHTS: The ability to think - a faculty only possessed by humans (but not by ALL humans! - J.Z.) - became the basis of all HUMAN rights in law. - INFORMATION PAPER No. 18, TC140p74. - (J.Z.: I dislike all legal qualifications of individual human rights and liberties and consider them to be wrong. However, if the writer meant that only people rational enough to know, appreciate and respect individual rights are rational enough to be able to claim all of them, then I would agree. The others have reduced themselves to a status somewhere between mental defectives and infants, babies or even animals. That is, they have the right not to be cruelly treated, not to be unnecessarily killed, even when they acted criminally and, as humans, to have their right to life protected, as far as possible, when they are innocent. Liberty of press and the right to bear arms are not meant e.g. for babies. - J.Z., 18.10.02.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The concept of human rights is as old as man. In essence it is simple. Rights are principles of proper human action concerning man's relationship with other men. - Duncan Yuille in WP Human Rights leaflet.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. - Art. IX of Bill of Rights Amendmends of US Constitution.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The essence of the concept is that there are certain possessions of the individual, such as his own body and mind, which no other individual (or group) can justly control without his consent. - Duncan Yuille, in WP Human Rights leaflet.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The free exercise of natural human rights creates this New World. Stop this exercise of human rights, shed individual responsibility and individual freedom, submit to 'control' of ordinary human affairs, and this whole new world of economic abundance, this unprecedented wealth of good, shelter, health, knowledge, comforts, luxuries, pleasures, this young world of swift transportation, swift communication, this dynamic complex of productive human energies encircling the whole planet, can no longer be improved, then no longer be created, then no longer exist. - Rose Wilder Lane: The Discovery of Freedom, 225.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The government restricts numerous basic rights by laws and regulations and no wonder, there is not even a paper bill of rights on the statute books to prevent this. - Let us settle, for the time being, what basic rights no government, be it Labour, Liberal or otherwise, may interfere with and let us work all the time at extending this bill. - I have particularly in mind the rights to issue private money, to trade freely, to invest undisturbed, to resist, to bear arms, to secede, to price freely, to engage in any profession (even prostitution), to refuse paying taxes, to refuse to join any organization, to organise autonomously and exterritorially, to travel and migrate anywhere, freely. - J.Z., ca. 1970. 

HUMAN RIGHTS: The opportunity to exercise human rights released a terrific human energy. - Rose Wilder Lane: The Discovery of Freedom, p. 218.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or musty records. They are written, as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of Divinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured by mortal power. - Alexander Hamilton , The Farmer Refuted, 5. Feb., 1775, a pamphlet defending American liberty, written while Hamilton, aged 19, was still in college.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The true character of government assumes that all human rights of the people are thrown into one large hotch potch, and this heap is then thrown to the lawmakers and members of congress, for each to carry off as large a portion as possible. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, REASON, 3/73.

HUMAN RIGHTS: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 has given Human Rights a bad name among many somewhat enlightened people. - J.Z., 3.5.85.

HUMAN RIGHTS: We each owe to the other to guarantee mutually the chance to earn, to possess, to learn, to marry, etc., etc., against any interference which would prevent the exercise of those rights by a person who wishes to... - W. G. Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, 141.

HUMAN RIGHTS: What the concept of human rights does not say is that all human beings have equal ability. Or that they are equally deserving. What it acknowledges is a manifest inequality. But despite this manifest inequality, the charge is made that all men are equal in their abilities to control their own energies. - Robert LeFevre, LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL, Spring 1978, p. 7.

HUMAN RIGHTS: When a claimed human right does not directly or indirectly promote peace and prosperity and liberty for all rational beings, then I come to doubt that it is a genuine human right. - J.Z., June 1984.

HUMAN RIGHTS: When you deny human rights to others, who would be entitled to claim them, then you logically deny them to yourself, too. Human rights are meant only for people able and willing to respect them in others, i.e. for human beings who are rational and reasonable at least to that extent. - J.Z., 26.7.1985.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Where human rights are not recognized one attempts to realize them without waiting for permission from anyone. - J.Z., 4/2/77.

HUMAN RIGHTS: Without an understanding of human rights, cooperative survival becomes impossible. - LEFEVRE'S JOURNAL, Fall 1975.
HUMAN RIGHTS: You can't even criticize human rights without using them. - J.Z., 17.9.87.
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JUSTICE & BUREAUCRACY: To have a "Department of Justice", i.e. justice bureaucratically administered, was one of the greatest absurdities anyone could have dreamt up. - J.Z., 18.8.80. - Quite inevitably, among territorial States - and so far there are no others, it means, to a large extent, an organized infliction of injustice. State courts uphold numerous unjust laws. - J.Z., 23. 11.05.

JUSTICE & COURAGE: Without justice, courage is weak. - Benjamin Franklin, quote in: Poor Richard, 1734.

JUSTICE & COURTS: In most government courts, most of the time, justice is "negatively present". - A term quoted from L. Neil Smith, "Contact & Commune", 99. (Part of "Forge of the Elders".)

JUSTICE & COURTS: Justice was rarely at home or produced at courts. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE & CRIME, PUNISHMENT, MERCY, LENIENCY: Wer die Schlechten schont, verletzt die Guten. - Syrus. - (Whoever spares the bad hurts the good.)

JUSTICE & DEATH PENALTY: Justice assumes that all act in a way that they would have others act towards themselves; and thus, when a man murders deliberately, and in cold blood, justice seeks to accommodate the murderer in like manner. - Robert Champlin, LIBERTARIAN OPTION, 9/75.

JUSTICE & DUTY: Gerechtigkeit gibt jedem das Seine, masst sich nichts Fremdes an, setzt den eigenen Vorteil zurueck, wo es gilt das Wohl des Ganzen zu wahren. - St. Ambrosius, Von den Pflichten, 1,24. - (Justice gives to each his own, does not claim anything from others and neglects the own advantage when the wellbeing of the whole is concerned.)

JUSTICE & FAIRNESS: "… justice as fairness." - The two terms are close relatives and there is a tendency for 'fair' to replace 'just' in much coloquial speech. But fairness and justice are not exactly the same thing. 'A lottery is fair', for instance, 'if honestly run, but a lottery which distribued prizes justly, i.e., according to desert or need, would no longer be fair'. (Barry, 1967, p. 193.) - Anthony Flew, The Politics of Procrustes, 94.

JUSTICE & FORCE:  There is no real force without justice. - Napoleon I, Maxims, 1804-15. - (J.Z.: Force with justice is stronger than force with injustice. Injustice subtracts from force. Justice adds to force. The use of force without justice is wrong. The use of force to enforce justice is right. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE & FORCE: Justice without force is powerless; force without justice is tyrannical. - Blaise Pascal.

JUSTICE & FREEDOM VS. COLLECTIVISM: We need not fear, then, that a concern for justice will lead us away from freedom and the free market. Freedom and justice stand together, jointly opposed to collectivism. - David Kelley, THE FREEMAN, 1/75.

JUSTICE & FREEDOM: In allem Gerechtigkeit, und es wird genug Freiheit geben. - Chamfort. - (Justice in everything and there will be enough freedom.)

JUSTICE & FREEDOM: Justice is therefore the aggregate of those conditions under which the will of one person can be conjoined with the will of another in accordance with a universal law of freedom. - Kant, Justice, 230, Ladd, 34. - In Murphy, p. 112. - Compare Kant's definition of right.

JUSTICE & FREEDOM: Sie wollen frei sein und verstehen nicht, gerecht zu sein. - Abbé Sieyès, Nationalversammlung, 1793. - (They want to be free but do not know how to be just.)

JUSTICE & FREEDOM: Wo keine Gerechtigkeit ist, ist keine Freiheit, und wo keine Freiheit ist, ist keine Gerechtigkeit. - Seume, Spaziergang nach Syrakus: Frankfurt. - (Where there is no justice there is no freedom and where there is no freedom there is no justice.)

JUSTICE & GENEROSITY, WELFARE STATE, SHARING, INCOME TRANSFERS, TRANSFER SOCIETY, SOCIAL JUSTICE: Justice and generosity do not go hand in hand, the hand of generosity being commonly thrust into the pocket of justice. - Ambrose Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary, under "Fable".

JUSTICE & GODS: Justice is justice, whatever the gods might say. - Orson Scott Card, Xenocide, 170.

JUSTICE & GOVERNMENT, JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION, BUREAUCRACY & JUSTICE, JURIDICAL MONOPOLY: What does the Department of Justice have to do with justice? - J.Z., 6.7.92.

JUSTICE & GOVERNMENT, MONOPOLISED "JURISDICTION" & "JUSTICE": Governments exploit the idea of justice by setting themselves up as the sole legitimate guardians of justice. - View ascribed to James L. Walker by Leland Schubert in "MINUS ONE", Spring 73.

JUSTICE & GOVERNMENT: Justice is the end of government. - Daniel Defoe, The True-born Englishman, II, 1701. - Although it is not the aim and method of territorial governments, the establishment of true justice would indeed end these governments. - J.Z., 17.10.85, 10.7.86, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE & GOVERNMENTS: Government "justice" mainly favours monopolies, prohibitions, lawyers, judges, barristers, politicians and bureaucrats rather than individual rights and liberties of human beings. - J.Z., 23.8.95, 27.10.02, 23.11.05.

JUSTICE & GOVERNMENTS: Justice - Something rare when challenging government. - Dave Wilber, Fool's Gold Is Green, 1982, Awake America, 27. 

JUSTICE & HISTORY, PANARCHISM: Judging from the main portions of the history of the world, so far, justice is always in jeopardy. - Walt Whitman: Democratic Vistas, 1870. - (J.Z.: The major human institutions have still to be based or established upon just principles only. All just means and principles, including all individual rights and liberties, must be used or introduced to safeguard justice. In the extreme case: The chained slave can hardly guaranty justice and liberty or become even fully aware of them. - J.Z., 10.7.86, 28.10.02.

JUSTICE & INSTINCT, MORAL SENSE,NATURAL JUSTICE, HUMAN NATURE, MAN: I believe that justice is instinct and innate, that the moral sense is as much part of our constitution as that of feeling, seeing, or hearing. - Thomas Jefferson, Letter to John Adams, 1816.

JUSTICE & KINDNESS: You can live without kindness; you can't live without justice. - Edward Bond, Summer, a play.

JUSTICE & LAW, RIGHT, LIBERTY, SECURITY, STABILITY, RESPONSIBILITY, PROGRESS: Law is justice. And it is under the law of justice, under the rule of right, under the influence of liberty, security, stability, and responsibility, that every man will attain to the full worth and dignity of his being, and that mankind will achieve, in a calm and orderly way - slowly, no doubt, but surely - the progress to which it is destined. - Bastiat, Essays, 94. - (J.Z.: By "the law" he did not mean the unjust laws of "plunderbunds". - J.Z.

JUSTICE & LAW: Justice and law are distant cousins - and in South Africa they are not even on speaking terms. - From film: A Dry White Summer, seen 12/92 on Prime TV.

JUSTICE & LAW:  'Law without justice is a mockery.' - Jerry Pournelle, ANALOG, 3/74.

JUSTICE & LAW: Law does not mean justice but where there is no law, justice CAN exist. - J.Z., 8.1.1986.

JUSTICE & LAW: Man ought to become just, without the assistance of laws, merely by faith. - Bible, Romans, 3, 28. (My translation from a German quote. - J.Z.) For we reckon that a man is declared righteous by faith apart from works of law. - New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures. - Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. - The Holy Bible, King James Version, placed by THE GIDEONS.

JUSTICE & LIBERTY: Whenever a separation is made between liberty and justice, neither, in my opinion, is safe. - Edmund Burke, in: Seldes, The Great Quotations, 536. Also quoted by L. E. Read in The Love of Liberty, p. 94.

JUSTICE & LIMITED GOVERNMENT, EQUITY, INITIATIVE, LAW, FORCE: Within the limits of equity, everything is to be accomplished through the free and perfectible initiative of man; nothing is to be achieved by law or by force save universal justice. - Source? (J.Z.: - And even that can be achieved only without government aid and monopolies. - J.Z., 12.7.92.

JUSTICE & LOVE, COMPREHENSION, UNDERSTANDING, REASON: Gerechtigkeit ist die Liebe mit sehenden Augen. - Nietzsche. - (Justice is love with open, observing and understanding eyes.) - (J.Z.: One does not have to love criminals and their victims - but one owes them justice. - J.Z., 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE & LOVE: A world made new in the justice of live. - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, June 78, p. 812. - (J.Z.: I prefer the following version: A world made new by the love of justice. - J.Z., 30.3.88.

JUSTICE & LOVE: Gerechtigkeit ist die Arithmetik der Liebe. - Masryk. - (Justice is the arithmetic of love.) - (J.Z.: Rather, of understanding and respect. - J.Z., 28.10.02.

JUSTICE & MARKET: Only the market can properly market justice. - David Z., 31.10.76.

JUSTICE & MARKET: Only the market can provide a close approximation to justice. - J.Z., 12/72.

JUSTICE & MODERATION, EXTREMISM: Moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. - Senator Barry Goldwater. Acceptance speech, Republican National Convention, San Francisco, 16.7.1964. - (J.Z.: Didn't he or his ghostwriter, perhaps Karl Hess, also say, then or later: "Extremism in the pursuit of justice is no vice!" - However, he seemed to have included, in his extremism, the pursuit of nuclear strength and nuclear defence, in both of which is inherent a great injustice. Not that the other candidates clearly rejected such policies and destroyed these mass murder devices - even unilaterally. - J.Z., 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE & NUCLEAR STRENGTH, NUCLEAR DETERRENT, NUCLEAR DEFENCE: Recht tun auf ungerechte Art ist Unrecht. - L. Schefer, Laienbrevier, Februat 28. - (To strive towards right in an injust way is doing wrong.) - Compare: The end does not justify the means.

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM, BARBARISM, CIVILIZATION, DIS: If mankind does not relinquish at once, and forever, its vain, mad, and fatal dream of justice, the world will lapse into barbarism. - George Moore, Confessions of a Young Man, VIII, 1888. - J.Z.: Rather, let people practise their different systems of justice among themselves. Only such a tolerant system is over-all just to all. - J.Z., 10.7.86.)

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM, POWER, STATE, SOCIETY: Gerechtigkeit ist der einzige Grund der Macht and der Dauer des Staates sowie das einzige Band der menschlichen Gesellschaft. - Wieland. - (Justice is the only foundation of power and duration for the State as well as the only connection of human society.) - (J.Z.: Organized injustice establishes and maintains territorial States, at least injustice towards dissenting but peaceful minorities. For societies justice is the main tie. Only the justice between various exterritorial and autonomous communities has to be somewhat alike, no matter how much their internal justice systems may differ. - J.Z., 5.7.92. - Contrary to Wieland, many territorial States were established and all too long maintained by great injustices. That would be much harder to outright impossible for communities that are only exterritorially autonomous and whose members are free to secede and have the chance to observe the different practices among numerous diverse communities all around them. - J.Z., 27.10.02.)

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM: Don't offer anything that is less than 100% just as an ideal. - J.Z., 26.6.1974. - However, this ideal would tend to differ for different people and their voluntary communities. Let them have their own choices, in this sphere as well, for all their internal affairs. Naturally, they should have no jurisdiction over others, unless these others offended against internally claimed rights and liberties, that are also respected by an internationally recognized law that is based upon individual rights and liberties. For instance, religious communities may punish "blasphemy" etc. uttered by their voluntary members but not among non-members, even when uttered in the presence of their members. But they would be entitled to forcefully remove someone who thus disturbed e.g. one of their religious meetings. House rules are to be respected, at least as property rights, no matter how wrong and absurd they do appear to others. To that extent: When in Rome, do as the Romans do" - but without extending that "principle" to the whole territory of Rome and all people living there, under the assumption that they would all constitute "one people" or one household or one business or one voluntary association. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM: Gerechtigkeit ist das Brot der Nation; sie hungert immer danach. - Châteaubriand. - (Justice is the bread of the nation. It always hungers for it.) - (J.Z.: Oh, if only this were the case. All too many try to make a living through injustices. -People who really hungered for justice would soon establish it among themselves. - Indeed, we are undernourished if we consider justice as a food. But we are overeating junkfood and make ourselves sick thereby. Injustices are dispensed to us, quite regularly and in many forms - without us becoming aware of them in all too many cases. However, if justice were clearly proposed or lived by a minimum number of people in our vicinity and if we were free to choose among the various justice systems freely practised among their believers, then more and more people, enjoying consumer sovereignty in this sphere as well, would come to prefer genuine justice systems for themselves, even though these might still somewhat differ in details from each other. - J.Z., 5.7.92, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM: Gerechtigkeit ist das Ziel des Regierens, das Ziel der menschlichen Gesellschaft. Sie wurde und wird solange verfolgt, bis sie verwirklicht oder die Freiheit verloren ist. - e. - (Retranslated: Justice is the aim of government, the aim of human society. It was and is pursued until it is realized or freedom is lost.) - (J.Z.: Territorial government does not lead to justice but away from it - in all too many ways and for all too many people. Only freely competing societies and communities of volunteers, exterritorially quite autonomous, are likely to approach it fast, in accordance with their own ideas of justice. - J.Z., 5.7.92, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE & PANARCHISM: The aim of justice is to give everyone his due. - Cicero, De legibus, I, c. 50 B.C. - (J.Z.: The system of justice that is due to everyone is that system which was his individual choice, unless he offended willfully or carelessly against the justice system of someone else. - J.Z., 10.7.86, 28.10.02.

JUSTICE & PEACE: The work of justice shall be peace. - Isaiah, in the Bible.

JUSTICE & POWER:  … believe in justice rather than in power: … - T. H. White, The Book of Merlyn, 116. - (J.Z.: Stirnerites often believe in power rather than in justice. - J.Z., 27.7.92. - When they do, they have this in common with totalitarians. - J.Z., 28.10.02.

JUSTICE & PROPERTY & ALL HUMAN RIGHTS: The science of mine and thine - the science of justice - is the science of all human rights: of all a man's rights of person and property; of all his rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. - Spooner, Natural Law, 1.

JUSTICE & PUBLICITY, OPENNESS, SECRECY: Justice must not only be seen to be done. It must be seen to be believed. - Beachcomber. (J. B. Morton.) 

JUSTICE & PUBLICITY: Justice should not only be done, but be manifestly and undoubtedly be seen to be done. - Lord Hewart, Justius, Rex v. Sussex 9 Nov. 1923.

JUSTICE & PUBLICITY: The price of justice is eternal publicity. - Arnold Bennett, Things that have interested me.

JUSTICE & PUNISHMENT, PANARCHISM: The sword of the law should never fall but on those whose guilt is so apparent as to be pronounced by their friends as well as foes. - Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Sarah Mease, March 1801. - In other words: Law should prosecute only by unanimous consent. Present States can at most approximate this condition by an ideal jury system. Panarchies institutionalize this principle generally. - J.Z., 10.7.86.

JUSTICE & PUNISHMENT: Punishment is justice for the unjust. - St. Augustine.

JUSTICE & SELF-DEFENCE: Each person is justified in defending his body and property from invasion. Invasion is the threat of or actual use of physical force to compel obedience. Justice will not come to reign unless those who care for its coming are prepared to insist upon its value and have the courage to speak out against what they know to be wrong. - Quoted by Carl Watner, On Justice, p. 39.

JUSTICE & SELF-GOVERNMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS: Justice is the basis, motivation, method and reward of being self-governing. So it can never be perfect. Perfect justice is realistically recognized as beyond human capacities to understand, much less codify and enforce. Recognition of this simple reality would spare us all the plans, platitudes and harmful interventions of the political perfectionists. How far have we departed from self-government? - Joan Marie Leonard, THE FREEMAN, Feb. 77. - (J.Z.: About as far as we have come away from the better declarations of individual rights and liberties, which are more or less despised or ignored by all too many legislators, lawyers and judges - not only by most citizens. - J.Z., 28.10.02.

JUSTICE & SOCIAL CONFLICTS, SOCIAL JUSTICE VS. JUSTICE: Gerechtigkeit ist eine Form der Loesung sozialer Konflikte. - (Retranslated: Justice is one form of solution for social conflicts.) - Wiggins. - (J.Z.: Rather: Justice is THE solution for social conflicts. - Social justice is injustice. - J.Z., 5.7.92.)

JUSTICE & SOCIAL ORDER, SOCIAL JUSTICE, FRATERNITY, SELF-SACRIFICE, LOVE: When Proudhon wrote that "social order is established upon the basis of inexorable justice, and not at all upon the paradisiacal sentiments of fraternity, self-sacrifice, and love, to the exercise of which so many honorable socialists are endeavoring now to stimulate the people", he recognized, as Marx did, that it is the technological forces unleashed within the industrial order that basically determine the level of wages of the workers and the profits of the capitalists and not beautiful words preached at people by moralists. - W. O. Reichert, in: Holterman, Law in Anarchism, 145. (J.Z.: Technological forces and industrial order become unleashed only in free markets, which tend to be profitable to all their participants. - J.Z., 23.11.05.). 

JUSTICE & STRENGTH, DEFENCE: A just cause is strong. - Thomas Middleton, A Trick to Catch the Old One, Act iii,1.3.

JUSTICE & SUBJECTIVE VALUE THEORY, RELATIVITY OF JUSTICE, PANARCHISM: Justice, too, is largely a subjective value beyond the commands of non-interventionism or the non-initiation of force, or the equal claim of all rational beings to basic rights: individual rights and liberties, if and to the extent that they are aware of them and do appreciate them. Thus it is differently conceived and practised among different people, doing their things to and for themselves and it is just that they do this rather than attempt to apply their concepts and practices of justice to those who do not agree with them. - To that extent it is just and fair that they do apply different laws or rules and policing, juridical and penal among themselves, like different sports teams and different churches apply different rules among their voluntary participants. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE & THE LAW: Maybe what we need is less law and more justice. - F.M. Busby, Getting Home, 151.

JUSTICE & THE NUCLEAR WAR THREAT: Fiat justitia et pereat mundus. (Gerechtigkeit werde geuebt, und sollte die Welt dabei zu Grunde gehen!) (Justice be done, even if the world perishes thereupon.) - Motto of Emperor Ferdinand I, who died in 1564. Some do now imagine that justice could be achieved with nuclear mass murder devices! - J.Z., 8.1.1985, 16.11.02.) (Genuine justice would save rather than destroy the world. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

JUSTICE & TRUTH, CONSCIENCE & GENIUS: Conscience in the service of Justice and Genius in the service of Truth. … - Zarlanga, The Orator, 56.

JUSTICE & TRUTH: Justice is truth in action. - Joseph Joubert, Pensées, 1842. - Court inscription of Superior Court of California. - (J.Z.: Shooting off an IBM with a nuclear warhead is truly an action, but is it just? - At most one could say that justice is the realization of true rights and liberties of individuals. - J.Z., 5.7.92.)

JUSTICE AND ANARCHY: ... else they grow restless and take justice into their own hands. That is anarchy. - Greg Bear, Queen of Angels, 323.- He probably meant it only in this sense of Chaos. - J.Z.

JUSTICE AND CHARITY: Charity is indeed a noble and beautiful virtue, grateful to man, and approved by God. But charity must be built on justice. It cannot supersede justice. - Henry George, THE CONDITION OF LABOUR, 92.

JUSTICE AND COURTS, PLEA BARGAINING: In the halls of justice, as more than one cynic has observed, justice is usually done in the halls. There "bargaining within the shadow of the law" transpires in a tawdry setting that most closely resembles a commodities exchange. - Jerold S. Auerbach, JUSTICE WITHOUT LAW? 143.

JUSTICE AND EQUALITY: The Spartan principle of "calling that which is just, equal; not that which is equal, just." - Emerson, Essays, Second Series: Politics.

JUSTICE AND FREEDOM: All that is needed to remedy the evils of our time is to do justice and give freedom. - Henry George, The Condition of Labour.

JUSTICE AND FREEDOM: Where justice reigns, 'tis freedom to obey. - James Montgomery, Greenland.

JUSTICE AND LAW: ... "justice without law" ... "justice according to law" - Terms used by Ezra Pound.

JUSTICE AND SOCIAL-JUSTICE, IN DEMOCRACIES: Justice ... is always unpopular and in difficult under democracy, save perhaps that false form of so-called social justice. - H. L. Mencken, 1926.

JUSTICE AND STRENGTH: A just cause is strong. - Thomas Middleton. - But under present conditions it is not always stronger than the unjust one, at least not in the short and medium-term. - J.Z., 29.3.99.

JUSTICE AND THE PEOPLE: Why should there not be patient confidence in the ultimate justice of the people? Is there any better or equal hope in the world? - Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address, 4.3.1861. - (J.Z.: I would rather have justice realized gradually, step-by-step, within volunteer communities only, than wait until finally, in further decades or centuries, all or most of the people are sufficiently enlightened. Justice, peace, security, progress, prosperity and many other aspects of living are much too important to leave them to majority decisions. Allow individuals and minorities to advance as far and as fast as they want to and can towards justice. Set all real people free rather than the imagined “uniform” people of the territorial State model. - J. Z., 3.4.99.)

JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW, GOVERNMENT AND LAWYERS: Once the meaning of justice is legalized and formalized, however, the rule of law (as the astute Progressive essayist Herbert Croly understood) means "government by lawyers" conducted "in the interest of litigation." - Jerold S. Auerbach, JUSTICE WITHOUT LAW? 143.

JUSTICE AND TOLERANCE: Live and let live is the rule of common justice. - in Sir Roger L'Etrange, Fables of Aesop, 127.

JUSTICE AS PROVIDED BY GOVERNMENTS: Justice is so high and holy a thing that it belongs exclusively to those wise enough and rich enough to know where to buy it. - Robert Anton Wilson, The Earth Will Shake, 163. 

JUSTICE DELAYED: Verzögerte Gerechtigkeit ist verweigerte Gerechtigkeit. - Gladstone. - (Justice delayed is justice denied.) - Justice Felix Frankfurter, dissenting, Dennis v. United States, 339 U.S. 184 (1949).

JUSTICE Justice is a firm and continuous desire to render to everyone that which is his due. - Justinian, Institutiones, I, 1.

JUSTICE SYSTEM, COURTS, JURISDICTION, CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM: For any twentieth century American who'd been paying attention at all, the phrase "criminal justice system" should have been warning enough. - William Wilde Curringer, Unfinished Memoirs. - (J.Z.: One should note, that it is not called a monopolistic justice system or an honest justice system, but a criminal one. - J. Z., 13.3.99.)

JUSTICE THROUGH COMPETITION RATHER THAN ENFORCED & TERRITORIAL UNIFORMITY: If justice is to be for sale then I would rather have it supplied by competitors, among whom I can freely choose, than by a territorial monopoly system. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE THROUGH GOVERNMENTS? COURTS, JUDGES, CRIME: A San Franciscan who murdered the city's mayor and then pleaded that he was upset by financial pressures, political setbacks, and the chemical impact of eating junk food, was convicted of the lowest possible charge and was eligible for parole barely five years after … After two men in Detroit beat a Chinese-American to death after a bar-room argument about automobile imports, the judge sentenced them to a $ 3,780 fine and three years probation. - Newt Gingrich, Window of Opportunity, A Blueprint for the Future, 228. 

JUSTICE V. PRAYER: One-hour doing justice is worth a hundred in prayer. - Islamic Proverb.

JUSTICE VS. CHARITY, RICH, POOR: To heal the breach between the rich and the poor, it is necessary to distinguish between justice and charity. There can be no claim for redress except where justice is violated. - Pope Pius X: Apostolic Letter to the Bishops of Italy on Catholic Social Action, Dec. 18, 1903.

JUSTICE VS. EXPEDIENCY, INSTINCT, MORAL SENSE: Justice has nothing to do with expediency. It has nothing to do with any temporary standard whatever. It is rooted and grounded in the fundamental instincts of humanity. - Woodrow Wilson, Speech in Washington, Feb. 26, 1916.

JUSTICE VS. FORCE, COERCION, COMPULSION: Daraus, dass man die Menschen mit Gewalt der Gerechtigkeit unterwerfen kann, folgt durchaus nicht, dass es gerecht sei, die Menschen der Gewalt zu unterwerfen. - Pascal. - (From the fact that one may forcefully subject men to justice it does not follow at all that it would be just to subject men to force.)

JUSTICE VS. FORMALITIES, TECHNICALITIES & RITUALS: In our States one mostly dispenses justice in a format that is more terrible than injustice itself. - J. G. Seume, Apokryphen. - (Man gibt in unsern Staaten meistens der Gerechtigkeit eine Form, die schrecklicher ist als die Ungerechtigkeit selbst.)

JUSTICE VS. FREEDOM & PRIVILEGES: Privilegien aller Art sind das Grab der Freiheit und Gerechtigkeit. - Seume. - (Privileges of all kinds are the grave of freedom and justice.)

JUSTICE VS. INJUSTICE, TOLERANCE, EXTERRITORIALISM, DIVERSITY & COMPETITION OF JUSTICE SYSTEMS: One man's justice is another's injustice. - B. W. Emerson: Circles, 1841. - Compare: One law for the lion and the ox is oppression. - William Blake? - (J.Z.: So, let us apply to justice systems what justice demands for all other things: To each his own! - J.Z., 10.7.86.)

JUSTICE VS. LAW & COURTS: How are you to find justice at the hands of officers of the court who believe in the sanctity of the law? - Jim Andrews, FREEDOM TODAY, 10/75.

JUSTICE VS. LAW & CUSTOM: The game they play is lawful because they make the law to uphold their game; but they raise a hue and cry for 'law and order' if they find any game conflicting with theirs, and declare it unlawful. It is easy to see that laws thus enacted are unjust, for to be just, a law must be enacted for the benefit of all; thus it is in no wise logical to presume that the "legal" is the just. -- When we compare the laws made today and the method and purpose of their making, with those of the past, we find them to be in perfect harmony. It was the law and custom of the past to provide for a class of idlers, it was customary for the powerful to enslave the weak, for the rich to rob the poor, for the unscrupulous to make laws in their own interests, even as it is the law and custom today. Surely it must be evident that law does not have its basis in justice, but rather in custom. TO BOTH LAW AND CUSTOM, JUSTICE IS A TOTAL STRANGER. - Sprading, Liberty, 18.

JUSTICE VS. LAW: Law never made men a whit more just. - Henry David Thoreau.

JUSTICE VS. LAW: Law without justice is a mockery. - Jerry Pournelle, ANALOG, 3/74.

JUSTICE VS. LAW: Pro jure contra legem. - Quoted by Victor Hugo in his "Deeds and Words". - (For justice, against the law.)

JUSTICE VS. LAWS & REGULATIONS: Justice, not laws and regulations! - J.Z., 13.5.92.

JUSTICE VS. LAWS: An unjust law is a contradiction in terms. - Isaac Asimov, The Caves of Steel, GALAXY SF, No. 13, UK, 73. - (J.Z.: An unjust law is the rule rather than the exception. - J.Z., 7.10. 00. - All laws may be lawful, in the worst sense, but only very few laws are full of justice. The more laws, the less justice - is an ancient [expressed e.g. by Tacitus] and often pronounced experience - but it seems to be unknown to most of the current legislators, continuously adding to the past avalanches of laws. No one has even the time to read all the laws that are, temporarily, still in force, until they are replaced by still longer, more unjust and more senseless laws. - J.Z., 8.2.02.

JUSTICE VS. LAWS: Justice is that which exists when all laws are enforced. - Isaac Asimov, The Caves of Steel, GALAXY SF, No. 13, UK, 73. - (J.Z.: Rather, when only very few laws are enforced, the few that are quite just. All others increase the injustice in this world. - J.Z., 7.10.00, 9.2.02.)

JUSTICE VS. LEGALITY: I departed from legality only to return to justice. - Napoleon III, Explanation of the coup d'état of Dec. 2, 1851. - (J.Z.: That what his excuse or pretence. He hardly introduced justice. But then the laws, before and after, didn't, either. - J.Z., 27.10.02. - At least he introduced an honest silver currency. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

JUSTICE VS. LOVE: Justice rather than love is needed for most relationships between most people. - J.Z., 19.5.93. - The word "justice" may have been too unknown, vague and incomprehensible for those to whom Jesus Christ preached. It is still not widely enough comprehended today. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE VS. MERCY: The GUILTY try for MERCY, the VICTIM asks for JUSTICE. - Steve Ditko, Mr. A.

JUSTICE VS. SOCIAL JUSTICE: ... justice and so-called social justice are opposites and that to promote the latter is to retard the former. - L. E. Read, Who's Listening? 93.

JUSTICE VS. TERRITORIALISM: Justice cannot be determined territorially! - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE VS. TERRITORIALISM: No territorial political form CAN do justice to all the diverse individuals living in a territory. - J.Z., 15.1.90.

JUSTICE VS. WAR, PEACE & JUSTICE: Establish justice as the only means of banishing the menace of war. - Ramsay Muir, Future of Democracy, 1939.

JUSTICE, ABSOLUTE JUSTICE, FREEDOM, DIS: Absolute freedom mocks at justice. Absolute justice denies freedom. - Albert Camus, The Rebel, 1951. - (J.Z.: All too many people discredit themselves by their own statements. - J.Z., 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE, ADMINISTRATION, BUREAUCRATIC & GOVERNMENTAL JUSTICE: Administered justice is justice destroyed. - J.Z., 8.12.85.

JUSTICE, ADMINISTRATION, BUREAUCRATIC & GOVERNMENTAL JUSTICE: Bureaucratically administered justice means as much the destruction of justice as bureaucratically administered love would mean the destruction of love. - J.Z., 8.12.85.

JUSTICE, ATTRACTION & VIOLENCE: Justice obligates man to eschew violence and to stress attraction. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., THE FREEMAN, 5/74, referring to L. E. Read's How to Advance Liberty.

JUSTICE, BILL OF RIGHTS & THE CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION: One sometimes wonders what the American Civil Liberties union would have done if the Bill of Rights had included the article: "Congress shall pass no law obstructing the pursuit of justice." - William F. Buckley, Jr., in: Four Freedoms, 102.

JUSTICE, BUSINESSMEN, CONTRACTS, MARKET, ECONOMY, VIRTUE, CRIMINALS, WRONGDOERS, OFFENDERS, GANGSTERS: Ferner haben auch diejenigen, welche kaufen, verkaufen, pachten, verpachten und in Geschäftsabschluesse verwickelt werden, die Gerechtigkeit fuer ihre Geschaeftsführung durchaus nötig. Ja die Macht dieser Tugend ist so gross, dass nicht einmal diejenigen, welche von Übeltaten und Freveln leben, ganz ohne einen Funken von Gerechtigkeit zu leben imstande sind. - Cicero, Drei Bücher von den Pflichten, 2.11. -- (Furthermore, even those who buy and sell, lease or rent and are involved in business do need justice for the conduct of their affairs. Indeed, the power of this virtue is so large that not even those who live from crimes and wrong-doing can survive quite without a spark of justice.)

JUSTICE, CHARITY, MERCY & GENEROSITY: Wolle nicht immer grossmütig sein, aber gerecht sei immer. - M. Claudius, An seinen Sohn Johannes. - (You need not always be generous, but you must always be just.)

JUSTICE, CHILDREN, BARBARIANS, CIVILIZATION, PEOPLE & TOOLS: Children and barbarians have clear ideas of justice due to them, but no idea at all of justice due from them. … there was still a large part of every population which was civilized only in that it could use tools. - Murray Leinster, Med Service, 93 of ASTOUNDING SF, 8/57. & ASTOUNDING SF, Dec. 57.
JUSTICE, COMMUNISM, SOCIALISM, INDIVIDUALISM: The Socialist invokes the name of justice in order to coerce all to conform to the will of the government of the time being in all matters of production, distribution and exchange. He does so not only on the plea of a juster distribution of the rewards of toil in these directions, but on the ground of greater social efficiency. The Individualist holds that both these claims are contrary to the teaching of experience and of nature. Governments have not in fact so arranged the distribution of wealth; and in fact greater justice resides in the contention of the Individualist that the development of justice has been governed by the principle that the earnings of each individual shall be securedly preserved to him, and its chief aims have been to prevent individuals from plundering each other, and safeguarding for each what each has earned. - S. Hutchinson Harris, The Doctrine of Personal Right, 380/381.

JUSTICE, COMPETING COURTS, COMPETING PERSONAL LAWS & CONSTITUTIONS, PANARCHISM: Freely competing juridical systems would come closer to justice than a monopolistic and governmental one. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE, CONDUCT, COERCION, LAW & CLASSICAL LIBERALISM: Today it is rarely understood that the limitation of all coercion to the enforcement of general rules of just conduct was the fundamental principle of classical liberalism, or, I would almost say, its definition of liberty. This is largely a consequence of the fact that the substantive (or 'material') conception of law (as distinguished from a purely formal one) which underlies it, and which alone gives a clear meaning... Hayek, Economic Freedom and Representative Government, II.

JUSTICE, CONSCIENCE & DISOBEDIENCE: After all, the practical reason why, when the power is once in the hands of the people, a majority are permitted, and for a long period continue, to rule, is not because they are most likely to be in the right, nor because this seems fairest to the minority, but because they are physically the strongest. But a government in which the majority rule in all cases cannot be based on justice, even as far as men understand it. Can there not be a government in which majorities do not virtually decide right and wrong, but conscience? - in which majorities decide only those questions to which the rule of expediency is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator? Why has every man a conscience, then? - Thoreau, On Civil Disobedience.

JUSTICE, CONSENT, VOLUNTARISM, COERCION, RIGHTS, ARBITRARINESS, CHOICE, RATIONALITY, IRRATIONALITY, WHIM: Observe the principle governing justice ... it is the principle that no man may obtain any values from others without the owner's consent - and, as a corollary, that a man's rights may not be left at the mercy of the unilateral decision, the arbitrary choice, the irrationality, the whim of another man. - Ayn Rand, quoted by Mr. Baird, OPTION, 10/76. - (J.Z.: Only the consent of men, i.e. of rational beings, is decisive, not that of beasts of prey, in human form. - J.Z., 18.11.82.

JUSTICE, COURTS AND RULES: Justice Holmes, admonished by a friend to do justice on the bench, replied that his job was only to play according to the rules. - Jerold S. Auerbach, JUSTICE WITHOUT LAW? 143.

JUSTICE, COURTS OF JUSTICE AND THE LAW: ... courts of justice do not actually dispense justice at all, but only law, ... - H. L. Mencken, 1919.

JUSTICE, COURTS, JUDGES, LAWYERS, LIBEL LAWS, INDEMNIFICATION SPLEENS: Did You Know: Lawsuits Out of Control A former employee of the Smithsonian was awarded $400,000 because his employer referred to him as an "old fart". - Secrets of the Sentient.

JUSTICE, COURTS, JURIES: If you want justice, hire an arbitrator or subscribe to a free jury system. But if you insist, you should be free to hire a lawyer and judge - to lead you away from your rights and liberties as far as you like. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE, COURTS: The governmental jurisdiction delays justice and to that extent destroys justice. For this disservice and also for delayed injust decisions, it charges all too high monopoly prices. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE, COURTS: The governmental justice system is slow, very expensive and all too often unjust. Nevertheless, its monopoly power is largely enforced. To improve it, it should be subjected to free competion, which could come to provide fast, cheap and almost certain justice. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE, CULPRITS, CAUSAL THINKING, PERSONAL THINKING, SCAPEGOATS: Seid gerecht. Sucht nicht Schuldige, sondern Ursachen. - Werner Mitsch. - (Be just. Don't look for culprits but for causes.) - But there are also some culprits whose actions are not caused (by conditions, the environment, society etc.) but who cause injustices themselves, willfully. - Some ideological "causes" are injust to some, many, most or even all. (Instance of the latter: "Every leash has two ends.") - J.Z., n.d.

JUSTICE, DECENCY VS. LOVE, MORALITY, ETHICS: Please - a little less love, and a little more common decency. - Kurt Vonnegut (Slapstick, 1976, p 33).

JUSTICE, DELAYS: Judgement delayed is judgement voided. - Sanhedrin, 952.

JUSTICE, DIGNITY: … the respect, spontaneously felt and reciprocally guaranteed of human dignity, in whatsoever person in whatsoever circumstance it may be compromised, and to whatsoever risk its defence may expose us. - Proudhon, Justice, I, 225, 1868 edition.

JUSTICE, DIS: There is no justice! - Indeed, we have to establish it first! The same applies to freedom and peace, security and progress, to a large extent. - J.Z., 6.4.91. 

JUSTICE, DUTIES, RIGHTS, LIBERTIES: Gerechtigkeit ist die Summe aller sittlichen Pflichten. - Godwin. (Justice is the sum of all moral (ethical) duties.) (J.Z.: And of all rights and liberties! - J.Z., n.d., & 28.10.02.

JUSTICE, EDUCATION, MANKIND: Justice is the faculty that may be developed. This development is what constitutes the education of the human race. - P. J. Proudhon, De la justice dans la révolution, I, 1858.

JUSTICE, EMPIRES & KINGDOMS, STATES: Reiche ohne Gerechtigkeit, was sind diese anderes als grosse Räuberhöhlen? - Augustinus, De civitate Dei, 4, 4.  - (Empires without justice, what are they otherwise than great gangs of robbers?)

JUSTICE, EQUALITY: Gerecht ist, wer nicht gleichsetzt. - Lohberger. - (Just is who does not equate.) - (J.Z.: To be just you have to discriminate; you can't simply equate. - J.Z., 5.7.92.

JUSTICE, EVIL, GOOD, REWARDS: Reward evil with justice and reward good with good. - Confucius.

JUSTICE, FAIRNESS & EQUALITY: Fairness is the moral principle which takes over when considerations of desert and entitlement either do not or cannot arise. 'And fairness, unlike justice, does (in general) demand equality' (Matson, p. 54). It is again significant that those who want equality do most often demand not just but fair shares. - Anthony Flew, The Politics of Procrustes, 94.

JUSTICE, FORCE, POWER, TYRANNY: Justice without force is powerless; force without justice is tyrannical. - Blaise Pascal, 1623-1662.

JUSTICE, FORCE, STRENGTH, POWER: I'm armed with more than complete steel - / The justice of my quarrel. - Lust's Dominion, 1647, 4.3, attributed to Christopher Marlowe.

JUSTICE, FRATERNITY & LIBERTY: Why will they never understand that fraternity can only be established by justice; that justice alone, the condition, means, and law of liberty and fraternity, must be the object of our study … - Proudhon, System of Economic Contradictions, in: The Works of J. Proudhon, Tucker, Boston, 1888, p. 281.

JUSTICE, FREEDOM & OBEDIENCE: Where justice reigns, 'tis freedom to obey. - James Montgomery, Greenland IV. - Where does justice reign? - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE, FREEDOM, DIS: Absolute freedom mocks at justice. Absolute justice denies freedom. - Albert Camus, The Rebel. - (J.Z.: More nonsense by another famous name. Here he seems to mix up licence or arbitrariness with freedom and justice for all. - J.Z., 4.4.89, 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE, FULL VS. SOME JUSTICE: Etwas Gerechtigkeit ist nicht genug. Es muss die volle sein. - J.Z., 25.10.82. - (Some justice is not good enough. It must be full justice.)

JUSTICE, GOOD VS. EVIL, GOD, CHRISTIANITY: Asked about his actions, God Said: Return good for good. Return evil with justice. - Zarlanga, The Orator, 55. - Why doesn't God - and this without delay? Apparently, we cannot demand justice from him and do justice towards him and he does not care about us, no more so than "nature" does. - J.Z., 28.10.02, 23.11.05.) .

JUSTICE, GOVERNMENT, CLASSES, PRIVILEGES, FREEDOM FOR RELIGIOUS SERVICES BUT NOT FOR OTHERS: Unequal and prejudiced treatment of different classes: "How could a government be just when it treats one class of people, those in religion and publishing, as free to govern themselves - to follow or not to follow its own professional standards - but other classes, such as doctors, business people and financial advisors as in need of extensive supervision and regimentation? - Tibor Machan, Liberty and Culture, 104. - (J.Z.: Those publishing on radio and TV are also under government regimentation. - And all of us are as victims of territorial governments, continuously being outvoted or bureaucratically or politically ignored, contrary to our personal preferences in numerous ways. Full consumer sovereignty towards all political and bureaucratic "services" and disservices, which would also mean voluntary taxation. That would rapidly reduce unjust and extensive governmentalism - and retain only some really wanted features - for voluntary victims. - J.Z., 27.10.02.)

JUSTICE, HARM & WRONG: Justice is never anything in itself, but in dealings of men with one another in any place whatever and at anytime it is a kind of compact not to harm or be harmed. - Epicurus. - (J.Z.: Rather: not to wrong or be wronged, not to infringe rights nor have one's rights infringed. - J.Z., 28.10.02. - He was so confused on "harm" and wrongs that he even said: "Bad men may kill me but they can never harm me."

JUSTICE, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, CITIZENS, LAWYERS, LAWS, LEGISLATION, JURISDICTION, CITIZENS: If citizens really wished for and fought for justice and individual rights, then politicians, lawyers, and judges could not fob them off with their kind of legislation and jurisdiction. - J.Z., n.d.

JUSTICE, INJUSTICE AND ORDINARY CITIZENS: And conceptions of justice that the rest almost entirely upon legal procedure ... still trouble ordinary citizens who have difficulty defining justice but know injustice when they receive it. - Jerold S. Auerbach, JUSTICE WITHOUT LAW? 143.

JUSTICE, INJUSTICE, COURTS, LAWYERS, LAWS, JUDGES, PANARCHISM: … so many lawyers, advocates, so many tribunals, so little justice; so many laws, yet never more disorders; the tribunal a labyrinth; to see a lamb executed, a wolf pronounce sentence? - Robert Burton, The Anatomy of Melancholy, 1621. - (J.Z.: Obviously, organized governmental injustice is nothing new. High time to overthrow this territorial imposition as well as it has already been widely overthrown in religion. - J.Z., 27.10.02.)

JUSTICE, INJUSTICE, SYMPATHY & MAN: Man liebt die Gerechtigkeit, weil man selbst ein Opfer des Unrechts werden könnte. - La Rochefoucauld. - (One loves justice because would might become oneself a victim of injustice.)

JUSTICE, INTERESTS, HARM: That which is unjust can really profit no one; that which is just can really harm no one. - Henry George.

JUSTICE, INTERESTS, UTILITARIANISM: Gerechtigkeit ist das grösste Interesse der Menschen auf Erden. - Webster. - (Justice is the greatest interest of man on earth.) - (J.Z.: Objectively, yes, it should be. Subjectively, alas, it is not, for most people. - J.Z., 5.7.92, 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE, JURISDICTION, COURTS, MONOPOLY, NATIONALIZATION, STATE, PANARCHISM: We object to the nationalization of the business of justice by the State. - Sam Konkin III, Strategy of the NLA, # 1, p. 28.

JUSTICE, JURISDICTION, COURTS, PANARCHISM: No system of judicature can be suggested in which occasionally failure to insure complete justice may not arise. - Mr. Justice Hawkins, Judgment in Rex vs. Miles, 1890. - But then let it happen only through the self-chosen juridical avenues of personal laws and jurisdictions. - J.Z., 10.7.86, 23.11.05.

JUSTICE, KNOWLEDGE, LEARNING, INDEPENDENCE, JEWS: The pursuit of knowledge for its own sake, an almost fanatical love of justice and the desire for personal independence - these are the features of the Jewish tradition which make me thank my stars that I belong to it. - Albert Einstein, The World As I See It. (J.Z.: At the end this famous scientist uses the terms of astrologers! - Jews were in the forefront of the communist movement as well as that of the anarchist and libertarian movement. But has their love of justice led them as yet e.g., to monetary freedom and free trade and to reject territorialism? Do they not still represent as much the ideas of "social justice" as of "justice"? And have they managed to produce, between them, many better and private declarations of individual rights and liberties? Aren't all too many of them still captivated by the notions of an ancient religion? Have they, more than e.g. Christians, Muslims and Hindus, rejected the principle of "collective responsibility" and of "defence" with ABC mass murder devices? They, Scottish and Japanese people are among the most intelligent people in the world and yet, between them, do they not still subscribe, like all too many other peoples, to numerous popular errors, myths and prejudices, e.g., in attempting to establish a territorial and democratic welfare State and to achieve statist security for it? Have they, any more than their Arab opponents, considered their exterritorial autonomy options? Even the love for certain people, and admiration for their achievements should not make us blind to their remaining flaws, for which Einstein was perhaps a typical example. - J.Z., 28.10.02.

JUSTICE, LAW & ORDER: Justice is incidental to law and order". - Victor Hugo.

JUSTICE, LAW, LAWYERS: Justice Without Law? Subtitled: Resolving Disputes Without Lawyers. Book title by Jerod S. Auerbach. - (J.Z.: That is almost the only way we could ever achieve justice. - J.Z., 2.8.92.)

JUSTICE, LAW, NATURAL LAW: For natural law is justice itself … the nature of justice can no more be altered by legislation than the nature of numbers can be altered by the same means. - Lysander Spooner.

JUSTICE, LAWS, GOVERNMENT, REPRESENTATIVES, DEMOCRACY, POWER ADDICTION, RULERS, LEADERSHIP, POLITICIANS: Governments have less interest in justice, individual rights and liberties than in laws and their law-making powers, taxation and decision-making powers and their interpretation of them. - J.Z., 18.8.95.

JUSTICE, LAWS, LAWYERS, COURTS: A just cause needs no interpreting. / It carries its own case. But the unjust argument / since it is sick, needs clever medicine. - Euripides, The Phoenician Women, c. 411-409 B.C., tr. Elizabeth Wyckoff. - (J.Z.: Since justice hasn't prevailed everywhere, people either know it not, have not interpreted it correctly or simply assumed that "it" would fight its own battles without their assistance and would always win. - J.Z., 15.11.85.

JUSTICE, LIBERTY & PEACE: What is mankind? What is justice? I say it is liberty and peace. - Father Peter Levi, Christmas Sermon from Death is a Pulpit.

JUSTICE, LIBERTY & PROPERTY: Justice is liberty and property. - Bastiat, in Roche III, Bastiat, 157.

JUSTICE, LOVE, NEIGHBOURLINESS: Die Gerechtigkeit ist nichts anderes als die Naechstenliebe der Weisen. - Leibniz. - (Justice is nothing but the love of neighbours by the wise.) - (J.Z.: And the love of fools for fools leads to injust actions. - One can be very neighbourly to one's neighbour - without being just to many others, especially "aliens" and "foreigners". - J.Z., 5.7.92.

JUSTICE, LOVE, RECOGNITION & RESPECT: Gerecht sein heisst: den anderen als anderen gelten zu lassen, es heisst: da anerkennen, wo man nicht lieben kann. - Pieper. - (Justice means: Recognize the other and respect where you cannot love.) 

JUSTICE, LOVE, SELF-LOVE & EGOISM: The principle of every society is to be just towards oneself and others. If one ought to love one's neighbor as oneself, then it is at least as just to love oneself as one loves one's neighbor. - Chamfort, in: Franzoesische Moralisten, 268.

JUSTICE, MAJORITIES, MINORITIES & INDIVIDUALS: … Chief Justice Jay said in perhaps the greatest opinion he ever wrote, that "justice is always the same, whether it is due from one man to a million, or from a million to one man." - Albert Jay Nock, Journal of Forgotten Days, May 1934 - October 1935, Regnery, 1948, 105.

JUSTICE, MAJORITIES, MINORITIES, INDIVIDUALS: Justice is always the same, whether it be due from one man to a million or from a million to one man. - Chief Justice Jay, quoted in: - Albert Jay Nock, Memoirs of a Superfluous Man, Harper, 1943, 76. - Ibid, 77: We learned not only that justice is always the same in small matters as in great, but we also learned thoroughly the consequent lesson which seems to unaccountably hard for Anglo-Saxons ever to learn, that justice is always the same in the case of men and things you do not like, as in the case of those you do like. - Ibid, p. 78: … a third great truth about justice, namely: that justice is seldom enough. It showed how necessary it is that matters should be managed not only with justice but with the appearance of justice, and that very often the appearance of justice is as important as the substance of justice.

JUSTICE, MAN, CIVILIZATION, NATIONS: Justice is the great interest of man on earth. It is the ligament which holds civilized beings and civilized nations together. - Daniel Webster, Speech at the funeral of Mr. Justic Story, Sept. 12, 1845.

JUSTICE, MAN, GOODNESS, VIRTUE: Every virtue is included in the idea of justice, and every just man is good. - Theognis: Elegies, c. 550 B.C.

JUSTICE, MAN, LAWMAKERS, JUDGES, LAWS: Since Spooner thought that justice was something that could be learned by all mankind, he considered it an impudence on the part of lawmakers to assume that the rest of mankind needed their commands to know what is and what is not just. - Carl Watner, on Lysander Spooner, in Holterman, Law in Anarchism, 132. - "The science of justice is as open to be learned by all other men, as by themselves (the legislators); and it is, in general, so simple and easy to be learned, that there is no need of, and no place for, any man, or body of men, to teach it, declare it, or command it, on their own authority." - Lysander Spooner, A Letter to Grover Cleveland, p. 5. - (J.Z.: So, why haven't all people learnt it as yet, as they have the ABC & simple arithmetik? - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

JUSTICE, MAN, SURVIVAL: Wenn die Gerechtigkeit untergeht, hat es keinen Wert mehr, dass Menschen auf Erden leben. - Kant, Metaphysik der Sitten. - (If justice perishes then the survival of man on earth is no longer of value.)

JUSTICE, MERCY, CRUELTY: He injures the good who spares the bad. - Publilius Syrus, Sententiae, c. 50 B.C.

JUSTICE, MERCY, CRUELTY: He that's merciful unto the bad is cruel to the good. - Thomas Randolph, The Muses' Looking-Glass, 1636.

JUSTICE, MODERATION, RADICALISM, EXTREMISM, LIBERTY: Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. - MALCOLM X.

JUSTICE, MORALITY, DUTY, ETHICS: Justice is the sum of all moral duty. - William Godwin, An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice, 1793.

JUSTICE, MUTUALITY: Unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. - Woodrow Wilson. - Even the provision of justice is an exchange agreement. - J.Z., 28.10.02. Even the provision of justice should be an individually agreed-upon service. - J.Z., 23.11.05.)

JUSTICE, NATURAL JUSTICE, NATURAL LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS: … not our own invented justice, which we have simply thought up to fit our convenient earthly paradise. There is a justice which existed before us, without us and for its own sake. And our task is to divine what it is. - Alexander Solzhenitsyn, August 14, page 476. - (J.Z.: Rights apply only to rational beings, not to ants or spiders. Thus before man there were no human rights. They do not apply to stones or animals. The totalitarian communists neither offered justice nor a paradise. And rights cannot be clearly conceived and formulated by divinations but only by clear reasoning. Confused notions cannot sufficiently enlighten. - J.Z., 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE, NON-PARTISANS, PARTIES, INDEPENDENTS, PANARCHISM: Auch Parteilose sind nicht parteilos. Sie sind fuer die Gerechtigkeit. - Stanislaw Jerzy Lec. - (Even those, who are not members of a party, are taking a stand. They favour justice.) - (J.Z.: Everybody ought to be a member of a genuine justice party. Since all don't agree on this, let all be free to opt out and establish their own justice system among themselves. - J.Z., 5.7.92.)

JUSTICE, PANARCHISM, ASSOCIATIONISM, VOLUNTARISM, SECESSIONISM: I say that you need a clear, positive, and exact expression of your whole idea (of justice), - that is, an expression which states at once the principle, the means, and the end; and I add that that expression is association. - Association is Justice, by? in JOURNAL OF LIBERTARIAN STUDIES, Winter 80, p.78. - (The Mafia, other crime syndicates and any gangs or robbers and thieves are also associations but they do hardly represent justice. To speak merely of voluntary associations is not clear enough, because they are that, too - but they invade the voluntary associations of others. Thus they are aggressive, criminal, intolerant associations, as opposed to peaceful, honest and tolerant associations. I guess the writer had only the latter in mind in spite of the numerous examples of the former. - J.Z., 28.10.02. )

JUSTICE, PANARCHISM, GOVERNMENT, TERRITORIALISM: Territorial governments have organized and practised injustice rather than justice. Full justice for all can only be organized exterritorially and by volunteer communities. - J.Z., 24.11.92. - Full justice does not mean uniform justice for all kinds of people but just the kind of justice which they want for themselves and their own affairs. Territorial governments do not give all their subjects this option. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE, PEACE & TYRANNY: Peace without justice is tyranny. - William Allen White.

JUSTICE, PERSONAL RATHER THAN CAUSAL THINKING, SCAPEGOATS, CULPRITS, BLAMING OTHER PERSONS, CONSPIRACY THEORIES: We prefer blame to justice. - The Cynic's Book of Wisdom, quoted in: - S. Andrew Swann, Revolutionary, Hostile Takeover # 3, 120. - (J.Z.: Some, or all too many may do so. Should we? J.Z., 21.4.00.)
JUSTICE, POWER, TYRANNY, MAN: Die Gerechtigkeit ist ohnmächtig ohne die Macht; die Macht ist tyrannisch ohne die Gerechtigkeit. Die Gerechtigkeit erfährt viel Widerspruch, wenn sie keine Macht hat, weil es immer bose Menschen gibt; die Mach wird angeklagt, wenn sie nicht gerecht ist. Man muss also die Gerechtigkeit und die Macht vereinigen; und dazu muss man bewirken, dass das mächtig sei, was gerecht ist, oder dass gerecht sei, was mächtig ist. - Pascal, Gedanken, 257, ed. Dieterich. - (Justice is impotent without power while power is tyrannical without justice. Justice encounters much contradiction when it is powerless, because there will always be evil men. Power becomes accused when it is not just. Thus one has to combine justice with power and to achieve that one has to make that powerful what is just or to make that just what is powerful.)

JUSTICE, PROGRESS, HABIT, CUSTOM & TRADITION: Habit creates the appearance of justice; progress has no greater enemy than habit. - José Marti, ANALOG 12/00, page 233. 

JUSTICE, PROPERTY, RESTITUTION, INDEMNITY: Justice is the restoration of property to its just owner. Justice is restitution. - Barnett & Rothbard view, according to Walter Grinder, An Introduction to Libertarian Thought, 21.

JUSTICE, PROPERTY: Gerechtigkeit besteht darin, von keinem Menschen etwas zu nehmen, was ihm gehört. - Hobbes. - (Retranslated: Justice consists in not taking anything from anyone that belongs to him.)

JUSTICE, REASON & PASSIONS: But justice is the product of reason not the passions. And justice is the necessary support of the social order, and the social order is necessary to man's well-being and happiness. If this is so, the norms of justice must control and regulate the passions, and not vice versa. - A, Kenneth Hesselberg, Hume, Natural Law and Justice, 1961. - Quoted in: Rothbard, The Ethics of Liberty, 13.

JUSTICE, RESPECT, DIGNITY: Justice is spontaneous respect, mutually guaranteed, for human dignity, in whatever person it may be compromised and under whatever circumstances, and to whatever risk its defense may expose us. - P. J. Proudhon, De la justice dans la révolution, I, 1858.

JUSTICE, RIGHT, SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES: Nothing is ever settled till it is settled right. - Quoted in GOOD GOVERNMENT, April 83. 

JUSTICE, RIGHT: Let right be done - or do it yourselves. - J.Z., n.d. Let justice be done or arrange for it yourselves. - J.Z., 23.11.05.

JUSTICE, RIGHTS & DELAYS: A right delayed is a right denied. - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

JUSTICE, RIGHTS, COURTS: Present legal and juridical systems mostly grind up individual rights and liberties - or ignore them altogether. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE, RIGHTS, NATURAL LAW, MAN, HUMAN RIGHTS, LAW: Of all these things respecting which learned men dispute there is none more important than clearly to understand that we are born for justice, and that right is founded not in opinion, but in nature. - Marcus Tullius Cicero, Laws (De Legibus).

JUSTICE, RIGHTS, NATURE, SECURITY & LIBERTY: Justice is founded in the rights bestowed by nature upon man. Liberty is maintained in the security of justice. - Description on the Department of Justice Building, Washington.

JUSTICE, SELF-HELP, COURTS, JURIES, ARBITRATION COURTS: We make our own justice. … let us not rail about justice as long as we have arms and the freedom to use them. - Frank Herbert, Dune, Complete & unabridged edition, 87.

JUSTICE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY, ENVY: The need to differentiate between justice and envy. - 6th Annual LP convention - on Earl Ravenal's speech.

JUSTICE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, WAGES, EARNINGS, PROPERTY: What's just has been debated for centuries but let me offer my definition of social justice: I keep what I earn and you keep what you earn. Do you disagree? Well then tell me how much of what I earn belongs to you - and why? - Walter Williams, ALL IT TAKES IS GUTS, 62.

JUSTICE, SOCIAL JUSTICE: Based throughout on the atrocious idea that political power ought to determine the material position of the different individuals or groups. - Hayek, qoted by Ron Manners, on "Social Justice".

JUSTICE, STRENGTH, POWER, MIGHT, DESERTION, MILITARY INSURRECTION, REVOLUTION: In a really just cause the weak conquer the strong. - Sophocles, Oedipus Coloneous, c. 450 B.C. - (J.Z.: Especially when they are not weak in numbers, ideas and weapons and if they manage to mobilize the deserters from the conscripts of the strong for the just common cause. - How often has it happened in wars that all justice was on one side and all injustice on the other side? A truly just cause, well advocated, as just war and peace aims, can largely count on the soldiers and officers of the injust regime, to either desert or rise or let themselves be taken prisoners without resistance. - J.Z., 10.7.86, 27.10.02.)

JUSTICE, SURVIVAL, WORLD, DIS: Es lebe die Gerechtigkeit und sterbe die Welt. - Abraham a Santa Clara. - (Let justice live, even if it costs the world.) - (J.Z.: Another perverse notion on justice. Man is likely to survive only through justice and will perish through injustice, e.g., the injustice inherent in ABC mass murder devices. - J.Z., 28.10.02. 

JUSTICE, SYMPATHY, CRUELTY: Without sympathy justice becomes cruelty. Without justice sympathy becomes weakness. - Metastasio. (Ohne Mitgefühl wird Rechtsprechung zu Grausamkeit. Ohne Rechtsprechung wird Sympathie zu Schwäche.)

JUSTICE, TOLERANCE, RECONCILIATION, PANARCHISM: Wer die Gerechtigkeit nicht schafft, der probiere es mal mit der Verträglichkeit. - Ernst R. Hauschka.  - Whoever cannot achieve justice should at least attempt peaceful coexistence. (Contracts? Reconciliation?) - I would rather recommend tolerance and independence instead, of the panarchistic type. Then it becomes relatively easy to ignore opponents. - J.Z., 15.1.93, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE, TRUTH, FREEDOM, PEACE, SECURITY, VICTORY, STRENGTH: Truth is justice's handmaid, freedom is its child, peace is its companion, safety walks in its steps, victory follows in its train. - Ascribed to Sydney Smith in: A Memoir of the Rev. Sydney Smith, by his daughter, Lady Holland, 1855. 

JUSTICE: "Truth is its (justice's) handmaid, freedom is its child, peace is its companion, safety walks in its steps, victory follows in its train; ..." - Sydney Smith: Lady Holland's Memoir.

JUSTICE, TRUTH, INDIVIDUALS: This is what we stand for: "Truth, Justice and the value of a single human being." - From film: Justice at Nuremberg.

JUSTICE, UNIFORMITY VS. COMPETITION, IMPOSED VS. CHOSEN JUSTICE SYSTEMS, EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW? EQUALITY OF VOLUNTEERS BEFORE THEIR LAW! PANARCHISM: The spectre of a dual system of justice loomed before me. - Piers Anthony, Politician, Bio of a Space Tyrant, vol. 3, 248. - (J.Z.: Rather a multiple, competitive and voluntaristic system of justice consisting of many justice systems, all peacefully coexisting for their volunteers, with agreements on how to deal with those who crossed the line - and offended against members of other volunteer communities. - J.Z., 29.6.00 & 25.1.02.

JUSTICE:  … the crazy ziggurat of precedent and tradition that passes for "justice" dirtside. - Heinlein, The Cat Who Walks Through walls, 65.

JUSTICE: Justice has a price. Sometimes it costs a bribe. - J.Z., 21.7.78.

JUSTICE: Justice is effective coordination. - Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, p. 29.

JUSTICE: Justice is fast becoming subservient to political ideology. - Quoted in NEWS DIGEST INTERNATIONAL, 6/73.

JUSTICE: Justice is the constant and perpetual will to give each man his right. - Digest of Justinian.

JUSTICE: Justice without wisdom is impossible. - J. A. Froude, Short Studies on Great Subjects: Party Politics.

JUSTICE: Justice? Who asks for justice? We make our own justice. We make it here on Arrakis - win or die. Let us not rail about justice as long as we have arms and the freedom to use them. - Frank Herbert, Heretics of Dune, 493. - (J.Z.: Any conqueror and dictator and other "great" leader might have argued likewise, while committing, with armed force, one injustice after another. However, there is something very different about merely receiving justice from above, as a divine or political dispensation, and being involved in making or choosing and assisting a justice system of one's own. - J.Z., 7.2.02. )

JUSTICE: Learn justice. (Discite justitiam.) - Vergil, Aeneid, Bk. vi, 1,620.

JUSTICE: "Force without justice is tyranny and justice without force is futility." - source?

JUSTICE: "Justice is blind" - they say. And how! - J.Z., 24.11.92.

JUSTICE: "Property and justice are water", he said finally. "No man can hold them long. I have spent many years in courtrooms, and I have seen property and justice change when a man speaks, change as the caterpillar changes to the butterfly. Do you understand me? I thought I had victory in my hands, and then the judge spoke and it went away. Like water running through the fingers." - Wilson/Shea, Illuminatus I, 154. - Typical for justice in the hands of the State. - J.Z. 8.1.1985.

JUSTICE: "This way of doing things makes a cultural group work; it maintains orderly relationships. - John Campbell, ANALOG, Dec. 66.

JUSTICE: (Ravenal is sensitive to ....) He is alert to the need to differentiate between justice and envy. - Earl Ravenal, 1976 Washington D.C., LP National Convention report. Ravenal gave a speech as a foreign policy analyst.

JUSTICE: ... it is the definition of justice that each shall enjoy the fruit of his own labor and self-denial, and of injustice that the idle and industrious, the self-indulgent and the self-denying, shall share equally in the product. - W. G. Sumner, as quoted in THE FREEMAN, 5/73, p. 293.

JUSTICE: ... justice should be sold on the free market like any other good, rather than poorly dispensed through a monopolistic judicial system. ... - Scott, in LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, No. 73, p. 28.

JUSTICE: ... the system of the laws of justice is the same as the system of the laws of the world, and they are present in the human soul not only as ideas or concepts but as emotions or feelings. - Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Selected Writings, N.Y., 1969, p.230.

JUSTICE: ... we live under the permanent paradox that justice, whose essence is equality and the very negation of power, is conceived as something which emanates from power. - R. V. Sampson, The Discovery of Peace, p. 100, on Proudhon.

JUSTICE: ... These plain men are the men who pay the taxes, and support the government. Why should they not have such an administration of justice as they desire, and can understand? - L. Spooner, Trial by Jury, Vol. I, p. 134.

JUSTICE: … the duty of love is trivial in comparison with the duty of justice. - Father Franziskus Stratmann, War & Christian Conscience, in "Morals & Missiles", ed. by C. S. Thompson, p. 30. - (J.Z.: Now, that is what I would call a Christian Reformation statement! - J.Z., 7.1.1986. - In that he is ahead of many Protestants. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: … the only prerogative in society is liberty, the only supreme force, Law. Authority and charity, they say, have served their time. What we want instead is justice. - Proudhon, in S. Edwards, in "The Question of Nationalities", 59.

JUSTICE: … justice - in contrast to a grant of privilege - is the absence of any deterrent to the creative aspirations of any individual. Let each person pursue his own ends so long as he does not impede the peaceful objectives of other individuals. Justice, when rightly defined, is 'the cement of society', as Alexander Hamilton phrased it. - L. E. Read, Who's Listening? 95.

JUSTICE: … justice and freedom are products no less than are shoes and phonograph records. Justice and freedom are states-of-affairs that must be created and maintained by human effort. - Don Franzen, Reply to Peter Crosby's "Utopia of Competition", THE PERSONALIST.

JUSTICE: … justice between man and man, and maximum liberty for each person. - Edmund A. Opitz, THE FREEMAN, 5/73.

JUSTICE: … justice is an immutable, natural principle; and not anything that can be made, unmade, or altered by any human power. - Spooner, to Cleveland, 3.

JUSTICE: … Justice ought to be stricter and cheaper: "Reason ought to teach us that justice can never be really such unless it is gratuitous so far as innocent parties are concerned; …" - S. Hutchinson Harris, The Doctrine of Personal Right, 382. - Ascribing this view to & quoting Sir Roland Wilson, in The Province of the State, and also to Individualists. - (J.Z.: Also much faster and much more certain! - J.Z., 28.10.02.)

JUSTICE: … natural law is justice itself ... the nature of justice can no more be altered by legislation than the nature of numbers can be altered by the same means. - Lysander Spooner, quoted in Libertarian Handbook, 1973.

JUSTICE: … no good ever came from the application of one injustice to the cure of another. - Albert Jay Nock, Journal of Forgotten Days, May 1934 - October 1935, Regnery, 1948, 105. 

JUSTICE: … statute law did not have its source in justice nor is justice the outcome of such law. - Sprading, Liberty, 17.

JUSTICE: … the principle of Justice which Proudhon never wavered insisting, is an idea and sentiment, a spiritual force animating the soul of man, immanent in his very nature. If it is not always the most energetic of our impulses, it is the most universal and the most constant. - R. V. Sampson, The Discovery of Peace, 86.

JUSTICE: A good parson once said that where mystery begins religion ends. Cannot I say, as truly at least, of human laws, that where mystery beings, justice ends? - Edmund Burke, 1729-1797.

JUSTICE: A government founded upon anything except liberty and justice cannot and ought not to stand. All the wrecks on either side of the stream of time, all the wrecks of the great cities, and all the nations that have passed away - all are a warning that no nation founded upon injustice can stand. From the sand-enshrouded Egypt, from the marble wilderness of Athens, and from every fallen, crumbling stone of the once mighty Rome, comes a wail as it were, the cry that no nation founded upon injustice can permanently stand. - Robert G. Ingersoll, quoted in Sprading, Liberty, 273.

JUSTICE: A kingdom founded on injustice never lasts. - Seneca (the Younger), Seldes, The Great Quotations, 512.

JUSTICE: A small instance of justice does not mean that the justice expressed in it could not be very important in principle and as an example. - J.Z., 4.9.89. (A part reversal of a remark by Kant, saying, essentially, in my words: A small example of injustice does not mean that the injustice expressed in it could not be very large. - J.Z.)

JUSTICE: Above all other things is justice: success is a good thing; wealth is good also; honor is better, but justice excels them all. - D. D. Field, Speeches: Law Reform, 18 March, 1876.

JUSTICE: Admittedly, there are numerous distinguished economists - they call themselves utilitarians - who, by cause-and effect reasoning, arrive at free market, private property, limited government conclusions. But the case for liberty should, in my opinion, be argued more along the lines of men's rights - justice - than along strictly materialistic lines. For more on this, see my How to Reduce Taxes, FEE, Irvington on Hudson, N.Y. - L. E. Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 32.

JUSTICE: All around us the substitutes for true justice contest for power: 'Equality of opportunity', 'social justice', 'freedom from want'. Meanwhile, justice in the old way 'to each his due' - seems to have been shunted aside. - Source?

JUSTICE: And it is invalid to say of a fact either that it is or that it is not just; only actions are just or unjust. - David Kelley, THE FREEMAN, 1/75.

JUSTICE: Anyone who seeks justice through his own efforts is branded as a criminal, since he has violated the governmental monopoly on justice. - Leland Schubert, describing James L. Walker's views in "MINUS ONE", Spring 173.

JUSTICE: As soon as Justice returns, the golden age returns. (Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna.) Vergil, Eclogues, No. iv, 1.6.

JUSTICE: Brutus sacrificed his sons to his country, though this was probably not absolutely necessary. Were I forced to choose, I would be prepared to sacrifice my country to justice. - Proudhon, quoted by S. Edwards in "The Question of Nationalities", p. 189.

JUSTICE: But if justice be a natural principle, then it is necessarily an immutable one; and can no more be changed - by any power inferior to that which established it - than can the law of gravitation, the laws of light, the principles of mathematics, or any other natural law or principle whatever; and all attempts or assumptions, on the part of any man of body of men - whether calling themselves governments, or by any other name - to set up their own commands, wills, pleasure, or discretion, in the place of justice, as a rule of conduct for any human being, are as much an absurdity, an usurpation, and a tyranny, as would be their attempts to set up their own commands, wills,  pleasure, or discretion in place of any and all the physical, mental, and moral laws of the universe. - Spooner, Natural Law, V.

JUSTICE: But nothing can justify injustice. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 530.

JUSTICE: Charity begins at home, and justice begins next door. - Charles Dickens, 1812-1870, in "Martin Chuzzlewit", Ch. 27.

JUSTICE: Conformity to truth, fact or right reason, fairness, rightfulness; truth, impartiality. - quoted by Sprading as an accepted definition.

JUSTICE: Delay in justice is injustice. - Walter Savage Landor, in: Seldes, The Great Quotations, 512.

JUSTICE: Die Gerechtigkeit ist jene Tugend, die jedem gibt, was ihm gehört. - Augustinus. (Justice is that virtue which gives everybody what belongs to him.) "Suum cuique". - (To each his own.)

JUSTICE: Do every man equal justice.  Let no innocent man suffer, let no guilty man escape. - Isaac Charles Parker of Fort Smith, Arkansas, also known as the "Hanging Judge". 

JUSTICE: Do you really believe that something as sensitive as justice should be administered administered by the government? Wouldn't this be as likely to be badly administered as the government post office and the government health services are and as a government regulated sex life and food supply would be? - J.Z., 1974, 7.1.1986.

JUSTICE: Doesn't every individual owe it to himself to act justly towards others? - R. A. Childs, Jr., INDIVIDUALIST, May 71.

JUSTICE: Don't offer anything that is less than 100 % justice an ideal. - J.Z., 74.

JUSTICE: Ein wesentlicher Umstand bei der Gerechtigkeit, die man andern schuldet, ist, dass man sie ihnen sogleich und ohne Aufschub widerfahren laesst; sie auf sich warten lassen ist Ungerechtigkeit. - La Bruyère, Charaktere, Kap. XII. - (An essential condition with justice owed to others is that one one offers it immediately, without any delays. To let people wait for it amounts to injustice.) - Compare the much more concise: "Justice delayed is justice denied."

JUSTICE: Establish justice, as the only means of banishing the menace of war. - Ramsay Muir, Future of Democracy, 1939.

JUSTICE: Every man has certain judicial powers or rights. He has by nature the right to judge and enforce his own rights, to judge or redress his on wrongs. But, in doing so, a man must only act in accordance with his own judgement and conscience, subject to his own personal responsibility if he commits an error injurious to another. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, "REASON", 3/73.

JUSTICE: Fiat justitia, ne pereat mundus. - Let justice be done so that the world does not perish. - From Bettina Bien Greaves: Mises Made Easier. - Isn't there a much older version running essentially like this: Let justice be done, even though the world might perish as a result? Meaning: Justice, not survival is the highest value. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE: FIAT JUSTITIA, PEREAT MUNDUM. But the world does not perish, where justice is done. - Frederic Ewen, in his introduction to H. Heine, 50.

JUSTICE: Fiat justitia, ruat coelum. (Let justice be done though the heavens fall.) (Act justly, although the world might perish.) - Carl Watner, on Justice, 36.

JUSTICE: From Earth to Heav'n when Justice fled, // The Laws decided in her Stead; // From Heav'n to Earth should she return, // Lawyers might beg, and Lawbooks burn. - "Poor Richard", 1746.

JUSTICE: General justice and mutual interest are found more capable of binding men than signatures and seals. - Godwin, in Sprading, p. 102.

JUSTICE: Give up on lawyers and governments, courts and judges - but never on justice, free arbitration and free juries, individual liberties and rights. - J.Z., 5.4.99.

JUSTICE: Has justice ever grown in the soil of absolute power? Has not justice always come from the press of the heart and spirit of men who resist power? - Woodrow Wilson, 1912. - (J.Z.: So, what was he doing in power? - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE & TERRORISM, ARMS: He who refuses justice surrenders everything to him who is armed. (Arma tenati Omnia dat qui justa negat.) - Lucan, De Bello Civili, Bk. i, 1.348. - (J.Z.: The denial of justice to minority groups leads some of their members to deny justice to innocents by means of terrorist actions against them, committed under false notions of "collective responsibility" for the original and persistent wrongs, by some decision-makers and their helpers, against groups which the terrorists try to represent. Alas, the terrorists themselves aim, as a rule, at territorial rule as well, with them on top and, in their turn, similarly oppressing others, who disagree with them. Endless terror and counter-terror are the result. Civil wars and international wars are largely the same thing but officially organized and practised on a much larger scale. - The official terrorists are the worst. - Not that this excuses any private terrorist actions. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: How are you to find justice at the hands of officers of the court who believe in the sanctity of the law? - Jim Andrews, FREEDOM TODAY, 10/75.

JUSTICE: How is justice to be served if the laws are not to be questioned? - FREEDOM TODAY, Oct. 75.

JUSTICE: I am interested in justice, not the law. There is an unfortunate difference. - Peter O'Donnell, A Taste for Death, p. 106.

JUSTICE: I say that you need a clear, positive, and exact expression of your whole idea (of justice), that is, an expression which states at once the principle, the means, and the end; and I add that that expression is ASSOCIATION. - "Association Is Justice, JLS, Winter 80, p. 78. - See also under Associationism, Voluntaryism, Secessionism, Panarchism. )

JUSTICE: If each of us will treat each other human being as a person, and respect the essential humanity of that person by respecting his right to free choice, we will achieve justice. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., THE FREEMAN, 5/74.

JUSTICE: If justice be not a natural principle, it is no principle at all. If it be not a natural principle, there is no such thing as justice. If it be not a natural principle, all that men have ever said or written about it, from time immemorial, has been said and written about that which had no existence. If it be not a natural principle, all the appeals for justice that have ever been heard, and all the struggles for justice that have ever been witnessed, have been appeals and struggles for a mere fantasy, a vagary of the imagination, and not for a reality. - Spooner, Natural Law.

JUSTICE: If justice be not a natural principle, then there is no such thing as injustice; and all the crimes of which the world has been the scene, have been no crimes at all; but only simple events, like the falling of the rain, or the setting of the sun; events of which the victims had no more reason to complain than they had to complain of the running of the streams, or the growth of vegetation. - If justice be not a natural principle, governments (so-called) have no more  right or reason to take cognisance of it, or to pretend or profess to take cognisance of it, than they have to take cognisance, or to pretend or profess to take cognisance, of any other nonentity; and all their professions of establishing justice, or of maintaining justice, or of regarding justice, are simply the mere gibberish of fools, or the frauds of impostors. - L. Spooner, Natural Law.

JUSTICE: If men are to live together as civilised beings, then justice, not sacrifice, must be the ruling principle among them. Just as productiveness is the primary expression of man's rationality in his relationship to nature, so justice is the primary expression of man is rationality in his relationship to other men. - Ayn Rand, quoted in Young, on A. R., 17.

JUSTICE: If the idea that we form of justice and right is ill defined, if it is imperfect or even false, it is clear that all our legislative applications will be wrong, our institutions vicious, our politics erroneous; and, consequently, there will be disorder and chaos. - Proudhon, What is Property? 1840, in Tucker's translation, p. 26/27.

JUSTICE: If you seek peace you will not find it but if you obtain justice you will find peace. - General Montgomery.

JUSTICE: If you want justice, leave government courts, judges, lawyers, laws, parliaments, politicians, and bureaucrats alone. Don't support or obey them, when you can help it. Rather secede from them. Establish or choose your own juridical system. - J.Z., 5.4.99. - With as much freedom of choice and freedom of action and experimentation finally established for individuals and their voluntary associations, we would soon make fast progress with the realization of justice on earth. As it is, our individual rights and liberties are almost strangled by avalanches of laws and court decisions. - J.Z., 27.10.02. 

JUSTICE: If your Justice will not far exceed the justice of scholars and Pharisees, then you will not get to the heavenly empire. - Pestalozzi, Lienhard & Gertrud, 165. Kapitel, Motto. (Wenn eure Gerechtigkeit nicht weit übertreffen wird die Gerechtigkeit der Schriftgelehrten und Pharisäer, so werdet ihr nicht ins Reich des Himmels eingehen.)

JUSTICE: I'll not sell my birth-right for a mess of pottage, for Justice is my natural right, my heirdom, my inheritance by lineal descent from the loins of Adam, and so to all the sons of men as their proper right without respect to persons. - Overton, 9.9.1648.

JUSTICE: Ils veulent etre libres et ne savent pas etre justes. (Sie wollen frei sein, und sie verstehen nicht gerecht zu sein. They want to be free and know not how to be just.) - Abbe Joseph Sieyes, in the Constituent Assembly, 10 Aug., 1789.

JUSTICE: In a footnote, Spooner paraphrases a follower of Blackstone to say "that, when no law has been made in violation of justice, judicial tribunals, 'in all ages and nations', have 'seldom' failed to agree as to what justice is." - p. 9, Spooner on natural law, Works, I, p. 4.

JUSTICE: In a just society, each individual should be rewarded for his energy, his talents, his productivity and his service. He ought not to be rewarded because of his privileged position as an official of the State. Neither should he be penalised, as he so often is today, by the State because he puts in a better than average performance at what he knows or does best. Justice requires that each man be free to prove his excellence and to enjoy the rewards of his efforts as they are accorded to him by those who pay for them and are therefore best able to judge their value. -- It is well that we remember that who robs another of his reward, diminishes not only his own status, but deprives all of society of the benefits it might otherwise gain from the energies and productivity of every citizen. -- The government that robs its citizens of their reward, upon whatever pretext, diminishes not only the stature of its citizens, but condemns the nation to a future of poverty and despair. - Morris Shumiatcher, THE FREEMAN, 8/75, p. 493. (A name version of "Schumacher" or a misprint?)

JUSTICE: In one of the most vitriolic epistles he addressed to the officials of government, Spooner insisted that it is not the Constitution that is the supreme law of the land but justice. "And if you do not know it", he wrote one of his unfortunate victims, "your ignorance is so dense as to be pitiable." - There are those who argue that liberty is lost to the American people because the Constitution has been neglected, he rasped, but freedom can never be sustained in the land where people are taught to slavishly follow the exact letter of the Constitution as though it were a book of commandments bequeathed to them by a supreme lawgiver. Only justice possesses enough majesty to be accorded a place of honor in our consciences. - W. O. Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, p. 125.
JUSTICE: In the field of justice, man's will is all; men CAN move mountains, if only men so decide. - Murray N. Rothbard, in "Why Be Libertarian?", in "Egalitarianism As A Revolt Against Nature, p. 149.

JUSTICE: In the search for justice, injustice must not be practised. - Solneman, LERNZIEL ANARCHIE, Nr. 2, S. 38.

JUSTICE: In the Virginia Declaration of Rights, drafted by George Mason and adopted on June 12, 1776, there appears this statement in Article 15: "No free government or the blessings of liberty can be preserved to any people but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue, and by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles."

JUSTICE: In the whole constitution of man, I cannot see any virtue contrary to justice, whereby it may be resisted and opposed. - Marcus Aurelius Antoninus: Meditations.

JUSTICE: Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. - Martin Luther King, 1963.

JUSTICE: Injustice is relatively easy to bear; what stings is justice. - Ascribed to Mencken, by Mack Reynolds: Trample an Empire Down, p. 117/8.

JUSTICE: It is also a subject of science, and is to be learned, like mathematics, or any other science. It does not derive its authority from the commands, will, pleasure, or discretion of any possible combination of men, whether calling themselves a government, or by any other name. - Spooner, to Cleveland, 3.

JUSTICE: It is also in the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus offers the classical formulation of a notion of justice that embraces retribution as well as distribution: 'the measure you give, shall be the measure you get.' But the distinctive conception of justice in the New Testament is that on the day of judgement few will be saved from eternal torment. The idea that any man - not even to speak of most of mankind - should be punished with eternal torture is so repugnant to liberals that millions refuse to acknowledge its presence where it stares them in the face. - Walter Kaufmann, Without Guilt and Justice, 43.

JUSTICE: It is the science of peace: and the only science of peace: since it is the science which alone can tell us on what conditions mankind can live in peace, or ought to live in peace, with each other. - L. Spooner, Natural Law. - (J.Z.: However, for many centuries one overlooked that this would require the abolition of territorial States & their jurisdiction and their replacement by exterritorially autonomous volunteer communities and their various justice systems. One territorial justice system for all amounts to injustice to many people who disagree on principles, means and methods, punishments, rehabilitation and preventative steps against crimes. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Just don't expect justice from governments - J.Z. 23.1.74. - Not from territorial governments, anyhow. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Justice - The True Economic Expediency. - B. Butterworth, Headline in "PROGRESS", March 1979.

JUSTICE: Justice alone is the Supreme Law of this land, and all other lands. - Spooner, Works 1, 5.

JUSTICE: Justice and Generosity do not go hand in hand, the hand of Generosity being commonly thrust into the pocket of Justice.'  -  A. Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary, under: Fable.

JUSTICE: Justice being taken away, then, what are kingdoms but great robberies? For what are robberies themselves, but little kingdoms? - St. Augustine, The City of God, IV.

JUSTICE: Justice cannot be discovered in the by-pass through the minds of prejudiced and corrupt politicians and bureaucrats. - J.Z., 9.75.

JUSTICE: Justice consists in the compliance with custom in all matters of difference between men. … this accords with the definition of the Roman law. - James Coolidge Carter. - (J.Z.: While this might be a sufficient standard for justice within a volunteer community, with its personal law system, it is not automatically a good enough guide for the interrelationships between different volunteer-communities, unless on agrees, in advance, to adopt either the law of the defender or that of the accuser. I hold that a highly developed individual rights code would be a better guide to follow. However, agreement on this is also a matter of negotiation between such exterritorially autonomous communities, with their competing legal and juridical systems. - J.Z., 25.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Justice contains the sum of all virtue, and every just man, Kyrnos, is good. - Greek poet Theognis, in the 2nd. half of the 6th. century B.C. (Walter Kaufmann, Without Guilt and Justice, 38.)

JUSTICE: Justice could be reached only through reason. Most men erred in their reasoning because they were encumbered by selfish or limited interests. - Spooner to George Bradburn, Dec. 5, 1847, quoted by Chively, p. 40, Spooner works, I.

JUSTICE: Justice delayed is justice denied, says the legal maxim; what we have done is to institutionalize the denial of justice. … Woodrow Wilson, while still a professor of political science, said that delays had effectively denied use of the courts to tens of millions of American citizens. - Jerry Pournelle, To Establish Justice, ANALOG, 9/83, page 111.

JUSTICE: Justice delayed is justice denied. - Attributed to William E. Gladstone, 1809-1898. - Laurence J. Peter Peter's Quotations, p. 276 (1977). Unverified.
JUSTICE: Justice demands that no man interfere with choices affecting the life, liberty, or property of another human being by coercion, fraud, or duress. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., THE FREEMAN, 5/74.

JUSTICE: Justice entrusted to bureaucrats, MP's, judges and lawyers ceases to be justice, as a rule. - J.Z., 183.95.

JUSTICE: Justice first. - Edmund Opitz, THE FREEMAN, 7/75, p. 437.

JUSTICE: Justice for all. Charity for none! - J.Z., 2/75. - Compulsory charity for none. Voluntary charity for those who like it. I would always prefer private insurance, credit, mutual aid and fraternal arrangements. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Justice in two words is just ice. Often it is that cold and meaningless. - August B. Black, My Briefs on Life, FRAGMENTS 3-6/98. - One should distinguish between "positive" and legal justice and natural justice, conforming to the nature of man and his individual rights and liberties. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE: Justice is a code of principles which defines what is due to a man, what he deserves, what he is legitimately entitled to ... the fundamental need of man in society is freedom of action, which means: recognition of his rights to actions over property which he morally owns, i.e. has a justifiable claim to, which means: Justice." - R. A. Childs Jr., INDIVIDUALIST, May 71, p. 5.

JUSTICE: Justice is always the same, whether it be due from one man to a million, or from a million to one man. - Chief Justice Jay.

JUSTICE: Justice is blind ... but must it also be deaf and dumb, and wear a wooden leg? - Quoted by Scott in THE LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, No. 76, 8/5/78.

JUSTICE: Justice is effective coordination. - Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, p. 39.

JUSTICE: Justice is equity in balance with equality. - G. C. Szmak, in "The Four Blind Spots".

JUSTICE: Justice is everything. - Big Bob in Georges Simenon, Fifth Omnibus, p. 248.

JUSTICE: Justice is itself the great standing policy of civil society; and any eminent departure from it, under any circumstances, lies under the suspicion of being no policy at all. - Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution and France.

JUSTICE: Justice is itself the great standing policy of civil society; and any eminent departure from it, under any circumstances, lies under the suspicion of being no policy at all. - Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France. - (J.Z.: Was Burke quite just towards all aspects of the French Revolution and towards the writings of Thomas Paine? - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Justice is liberty and property. - Bastiat, quoted in Roche III, Bastiat, 157.

JUSTICE: Justice is love, so love justice or it won't love you. - D.Z, 14.11.76.

JUSTICE: Justice is more important than descent. - J.Z., n.d.

JUSTICE: Justice is not impossible - but has too few defenders - people who understand and love it and are prepared to stand up, risk unpopularity and to fight for it. - J.Z., 24.2.86, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE: Justice is not the right of the stronger, but the effective harmony of the whole. - Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, 39.

JUSTICE: Justice is our destiny. - Zarlenga.

JUSTICE: Justice is the constant and perpetual will to give each man his right. -  Digest of Justinian.

JUSTICE: Justice is the end of government. - Daniel Defoe, The True-born Englishmen, II, 1, 368. - (J.Z.: Has it ever been the true aim of any government? Will not the realisation of true justice mean the end of any territorially imposed government? - J.Z., 2.4.99. -- Defoe's remark is rather ambiguously expressed. It could mean that justice will end governments or that justice is what governments really aim at. I would rather say: Government won't achieve justice but justice will end government. - J.Z. 5.7.82. - Overlooking previous remarks, which got separated in scanning, I added now: Indeed, the realisation of true justice would mean ending all territorial governments. - Territorial governments usually strove more for power than genuine justice. They only pretended to provide the latter and defence and protection etc. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Justice is the end of government. It is the end of civil society. - James Madison, Federalist, No. 51. - (J.Z.: True justice realized would end territorial governments and finally, being truly civil, it would free societies. - Did territorial governments ever sufficiently aim at justice rather than power? - J.Z., 16.11.02, 23.11.05.)

JUSTICE: Justice is the greatest good and injustice the greatest evil. - John Leitch, Man to Man, 233, quoting from the policy of the Packard Company.

JUSTICE: Justice is the having and doing what is one's own. - Plato.

JUSTICE: Justice is the only true and right way to peace. - G. C. Szmak, in "The Four Blind Spots".

JUSTICE: Justice is the settled and permanent intention of rendering to each man his rights. - Roman, Justinian, Institutions, I, i. 

JUSTICE: Justice is the sum of all moral duty. - William Godwin, An Enquiry concerning Political Justice, 1793.

JUSTICE: Justice is the supreme God, it is the living God, the all-powerful God, ... Proudhon, Oevres Complete de P. J. Proudhon, De la Justice dans la Revolution et dans l'Eglise, vol. I, p. 225.

JUSTICE: Justice is the very first condition of all society, and indeed a condition of human life prior to society. Justice consists essentially in regard to two rights that belong by nature to every man, namely, liberty and property. -  View ascribed to Dr. Quesnay in "Natural Right", 1765, and Mercier de la Riviere, in: "The Natural and Essential Order of  Political Societies", 1757.

JUSTICE: Justice is to give every man his own. - Aristotle. - Free Man's Almanac, by L. E. Read. (Suum cuique.)

JUSTICE: Justice is truth in action. - Benjamin Disraeli, 1851. Also: Joubert, Pensees, No.203, 1838.

JUSTICE: Justice is truth in action. - Churchill. - (J.Z.: How often did he know it and put it into action? - J.Z.,, 7.1.86. - If I drop something on Earth, it will fall, unless it is tied, glued, nailed or screwed on or otherwise held up. This is true, but is it justice? Obviously, he meant only the use of truths for relationships between people. But even there: Is total frankness and expression of all the opinions one has of others, in their presence or in their absence, always demanded by "justice"? In certain situations one should not lie or remain silent - but in others! Formulas can be expressed in so general terms that they become rather useless. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)
JUSTICE: Justice may be called, of all things, the miracle worker amongst men. - John Bright, 1868.

JUSTICE: Justice may be defined, [as] that virtue which impels us to give to every person what is his due. In this extended sense of the word, it comprehends the practice of every virtue which reason prescribes, or society should expect. Our duty to our Maker, to each other, and to ourselves, are fully answered, if we give them what we owe them. Thus justice, properly speaking, is the only virtue; and all the rest have their origin in it. - The qualities of candour, fortitude, charity, and generosity, for instance, are not, in their own nature, virtues; and if ever they deserve the title, it is owing only to justice, which impels and directs them. Without such a moderator, candour might become indiscretion, fortitude obstinacy, charity improudence, and generosity mistaken profusion. … - Oliver Goldsmith, The Bee, No. III, p. 364.

JUSTICE: Justice must not only be done but manifestly must be seen to be done. - Lord Chief Justice Hewart, 1924.

JUSTICE: Justice must tame, whom mercy cannot win. - George Savile, Lord Halifax, 1633-1695. - (J.Z.: Justice should be a primary and mercy merely a secondary consideration. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)
JUSTICE: Justice never is anything in itself, but in dealing of men with one another in any place whatever and at any time, it is a kind of compact not to harm or be harmed. - Epicurus, Principal Doctrines, 33, ca. 341-270 B.C. - (J.Z.: Rather, not to do wrong and not to be wronged. - J.Z., n.d.)

JUSTICE: Justice requires that you should not place the burdens of one man on the shoulders of another man, even though he is better able to bear them. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 57.

JUSTICE: Justice rules when rights are respected or protected and individual responsibility applies to offenders. J.Z., ca. 1975-1980. - However, there is a limited case for applying collective responsibility to criminals with victims. If they do not form a mutual insurance company to make good all the damages they do, as far as that can be done, then such an organization can be forced upon them, financed via levies of all those convicted of crimes with victims and with indemnification claims against them only being reduced in accordance with the information they supply on other criminals, not yet convicted for particular crimes. - See my articles on this in my PEACE PLANS series. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Justice should know "no limits in time or distance". - Simon Wiesenthal, quoted in READER'S DIGEST, 3/72.

JUSTICE: Justice to all. (Justitia omnibus.) - Motto of the District of Columbia. 

JUSTICE: Justice Versus Social Justice. - L. E. Read, heading of chapter 14 of "Who's Listening?", p. 93.

JUSTICE: Justice without power is inefficient; power without justice is tyranny. Justice without power is opposed, because there are always wicked men. Power without justice is soon questioned. Justice and power must therefore be brought together, so that whatever is just may be powerful, and whatever is powerful may be just. - Blaise Pascal, Pensees.

JUSTICE: Justice without wisdom is impossible. - J. A. Froude, Short Studies on Great Subjects: Party Politics.

JUSTICE: Justice, being destroyed, will destroy; being preserved, will preserve; it must never, therefore, be violated. [MANU]-? (Stress the first part or leave rest out. - D.Z.)

JUSTICE: Justice, once disturbed, cannot be restored by indemnification between the victims alone. The offender (or similar types of offenders, rather than the general public must be held responsible for all the damages, including the costs of his apprehension. Different kinds of penal codes and judiciary systems and rehabilitation, punishment, deterrence and indemnification systems will be applied by different panarchies. - J.Z., 28.7.84, 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Justice ... A commodity which in a more or less adulterated condition the State sells to the citizen as a reward for his allegiance, taxes and personal service. - Ambrose Bierce. - (J.Z.: Does it sell more justice than injustice? - J.Z., 29.6.00.)

JUSTICE: Justice: Is the handmaiden of government and thus bespeaks the character of its master ... - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 74. - (J.Z.: Better: Justice is too often the ... - J.Z. 1/75.

JUSTICE: Justitia est constans et perpetua voluntas jus suum cuique tribuendi. (Justice is a steady and unceasing disposition to render to every man his due.) - Carl Watner, ibid, 15, quoting Justinian, Institutiones, Bk. i, sec. 1.

JUSTICE: Justitia est linma recti. (Justice is a straight line.) Watner, Justice, 21.

JUSTICE: Knowing of the rights of others, sometimes expressed as not doing unto others that which one would not have done unto self: Justice. - Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 171.

JUSTICE: Learn to do justice. (Discite justitiam.) - Vergil: Aeneid, VI, 18 B.C.

JUSTICE: Let justice be a weapon. Or: Use justice as a weapon. - J.Z., after reading Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 973: "The weapon was justice."

JUSTICE: Let justice be done, so that the world be saved. - J.Z., 7.4.77.

JUSTICE: Let justice be done, though the heavens fall. (Fiat justitia, ruat coelum.) - Source ?

JUSTICE: Let justice be your breastplate, and you shall need to fear no enemies, for you shall strike a terrour to your now insulting oppressors, and force all the Nations Peace to fly before you. Prosecute and prosper. - Walwyn, The Bloody Project, 1648.

JUSTICE: Let order and justice prevail. - Bastiat, quoted by Roche III, Bastiat, 208.

JUSTICE: Let our strength be the law of justice: for that which is feeble is found to be nothing worth. - Apocrypha: Wisdom of Solomon, ii, 11.

JUSTICE: Let there be courts of justice instead of law. - J.Z., 27.11.73, after reading: "Let there be justice in the courts instead of law." - in "Treasury of Thought, by D. R. Runes, p. 81.

JUSTICE: Libertarians believe that justice is that which ought to be done by one to another. - Sprading, Liberty, 16.

JUSTICE: Maladministration of justice raises, very considerably, the cost of living for all. - Herbert Spencer, The Study of Sociology, postscript.

JUSTICE: Man has a right to justice - at the expense of the aggressor, if he exists. The difference in this regard between justice and a good such as food, a job, or shelter, is this: to claim a 'right to food' is to demand something positive from others which it is not in their interest to provide; but to claim a right to justice is to ask of others only the negative requirement of non-aggression. The cliché, "freedom isn't free", describes an undesirable present fact of reality. ... It certainly should not be mistaken for the ideal or for the condition of a truly libertarian society. - R. A. Childs, Jr., THE LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, 10/7/72.

JUSTICE: Maybe there is a little bit of justice in the world after all. - From the new Mike Hammer film: The Golden Lady. - (J.Z.: And maybe we can increase that amount a little. - J.Z., 3.8.89.

JUSTICE: Nationalized, legalized, lawyerized and bureaucratized justice is no longer justice. - J.Z. 5.4.99, 27.10.02

JUSTICE: No more than justice is obligatory, and no less. - J.Z., 73/75.

JUSTICE: Now, if von Mises and the Austrian school are correct in their conclusion that market means are the optimal mechanism for supplying human wants, then justice and freedom should be most efficiently produced by the free market. - Don Franzen, Reply to Peter Crosby's "Utopia of Competition", THE PERSONALIST.

JUSTICE: Of all the things respecting which I learned men dispute, there is nothing more important than clearly to understand that we are born for justice and that right is founded not in opinion but in nature. - Marcus Tullius Cicero, Laws, - Seldes, The Great Quotations, 536.

JUSTICE: Of the two principles libertarians share: "Do No Injustice" and "Suffer No Injustice", the first injunction should be to "Suffer No Injustice" and the second "Do None". The certainty of meeting a firm and resolute resistance to injustice is far more powerful than a simple prohibition. The man who defends his life and just property defends the conditions required for his continued existence. - Carl Watner, On Justice, quoting von Ihering, The Struggle for Law, 76 & 46.

JUSTICE: Only the market can properly market justice. - D., 76.

JUSTICE: Our defence is not in armaments, nor in science, nor in going underground. Our defence is in law and order. - Albert Einstein, 1879-1955. - (J.Z.: Can the usual democratic or republican "law and order" system defend us sufficiently against internal and external aggression? Against private terrorism or official terrorism with ABC mass murder devices? - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Policemen: They are friends when supporting justice and foes when inflicting injustice. - L. E. Read.

JUSTICE: Rawl ... arguing that "just institutions are those which allow creativity to all people". - W. Stoddard, "REASON", 3/74.

JUSTICE: Rawl ... arguing that JUST INSTITUTIONS ARE THOSE WHICH ALLOW CREATIVITY TO ALL PEOPLE. - W. Stoddard, REASON, 3/74.

JUSTICE: Render unto all men their due, but remember thou art also a man. - Martin F. Tupper, Proverbial Philosophy: of Humility.

JUSTICE: Rightfulness; uprightness, equitableness, as the justice of a cause. - Quoted by Sprading as an accepted definition.

JUSTICE: So long as governments depend on coercion, justice cannot be obtained. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, REASON, 3/73.

JUSTICE: Something as sensitive as justice shouldn't be administered by governments. - J.Z. 29.6.74. - I.e., not by politicians and bureaucrats. Then it turns out even worse than art, music, charity, postal and transport services or defence administered by them. - They are so mistaken that they still imagine that they can promote justice by their avalanches of laws! - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Sparing justice feeds iniquity. - Shakespeare, The Rape of Lucrece, 1594.

JUSTICE: Speed is not of the essence; justice very definitely is. - E. E. 'Doc' Smith, First Lensman, p. 215. - Is justice done to a man when his court case is rightfully settled only after his death? Justice ought to be speedy, too! - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: Spooner no more than John Brown expected justice through legal channels. - Charles Shively, in introduction to Spooner's works, 1, 38.

JUSTICE: Summum ius summa iniuria. - Extreme [legal] justice is extreme injustice. - Anonymous Latin Legal maxim cited by Cicero, De Officiis 1.10.33.

JUSTICE: Sumner advanced a fundamental principle of justice: "I am entitled to make the most I can of myself without hindrance from anybody, but I am not entitled to any guarantee that I should make as much of myself as somebody else makes of himself. - W. G. Sumner, quoted by J. Marshall, JLS, Fall 79.

JUSTICE: Suum cuique: To each his own. Ancient Roman definition of justice. 

JUSTICE: That justice is the highest quality in the moral hierarchy I do not say, but that it is the first. That which is above justice must be based on justice, and include justice, and be reached through justice. - Henry George, Social Problems, Ch. 9.

JUSTICE: That which is above justice must be based on justice, and include justice, and be reached through justice. - Henry George, Social Problems, IX, 1884.

JUSTICE: That which is unjust can really profit no one; that which is just can really harm no one. - Henry George, The Land Question, Ch. 14. - (J.Z.: Doesn't the death penalty harm the murderer? Doesn't crime pay, sometimes, for some criminals? J. Z. 27.4.83. - With a murderer only an irrational being is eliminated, rational beings are not harmed but benefit by his execution - unless they take into consideration the earnings and indemnification potential thus destroyed. And crime pays, usually, only in the short run and only in money and excitement. J.Z., 8.1.1986.)

JUSTICE: The belief that men have a right to justice is implicit in the very spirit of libertarianism. - R. A. Childs Jr., THE LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, 10/7/72.

JUSTICE: The Chinese sage, Mencius, is said to have declared: I desire life. I also desire justice. But if I cannot have both, I shall have to let life go and take justice. - Carl Watner, On Justice, 37, referring to the Works of Mencius, VI, I, 10.1.

JUSTICE: The conception of justice that underlies retributive and distributive justice is the same: distributions and punishments are considered just when each gets what he deserves, and unjust when this is not the case. In other words, JUSTICE CONSISTS OF METING OUT TO MEN WHAT THEY DESERVE. When they are punished because they are held to deserve evil and suffering, one speaks of retributive justice. When what is distributed is good, one speaks of distributive justice. I propose to criticise this kind of justice - retributive justice, in the remainder of this chapter, distributive justice in the next. The notion that distributive justice is better understood as fairness will also be taken up in the next chapter. - Walter Kaufmann, Without Guilt and Justice, 39.

JUSTICE: The crooked course of favor, greatness, or the like, is not the proper channel of justice; it is pure, and individual, equally and alike proper unto all, descending and running in that pure line streaming and issuing out unto all, though grievously corrupted, vitiated, and adulterated from generation to generation. - Overton, 9.9.1648.

JUSTICE & RESPECT: The essence of justice is respect. - Proudhon.

JUSTICE: The extremity of justice is extreme injustice. - Richard Grafton, Chronicle at Large, 1568. - (J.Z.: A misleading formula. All principles can be exaggerated on a nominalist basis. Every truth relates to others. Every value is bounded by other values: every right limited by other rights. - J.Z., 10.7.86. - What is here called "extremity of justice" is, probably, by itself, essentially an injust act that should never be called and act of justice. - To judge this judgment or misjudgment one may have to proceed from such generalities to practical cases. - J.Z., 27.10.02. 

JUSTICE: The first principle of justice, according to Rawls, is equal liberty. - William Stoddard, REASON, 3/74.

JUSTICE: The free market renders justice. Justice is a social term; it relates to relationships one with another and is achieved when our relations with each other are fair. How is a just exchange to be determined? It is simply a matter of respecting subjective judgements If you prefer what I have to offer more than what you stand ready to give in exchange, that is all there is to it: economic justice. This is willing exchange - both parties willing - a prime tenet of the free market way of life. - L. E. Read, The Truth Will Out, p. 45.

JUSTICE: The government cannot even ensure the production of a decent pair of boots - and still some believe it should be entrusted with the production of as sensitive an article as justice. - J.Z., 4.2.73.

JUSTICE: The just among the Gentiles are priests of God. - Eliyahu Zuta, 20. - A Gentile who lives a goodly life is like a High Priest. - Rabbi Meír, Abodah Zarah, 32. - Even an idolator who studies Zorah is like the High Priest. - Baba Kamma, 38a. - Are all priests renowned for their justice? - J.Z., 289.10.02.

JUSTICE: The rendering to everyone his due or right; just treatment. - Sprading, quoting it as an accepted definition.

JUSTICE: The root of all well-ordered social action is a sentiment of justice, which at once insists on personal freedom, and is solicitous for the like freedom of others; and there at present exists but a very inadequate amount of this sentiment. - Herbert Spencer, Essays, From Freedom to Bondage.

JUSTICE: The science of justice is as open to be learned by all other men as by themselves; and it is, in general, so simple and easy to be learned, that there is no need of, and no place for, any man, or body of men, to teach it, declare it, or command it, on their own authority. - Spooner, to Cleveland, 5.

JUSTICE: The State provides 'justice' by mass terror, 'freedom' by mass servitude, and 'defense' by mass murder. - VONULIFE, 3/73.

JUSTICE: The State's concept of justice is as outdated as its judges' wigs. - J.Z., 1973. - By now, in many cases, the wigs are gone but the unjust laws remain - and are even multiplied. - J.Z., 7.1.1986.

JUSTICE: There are only two ways in which each of us can improve our lot: at our own expense; or at the expense of others. The first method constitutes justice; the second injustice. - Roche III, Bastiat, 203.

JUSTICE: There is a point beyond which even justice becomes unjust. - Sophocles, Electra, ca. 450 B.C. - (J.Z.: I would rather say: A point where it ends and its authority is exceeded, or where it only succeeds in introducing an additional kind of injustice. - J.Z., 10.7.86. - There is no right to infringe the rights and liberties of others. Justice does not authorize injustices. There is no inherent contradiction. - J.Z., 27.10.02.

JUSTICE: There is no incompatibility between prosperity and justice, between peace and freedom. - Bastiat, Sophisms, 124.

JUSTICE: There is no other principle that any man can rightly enforce upon others, or ought to consent to have enforced against himself. Every man claims the protection of this principle for himself, whether he is willing to accord it to others or not ... -  Spooner, to Cleveland, 6.

JUSTICE: There never will be a decent political sense developed in this country until we breed a race of people who are as ready to go to the mat for justice in behalf of what they do not believe in as in behalf of what they do believe in. That is the spirit that utterly terrifies politicians and job holders and makes them walk a chalk line. - A. J. Nock.

JUSTICE: There was no cry for freedom in 1642, only justice. Justice is the cry for obeyance of (obedience to? - J.Z.) old laws. Liberty is the cry of revolution. Revolution may make new laws ... or none at all. - Libertarian Handbook, 1973, p. 27.

JUSTICE: They call it the Halls of Justice because the only place you get justice is in the halls. - Lenny Bruce. 

JUSTICE: To do justice to; to treat with fairness or according to merit; to render what is due to; ... Quoted by Sprading as accepted definition.

JUSTICE: To no one will we deny justice, to no one will we delay it. (Nulli negabimus, nulli differemus justitiam. - Unknown, Magna Carta, 12 June, 1215.

JUSTICE: To say that men have a right to justice does not mean that they should be required to pay a tax to a government or a fee to an insurance company for the privilege of not being aggressed against. Man has a right to justice - at the expense of the aggressor, if he exists. - R. A. Childs Jr., THE LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, 10/7/72.

JUSTICE: True law is right reason conformable to nature, universal, unchangeable, eternal, whose commands urge us to duty, and whose prohibitions restrain us from evil ... This law cannot be contradicted by any other law, and is not liable either to derogation or abrogation. Neither the senate nor the people can give us any dispensation for not obeying this universal law of justice. It needs no other expositor and interpreter than our own conscience. It is not one thing at Rome, and another at Athens; one thing today, and another to-morrow; but in all times and nations this universal law must forever reign, eternal and imperishable. - Cicero, De re publica, On the Commonwealth, translated in "Bohn's Classical Library, London, Bell and Daldy, 1872, p. 360. - (J.Z.: As if the demands of consciences did not differ in different people! Those with the same conscience and justice notions should associate to do their own things for and to themselves - and leave others, with different notions and practices alone. See: Tolerance. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Truth is the summit of being; justice is the application of it to affairs. - Emerson, Essays, Second Series: Character.

JUSTICE: Tyranny, not liberty, has been the custom in the past; and so Libertarians reject custom as a guiding principle, just as they reject power or might. They know that JUSTICE IS NOT SOMETHING THAT WAS, OR IS, BUT THAT IS TO BE. Pascal saw the absurdity of law and justice that have their source in custom, for he says: "In the just and unjust we find hardly anything which does not change its character in changing its climate. Three degrees of elevation of the pole reverse the whole of jurisprudence. A meridian is decisive of truth, or a few years of possession. Fundamentals always change! Right has its epochs! A pleasant justice that, which a river or a mountain limits! Truth on this side the Pyrenees, error on the other!" - Sprading, Liberty, 17.

JUSTICE: Unable to strengthen justice, they have justified might. ... - Pascal.

JUSTICE: 'We can define justice as respect for free choice.' - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., THE FREEMAN, 5/74.

JUSTICE: We must be just to another or die. - J.Z., after reading: " ... we must love one another or die", in: Edmund Cooper: Tomorrow Came, p. 34.

JUSTICE: What he called 'the evil excesses of force' had become so 'ingrained in our ways and in our laws' that justice no longer seemed possible. Either men must be free, or society must be unjust. - Roche, Bastiat, 58.

JUSTICE: What is justice? To give ever man his due. - Aristotle.

JUSTICE: What kind of justice can we expect from territorial government constitutions, laws, regulations, courts, monopoly police forces and their lawyers and judges? - J.Z., 21.9.93, 27.10.02.

JUSTICE: What sort of protection is this of the general right, that is maintained by infringing the rights of particulars? What sort of justice is this, which is enforced by breaches of its own laws? These paradoxes I leave to be solved by the able heads of legislators and politicians. For my part, I say what a plain man would say on such occasion. - Edmund Burke, quoted in Sprading, Liberty and the Great Libertarians, pp. 64/65. - (J.Z.: Able heads of legislators and politicians? How many are there? - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: What we call civil society consists of numerous, diverse, varying individuals, each a world to himself, and living contemporaneously. Each can reach his potential best only as justice prevails in personal relations, that is, in the absence of injustice. Understood in this manner, justice is indeed the end of civil society. - L. E. Read, Who's Listening?, 94.

JUSTICE: What, indeed, is Justice other than an equal balance of forces? Justice is not merely a relationship, an abstract idea, a fictitious creation of the intelligence or an act of faith on the part of conscience. It is something real and all the more imperative because based on those freely moving forces that we know to be realities. - Proudhon, Property, 144.

JUSTICE: When we have but the will to do it, that very moment will justice be done: that very instant the tyrants of the earth shall bite the dust. - Peter Kropotkin, An Appeal to the Young, 1880. - (J.Z.: A bit of wishful thinking is involved here. All the wishful thinking of all the libertarians, and all their present actions in favour of their ideals, do no automatically and immediately abolish all wrongful restrictions in this world. However, if they bothered to mobilise all their ideas and references, put and kept them in print, supplemented them as is advisable, made every positive idea, talent and resource known and available for their freedom struggle, then they could win fast. Compare how they ignored so far, e.g., their microfiche, floppy disk and CD-ROM publishing and reading options, how they still haven't developed and spread a consistent and comprehensive libertarian revolution, liberation and defence program, how they still have neglected to work systematically towards a comprehensive enough declaration of basic rights and liberties - and towards many other tools and machines required if their struggle is to be successful soon. - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: When will mankind learn - and compel their governments to conform to the knowledge - that justice is better policy than any scheme of robbery, that was ever devised? - L. Spooner, quoted in Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 121.

JUSTICE: When you reflect on it, the only thing that allowed the human race to stop living as animals and to start living as human beings was by adopting a set of rules - a system of justice. Maintaining a system of justice in an orderly society is essential to whatever else people accomplish. - Frank W. Wilson, U.S. District Judge, commenting on his sentencing of James R. Hoffa, head of the Teamsters' Union, 12 March, 1964, in Chattanooga, Tenn.

JUSTICE: Where there is justice there will be peace. - Indian Chief, saying in a Western. (The Sioux Uprising of 1863?)

JUSTICE: Where there is no justice, there is no freedom and where there is not freedom, there is no justice. The concepts are identical. - Seume, Mein Leben ( My Life), II/33.

JUSTICE: Whether they live in isolation or in society, men are, above all, interested in preserving their existence and the fruits of their labor. If the sense of justice were universally prevalent on earth; if, consequently, each man confined himself to laboring and exchanging the fruits of his labor, without wishing to endanger the life or take away, by violence or by fraud, the fruits of other men's labor; if everyone had, in one word, an instinctive horror of any act harmful to another person, it is certain that security would exist NATURALLY on earth, and that no artificial institution would be necessary to establish it. Unfortunately, this is not the way things are. The sense of justice seems to be the perquisite of only a few eminent and exceptional temperaments. Among the inferior races it exists in only a rudimentary state. Hence the innumerable criminal attempts, ever since the beginning of the world, since the days of Cain and Abel, against the lives and property of individuals. -- Hence also the creation of establishments whose object is to guarantee to everyone the peaceful possession of his person and his goods. - G. Molinari, The Production of Security, p. 2.

JUSTICE: With justice all problems are soluble. Without it, none are. - Harry Schultz. - (J.Z.: There are not only problems between humans but, e.g., scientific problems. Can we conquer time and space and longevity merely with "justice"? - J.Z., 16.11.02.)

JUSTICE: Wrong must not win by technicalities. - Aeschylus, The Eumenides, 458 B.C., tr. Richmond Lattimore. - (J.Z.: Even that injustice has not yet been overcome, in almost 2500 years! So slow are the mills of justice run by governments. - J.Z., 27.10.02.)

JUSTICE: You can't expect justice from people who tax you. - J.Z. 27.11.74. - And who lead you into wars. - J.Z., 16.11.02.

JUSTICE: You do not have to like a fellow in order to do him justice. - J.Z. 2.4.83.

JUSTICE: You don't owe your neighbour love or respect - but you do owe him justice. J.Z., 73.

JUSTICE: You have sacrificed justice to mercy. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 936. - Don't sacrifice justice to mercy.

JUSTICE: You mean that justice is not known like a dog who barks in the night? That it is more like the unexpected sound in the woods that must be identified cautiously after hard thinking? - Wilson/Shea, Illuminatus I, 154.
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1.) There is plenty, and for all, he maintains, if production and trade were freed from the shackles of institutions founded on ignorance of the natural laws of economics. In this respect - his insistence that natural laws obtain in the realm of economics even as they do in the physical sciences - he traces his intellectual lineage back to the classicists, or old-fashioned liberals. - Frank Chodorov: Out Of Step, on Henry George, 62.

2.) The law of nature, being co-eval with mankind, and dictated by God himself, is superior in obligation to every other. It is binding all over the glove, in all countries, and at all times; no human laws are of any validity if contrary to this, and such of them as are valid derive their force and all their authority, mediately or immediately, from the original. - Blackstone.

3.) Statute law is not based on natural law; they are the antithesis of each other. - Sprading: Liberty and the Great Libertarians, 20.

4.) Bastiat spelled out his concept of moral law ( frequently referred to as natural law) as the source of all life and progress - and thus the proper basis for all relationships among men. - Dean Russell: Bastiat, 3.

5.) ... the principal lasting modernizing effect of the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century natural-law theorists was their limitation of the social impact of religious belief. By arguing that all men are equal before the natural law, and that all institutions are to be submitted equally to the same criteria concerning their conformity to this law, they postulated equally applicable sets of measures to man and his social doings. To hold that natural law is the same for all is not to argue that all men are empirically equal before that natural law, but at least it opens the door for thinking that all men are touched with grace, and so takes a step toward removing religion as a measure of worth determining a man's secular position. In addition, these theorists established a basis for reconciling individual with social good by proposing identical criteria for the ethical judgment of each. - Silvert, Man's Power, 120.

6.) Laws- just laws, natural laws - are not made, they are discovered. - Albert Parsons, on being sentenced to hang, 1886.

7.) Natural law, in regard to all human rights, is capable of being ascertained with nearly absolute certainty. - Lysander Spooner, Poverty, p. 63.

8.) Edicts of kings, votes of legislatures, or even the vote of all the people in the world could not establish natural law. Justice could be reached only through reason. Most men erred in their reasoning because they were encumbered by selfish or limited interests. Being free of encumbrances, Spooner believed he had reached the truth. Having mastered the natural law, he vowed to advocate it whenever or wherever he could find an audience, because natural law should rule all men in or out of office. - Chively, comment to Spooner, works I, p.40, referring in the last part to Spooner to George Bradburn, 5.12.1847.

9.) The law of nature is perceptible to the eye of reason. - Maurice Cranston, Political Dialogues, p. 38, ascribing this view to Locke.

10.) Die Freiheit ebenso wie die Vernunft, die ihr im Menschen als Fackel dient, is um so groesser und vollkommener, als sie mehr mit der Ordnung der Natur, d.h. mit der Notwendigkeit, uebereinstimmt. - Proudhon, 1846. ( Freedom, as well as reason, which serves it as a torch, is all the wider and more perfect, the more it agrees with the order of nature, i.e. with necessity. )

11.) By reason ... I do not think is meant here that faculty of the understanding which forms trains of thought and deduces proofs, but certain definite principles of action from which spring all virtues and whatever is necessary for the proper moulding of morals ... reason does not so much establish and pronounce this law of nature as search for it and discover it ... Neither is reason so much the maker of that law as its interpreter. - John Locke, Essays on the Law of Nature, 1676, ed. W. von Leyden, Oxford, 1954, p. 111, quoted in F. A. Hayek: The Confusion of Language in Political Thought, 23.

12.) If every citizen could be brought up to appreciate the beauty and harmony of the laws inherent in nature, he would bees incapable of establishing a tyranny as of enduring one. The society in which he lived would automatically be a natural society, a society of free consent, in which law and liberty are but two aspects of the same reality. - From :"Social Relation and Freedom, Modern Publishers Indore, p.45.

13.) Clearly, not just any rules will do; for no authority could be long sustained which clearly affronted its subjects' conception of natural right. - William D. Burt, The Freeman, April 75.
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14.) All men's natural rights are co-extensive with natural law, the law of justice; or justice as a science. This law is the exact measure, and the only measure, of any and every man's natural rights. No one of these natural rights can be taken from any man, without doing him an injustice; and no more than these rights can be given to any one, unless by taking from the natural rights of one or more others. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Grover Cleveland, Works I, p. 97.

15.) His system admittedly depended on the existence of a natural law. Today we are rather skeptical of such law; our behaviorists and psychoanalysts have shown how seldom men follow principles of reason. Before rejecting Spooner's ideas of natural law, we might ponder carefully his alternatives : either there are normative standards making justice possible, or there are no standards but force and violence. He laid it out clearly:

"If there be, in nature, no such principle as justice, there is no moral standard, and never can-be any moral standard, by which any controversy whatever, between two or more human beings, can be settled in a manner to be obligatory upon either; and the inevitable doom of the human race must consequently be to be forever at war; forever striving to plunder, enslave, and murder each other; with no instrumentalities but fraud and force to end the conflict." (Natural Law, p.15) - Chiveley's Introduction to Spooner, works, I, p. 55.

16.) His hope rested not in lawyers themselves but in natural law - a subject available and self-evident to all people* Once the people awoke to their rights, they would kill their rulers. If natural law was fully understood, revolutionaries when brought to trial could appeal beyond the government officials, beyond the legislatures, and beyond the judges, to the people sitting in the jury boxes. - Charles Chiveley, introduction to Spooner, Collected Works, I, p. 56.  (*) Micrographics could help to make it so. - J. Z.)

17.) The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or musty records. They are written as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of Divinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured by human power. This is what is called the law of nature, which being coeval with mankind and dictated by God himself, is, of course, superior in obligation to any other. No human laws are of any validity if contrary to this. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times. - Alexander Hamilton.

18.) For the reasons now given, the simple maintenance of justice, or natural law, is plainly the one only purpose for which any coercive power - or anything bearing the name of government - has a right to exist. Spooner to Cleveland, 4.

19.) Lawmakers, as they call themselves, might just as well claim the right to abolish, by statute, the natural law of gravitation, the natural laws of light, heat, and electricity, and all the other natural laws of matter and mind, and institute laws of their own in the place of them and compel conformity to them, as to claim the right to set aside the natural law of justice, and compel obedience to such other laws as they may see fit to manufacture, and set up in its stead. - Spooner, ibd, 4.

20.) If, finally, you shall find no such law, anywhere, nor be able to conceive of any such law yourself, I take the liberty to suggest that it is your imperative duty to submit the question to your associate legislators; and, if they can give no light on the subject, that you call upon them to burn all the existing stature books of the United States, and then to go home and content themselves with the exercise of only such rights and powers as nature has given to them in common with the rest of mankind. - Spooner, conclusion of Letter to Bayard, II, Boston, May 27th., 1882, Works I.

21.) "Honesty, justice, natural law," he writes, "is usually a very plain and simple matter, easily understood by common minds." Justice becomes perverted only when "laws" are "passed". - Charles Chiveley's introduction to Spooner's Works I, p. 4.

22.) ... This impossibility of any man's delegating any legislative power whatever necessarily results from the fact that the law of nature has drawn the line, and the only line - and that, too, a line that can never be effaced nor removed - between each man's own inherent and inalienable rights of person and property, and each and every other man's inherent and inalienable rights of person and property. It, therefore, necessarily fixes the unalterable limits, within which every man may rightfully seek his own happiness, in his own way, free from all responsibility, to, or interference by, his fellow men, or any of them. Spooner, Letter to Thomas Francis Bayard, 1882, Works I, p. 5.

23.) ... the language of statutes and constitutions shall be construed, as nearly as possible, consistently with natural law. - Spooner, Trial by Jury, Works II, 135.

24.) But we can conquer Nature only by obeying her laws, and in order to obey those lows we must first learn what they are. - Winwood Reade, The Martyrdom of Man, 78
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25.) Man can work with natural laws, but he cannot possibly direct, change or inflict his will against nature without disastrous results. - Dr. J. A. S. Sage: Live to Be 100, p. 109.

26.) There are some writers ... contending that the code of Nature exists in the future and is the goal to which all civil laws are moving, but ... H. J. S. Maine: Ancient Law, 43.
27.) As to the nature of law, (Jo ) Labadie held that "The best laws, the safest laws, and ... the only laws necessary for the guidance of human action are natural laws." Natural laws, according to him, are self-enforcing and require no political machinery to give them effect ... - Reichert: Partisans of Freedom, 324

28.) How could a physician hope to deal successfully with a case if he was told first, to lay aside all the general principles of health and disease; the laws affecting the temperature and the nutrition of the body; the circulation; the general course of the disease, its accompanying and its resulting dangers? Both astronomer and physician possess their power, such as it is, simply in virtue of the laws which, as they have discovered, are invariably behind the facts. Facts not reduced to law can be of no practical service either to astronomer or physician. How can a politician dream that he exists in a different world from the physician and astronomer, and that it is given to him to use the facts which concern his trade, without understanding or caring to understand the laws of which they are but the expression? - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 134.

29.) A law against Natural Law is void. - James Otis. (Quoted in Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 90.)

30.) The liberty of man consists solely in this, that he obeys the laws of nature, because he has himself recognized them as such, and not because they have been imposed upon him externally by any foreign will whatsoever, human or divine, collective or individual. - Bakunin, God and State. (Seldes, 562)

31.) Natural Law is the science of men's rights. .. It is impossible that men can have any right ( either in person or in property), in violation of Natural Law. - For natural law is justice itself ... the nature of justice can no more be altered by legislation than the nature of numbers can be altered by the same means. - Spooner.

32.) Natural laws have no pity. - Robert Heinlein, Notebooks of Lazarus Long. - (J.Z.: Those applying between rational human beings have something much better, namely the justice resulting from the realization of human rights, those fitting the nature of human beings and their relations with each other. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
33.) ... Oh, these grand, immutable, all-wise laws of natural forces, how perfectly they would work if human legislators would only let them alone! But no, they must be tinkering. - Andrew Carnegie, quoted in Sat. Review, 10.7.76.

34.) It is the science which alone can tell a man what he can, and cannot, do; what he can, and cannot have; what he can, and cannot, say, without infringing the rights of any other person. - Spooner: Natural Law.

35.) What David Hume called the "three fundamental laws of nature, that of the stability of possession, of transference by consent, and of the performance of promises."

36.) Even a minority of one, if grounded upon a sound recognition of nature's laws, will prevail against an overwhelming majority. - Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, The New Belief in the Common Man, 126.

37.) Nature's laws are always enforced. - Friedrich, ibid, 126. - (J.Z.: The natural laws between human beings are only indirectly enforced, namely through the disastrous consequences of them being ignored or suppressed. All of recorded history is a lesson for this. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
38.) ... leaving out of account the law of family, Duguit finds only three fundamental rules and no more - freedom of contract, the inviolability of property, and the duty to compensate another for damage due to one s fault. - Hayek, The Constitution of Liberty, p. 454.

39.) "… one unalterable law indicated by nature herself". - (by ?)

40.) Only natural law is stable. - J.G. Seume, Autobiography, 96. - (The laws of legislators are forever changing and mostly unjust, i.e., contrary to natural law and human rights. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
41.) The rules of justice discernable by right reason. - Source unknown to me. - J.Z.

42.) Don't try to improve on the natural order of things. It always backfires. - Bob Howard, "free enterprise:, 2/76.
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43.) In the following passage, legal scholar George Padoux (preface to LEANG KI-TCHAO, 1926) summarizes the general philosophy of life that underlay the Chinese system of law and-justice. 'Since the dawn of its history, China has believed in the. existence of a natural order of things, or law of Nature, including all parts of the universe and adjusting them harmoniously with one another. This order of Nature was not made, it exists and is its own reason for existence. Humanity is a part of it, and must conform to it ... This natural law does not yield precedence to positive law, i.e., laws representing human experience and wisdom. ... ' - A Chinese will regard as binding a rule promulgated even by doubtful constitutional authority if he deems it conformable to 'the edicts from on high'; and he will deem himself free to disregard it if he finds it in disaccord with the natural law ... - Le-Fevre's Journal, Winter 1975.

44.) ... those unalterable relations which Providence has ordained that every thing should bear to every other. These relations, which are truth itself, the foundation of virtue, and, consequently, the only measures of happiness, should be likewise the only measures by which we should direct our reasoning. To these we should conform in good earnest; and not to think to force nature, and the whole order of her system by a compliance with our pride and folly, to conform to our artificial regulations. It is by a conformity to this method we owe the discovery of the few truths we know, and the little liberty and rational happiness we enjoy. We have somewhat fairer play than a reasoner could have expected formerly; and we derive advantages from it which are very visible. - Sprading, on Edmund Burke, 61.

45.) The distinguishing doctrines of the Physiocrats were that a so-called natural condition or order exists in society, the violation of which causes all the evils suffered by man; that in this natural order man has a fundamental and inalienable right to freedom of person, opinion, property, contract, or exchange. - Bliss, Enc. of Social Reform, Physiocrats.

46.) Libertarianism, then, is based squarely on what used to be called the tradition of natural rights, holding that every human being has the right to life, liberty and justly acquired property - property acquired by transforming un-owned natural resources by their own effort or by engaging in peaceful exchange of their own thought and labor for that of others ... -Roy Childs, Liberty Against Power, 7.

47.) ... the right which a man has to do the things which are fit for his enjoyment. - Quesnay, Le Droit Naturel.

48.) Natural rights are those which grow out of the nature of man. - Black's Law Dictionary.

49.) ... the right which a man has to do the things which are fit for his enjoyment. - Quesnay, Le Droit Naturel.
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1.) At first glance it would seem that the word 'responsibility' is made up of the two concepts 'response' plus 'able'. If we are able of response, then we are response-able. However, this is not the etymology of the word. The word 'responsibility' comes from the Latin 'spondere', meaning to promise. Response means to fulfill a promise; if we promise something and are able to fulfill that promise, then we have a responsibility to do so. - Theodore Cahn: Forced Integration, 17.

2.) Allow everyone maximum opportunity to become self-responsible. - L.E. Read, The Love of Liberty, 96.

3.) When Goodman referred to himself as a 'neolithic Conservative', it was a reflection of his basic agreement with Burke and other conservatives who argued that man's first freedom consists of the right to protect his fundamental ties with nature. Since organized government is only a secondary form of human association, it has no right to coerce the individual into violating his social responsibility to primary social attachments such as peer group, family and community. - Reichert: Partisans of Freedom, 571.

4.) ... freedom means individual responsibility. - David Thoreau Wiek, quoted in Reichert, ibid, 546.

5.) As soon as the idea of government responsibility had taken root the evil was done. It is a mistake to suppose that government effort and individual effort can live side by side. The habits of mind which belong to each are so different that one must destroy the other. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, p. 77.

6.) Our trouble with government is that it teaches us to shift responsibility to it. When we do, we get the idea that government has solved the problem. It hasn't. - Robert LeFevre, Lift Her Up, Tenderly, 197.

7.) And they shift responsibility for their own safety and well-being over to the few men in government. - LeFevre, ibid, 189.

8.) Together - those who eagerly shed responsibility and those who as avidly assume it for others - they present not only a collapse of self but a landslide to tyranny. - L. E. Read : The Coming Aristrocracy, 20.

9.) He who allows oppression shares the crime. - Erasmus Darwin, The Botanic Garden, Pt. ii, canto 3, 1.458. (If he had the option to allow or disallow! - J.Z., n.d. - We are still far from awareness and realization of individual sovereignty, which would give us the required choice and decision-making power and from the panarchistic institutions that would realize individual sovereignty in the political, economic and social spheres. - J.Z., 24.11.05. - See under: Oppression, Subordination, Resistance, Statism, Territorialism, Voluntarism.
10.) Everybody's business is nobody's business. - 17th. century proverb.

11.) ... it is impossible to keep liquor away from any adult who is determined to have it. The United States Government wasn't that powerful. I'll go further. It is impossible for anyone to be responsible for another person's behavior. I spoke of myself as 'responsible' for this group; that was verbal shorthand. The most I can do - or you, or any leader - is to encourage each one to be responsible for himself. - Robert Heinlein in Farnham's Freehold, 72.

12.) You are the sovereign authority for your life. You are the ruler who makes the decisions regarding how you will act, what information you will accept. You do it anyway - but if you recognize that you do it, you can gain much greater control over your future.

Once you know that the responsibility begins and ends with you, you start treating information more carefully, you act more deliberately, and you get results that more directly bring you what you need to be happy. - H. Browne, How I Found Freedom in an Unfree World, 161.

13.) ... the state can no more assume the responsibility for one's welfare, security, prosperity than can a committee of baboons. Indeed, the responsibility for self is no more transferable than is breathing. - L. E. Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 180.

14.) A person can be done a great disservice if he is not made to suffer the consequences of his actions. - C. Bevans, CPO Training School, 12.4.78.

15.) ... the thing that shows the man is his willingness to accept responsibility for himself and his action. - Louis L'Armour, "Tucker", p. 19.

16.) Don't be so frightened of responsibility. There is no happiness without it. - From film: The Fiercest Heart".

17.) When you make somebody responsible ... you make everybody else irresponsible. - "St. John's bread". - Provided the matter is everybody's concern. J. Z.

524

Slogans for Liberty








Responsibility

18.) It is easy to dodge our responsibilities, but we cannot dodge the consequences of dodging our responsibilities. - Lord Stamp, born 1907.

19.) The Law of Compensation is an instance: knowing that something dropped should be picked up; that a door opened should be closed; that a promise made should be kept; that money borrowed should be repaid; that with every right there is a responsibility. - L. E. Read : Elements of Libertarian Leadership; 171.

20.) In our complex society people have been trained to delegate their social responsibilities to public agencies which are beyond their control. - "Red & Black", 4/73.

21.) Every limitation on the powers of organized authority represents a step in this direction. Every assumption of responsibility by people - private citizens - individually and collectively, represents a step in this direction. - R. B., "More than Apathy, Views and Comments, Libertarian League, N.Y., No. 47, summer 64. (Assume responsibility for your own affairs. - J.Z.) Compare: MYOB.
22.) Responsibility encompasses the attribute of accepting the results of human action without attempting to shunt these consequences onto the shoulders of other human beings. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., The Freeman, 1/76, p.43

23.) Both corporate and governmental enterprises tend to prove the natural law that one takes less care with the lives, liberties and properties of others than he does with his own. If Congressmen had to man machine guns, wars would end quickly. If Presidents had to pay the bills for housing and feeding those unwilling to work, the budget would balance. If judges had to live next door to suspects on bail, less criminal relapse would mar the community. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., in: The Freeman, 1/76, p.51.

24.) ... act always in accurate response to our highest individual standard of morality, realizing that there is never any escape from a personal responsibility for any collective action in which the individual (*) participates. - L.E. Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 56.

(*) Here I would add: "voluntarily". - J. Z.)

25.) To be a person, means accepting full responsibility for our acts of choice and our conduct. - Edmund Opitz, The Freeman, 7/75.

26.) Full responsibility for ourselves is denied in order to make us dependent on whatever political regime happens to be in control of the government apparatus. - L. E. Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 64.

27.) True freedom exists only where it is fostered by the spirit of personal responsibility. Responsibility towards one's fellow men is an ethical feeling arising from human associations and having justice for each and all as its basis. - Rudolf Rocker, Nationalism and Culture, 1933.

28.) Men can not alienate their moral responsibility to themselves or others by simply electing representatives to make laws, and operating through other such mediating political institutions. Nor can they show moral responsibility by seizing the state machinery and using it for their own goals. Freedom is the greatest good and this kind of life-style is not an easy one. - Libertarian Analysis, Winter 70, editorial 4.

29.) He who is morally responsible must pay. Abandon this principle, and you abandon your sovereignty as a free man. - Gary North, The Freeman, 5/76, p. 275.

30.) Free Men: Are bound by a thousand chains of conscience, love and duty; it is the slave to himself who stumbles through life unattached and careless, given to loose talk and loose thinking. - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 48.

31.) ... reassert individual responsibility and … restore to the people individual control over their own lives. - Roy Childs, Liberty Against Power, 8.

32.) The individual can become resentful. As he loses freedom, he tends to shed responsibility. - W. H. Peterson, Freedom 2/75.

33.) When the Athenians finally wanted not to give to the State, but the State to give to them, when the freedom they wished most for was freedom from responsibility, then Athens ceased to be free and was never free again. - Miss Edith Hamilton, quoted by Admiral Ben Moreell, The Admiral's Log, II, p.115. (J.Z.: The "give and take" relationship should anyhow be replaced by one of free exchange, or ordering, hiring, buying and paying for the services one wants - in order to maximize individual responsibility. - J. Z., 29.6.84.)

34.) With every right there is a responsibility. Just once, I wish someone would demand his responsibility. - Paul Sweeney, The Reader's Digest, 10/69. (J.Z.: He had probably only unjustified claims against others in mind, not individual rights. - J. Z.)
525

Slogans for Liberty








Responsibility

35.) Political responsibility, further, might seem better served by a decent tendency to go about one's affairs and not rush about having views on questions which are in fact other's private business. - William Stoddard, reason, 3/74.

36.) No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible. - Stanislaw Lee, The Reader's Digest, June 1968. (J.Z.: Well, is it? Men are not just snowflakes. With an effort they can reason and make more reasonable choices. They should be given all the choices proper to a rational being. - J.Z., 29.6.84.)

37.) ... decentralized responsibility offers the best hope. ... Dean Smith, Conservatism, p. 210.

38.) The problem is to make sure that people bear the costs for which they are responsible. A market system rests fundamentally on such an arrangement. - Milton Friedman, Playboy, 2/73.

39.) Should we make "it our business to see that the child from his birth has every comfort lavished upon him and every personal responsibility removed from him? - Ernest Benn, Why Freedom Works, p. 74.

40.) Bastiat understood more clearly than any other man of his time the painful lesson that societies will never change for the better until the individuals composing that society come to understand fully their own moral responsibilities. Once enough men fully perceive that responsibility and thereby release the productive energies which come from full development of that responsibility, we will have both a moral and a prosperous society. Meanwhile, the schemes of the social architects will continue to lead us astray. - Roche III, Bastiat, 164.

41.)"Look after your own responsibilities."(Mind your own business.)

42.) Do not let responsibility be shunted onto other shoulders. - Free after William H. Peterson, The Freeman, 2/74.

43.) When freedom submits to a formula it rids itself of responsibility, the responsibility to one's own axioms. To check one's thought and behavior against the dictates of one's conscience may prove unflattering; to chart one's course by such a check-up requires a powerful will; it is to avoid such revelation and responsibility that people are prone to hide behind rituals, committees, flags and by-laws. But, flight from individual responsibility amounts to abandonment of freedom. You are not free when you refuse to make choices in your own name. You enslave yourself when you take refuge from the consequences of your decisions in an organization, a nation or any collective fiction. To Thoreau such "escapism" was unthinkable, queer. So he writes: "As a snow-drift is formed where there is a lull in the wind, so, one would say, where there is a lull of truth, an organization grows up." For him there was never a lull of truth. - Frank Chodorov: Out of Step, 202.

44.)"But I feel responsible. He's my Chinese obligation." He shook his head still again. "No, in sober truth, no person can ever be truly responsible for another human being … " - Robert Heinlein, Podkayne of Mars, 120.

45.) ... a state which removes all choice and responsibility from its people and makes them like broiler hens, will create the irresponsible society ... - Boyson, Down with the Poor, 5.

46.) Accept responsibility! - A common saying. - For your own lives and your own death risks. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

47. Those who don't want responsibilities over others are the only ones with whom it would be somewhat safe. - J. Z. 19.4.77, 31.7.78.

48.) … humans will act responsibly if you hold them responsible for their actions. - F. Paul Wilson, The Healer, 98.

49.) ... the process by which we assign responsibility ... is perverse. - Cornuelle: Demanaging America, 51.

50.) The man who refuses to judge, who neither agrees nor disagrees, who declares that there are no absolutes and believes that he escapes responsibility, is the man responsible for all the blood that is now spilled in the world. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 978.
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RIGHT AND MIGHT:

1.) It has been said of the world's history hitherto that might makes right. It is for us and for our time to reverse the maxim, and to say that right makes might. - Abraham Lincoln

2.) "Right is might" has rhyme but no reason. - J. Z., 9/5/82.

3.) How could might be right when right is the formula for equal liberty? - J .Z.. 9/2/82.

4.) Might isn't right - but it pretends to be - and it finds too many believers. - J.Z., 9.5.82

5.) Might does not make right; it only makes history. - Jim Fiebig, Reader's Digest, 10/81. - And catastrophic history at that. - J.Z., 24.11.05.

6.) Just as it could be said that water is endowed with the characteristic of being wet, or that wood is endowed with the characteristic of being flammable, so man is endowed with the characteristic of having rights. - Robert LeFevre, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

7.) But the concept of rights goes beyond the mere recognition of the individual's capacity to act - although that is included. It also entails the concept that any person has the capacity to act in such a way that he need not obtain permission from other persons. - Robert LeFevre, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

8.) Right takes sides. - Gordon R. Dickson, Soldier, Ask Not, p. 161. (Neutrality, Morality, Impartiality, Understanding)

9.) ... that they had certain absolute rights as individuals; that no once could any longer demand of them anything that was not wholly reasonable from the point of view of their own personal existence. - Jules Romains, "Verdun", p. 399.

10.) BE -ATTITUDES


He who is cowardly will do right because it is safer to do so …


He who is overly ambitious will do right if it is to his advantage to do so ...

He who is miserly will do right when he finds it cheaper to do so ...


He who is average will do right because it is expected of him ...


But blessed is he who does right because it is right. - Leonard E. Read, The Love of Liberty, 
134.

11.) If the people are willing to accept substitutes for freedom, that may be styled as their 'right'. There is no effective means for disputing man's right to self-deception, and certainly there is no questioning his capacity for it; ... Buckley in "Up from Liberalism".

12.) Knowing what is right and not doing it is as bad as knowing what is wrong and doing it. - W.G.P.

13.) Let right be done - or do it yourself! - J. Z. (Self-help)
14.) Not doing wrong is not doing right. - W.G.P. (Duty)

15.) PROMISSORY NOTE: In 1915 my father, an immigrant to Alaska from the Tyrol, was issued citizenship papers by a U.S. federal judge. So long as he was able, he never failed to vote in any election. I came across those papers recently. Attached to them I found a yellowed card bearing these words:


'Every right bestowed upon you by your free country begets a corresponding duty.


We are promised the pursuit of happiness. We are not promised happiness.


We are promised equality of opportunity. We are not promised riches.


We are promised freedom to speak and to write. We are not promised wisdom.


We are promised liberty. We are not promised peace.'



- Editor's Notebook, Star-Free Press, in The Reader's Digest, May 1967.

(J.Z.: Apparently his father was not aware that political voting offends against these principles, unaware, that rights are not bestowed by a country, that the pursuit of happiness should be more than a promise, that total equality of opportunity cannot be obtained, that freedom of expression is an avenue towards wisdom, that liberty is the only road to peace. - J. Z., 25.6.84.

16.) Man has a moral instinct ( sense ) like an urge regarding language, family, art, knowledge and religion. It expresses itself, since man rose from his animal beginnings, almost everywhere where human beings associate. But, like the other instincts, it is largely blind and unreasonable in many cases. It has to be purified and controlled by reasoning, based on sufficient information, to make for rightful behavior. - J.Z., 25.6.84, based on an old and undated note.

17.) Right is setting the limit between liberty and licence. (Freedom) - J.Z.
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18.) Objector: There are not rights! Answer: This is true for yourself. Since you neither know nor respect them, you cannot claim them. For you they do not exist. They are only meant for people possessing a minimum of morality and rationality. - J.Z., 25/6/84, based on old undated note.

19.) In building up the belief in the true rights, the rights of self-ownership and self-guidance, apart from which everything tends to the confusion and corruption of public life - it was only so that we could ward off coming danger and the inevitable strife - Auberon Herbert: Mr. Spencer and the Great Machine, 71. (Self-Ownership, Self-Guidance)

20.) No question is ever settled till it is settled right. - Ascribed to Abraham Lincoln. Previously: No question is ever settled until it is settled right. - Ella Wheeler Wilcox: Settle the Question right.
21.) Man mag andere Leute hassen oder lieben, nach Belieben - solange man ihren Rechten nicht Eintrag tut. - J.Z. 25.11.80 ( One may choose to hate or to love people - as long as one does not infringe their rights. )

22.) ... think of men as individuals, each with his little empire of rights. - Maurice Cranston: Political Dialogues, 137 ( A dialogue on Anarchism )

23.) ... the freedom which is worth having is the freedom to do what is right, not the freedom to follow one's own desires. - Maurice Cranston, ibid, 3.

24.) The Right above the Wrong, 1857 - heading of a poem by W. C. Bennett, subtitled: The Hope of the People.

25.) Individual rights can only be protected from associations with compulsory membership if the compulsory membership is abolished! - J. Z., 5/6/82. (Compulsory Membership, Protection )

26.) In his early years Tucker had written that "it is better to suffer great inconveniences than the evils engendered by the violation of individual rights." But he, eventually, came to disagree with this position, calling the person who would do justice through the heavens fall, a person with justice on the brain. Nevertheless, he maintained a life-long emphasis on individual sovereignty and non-invasion, even though tempered by what he understood to be the implications of Stirner's egoism. - Carl Watner, "reason", 4/79.

27.) After all, government simply has no business with rights, except to leave them inviolate. - Frank Chodorov, Fugitive Essays, 256.

28.) The spirit of liberty is not, as multitudes imagine, a jealousy of our own particular rights, but a respect for the rights of others, and an unwillingness that anyone, whether high or low, should be wronged or trampled under foot. - William E. Channing.

29.) Du sollst, weil ich will, ist Unsinn; fast ebensosehr Unsinn ist die Vollmacht von Gottes Gnaden. Aber du sollst, weil ich soll, ist ein richtiger Schluss und die Base des Rechtes. - Johann Gottlieb Seume. (Obligation, Categorical Imperative)

( Thou should because I wish it, is nonsense, almost as much nonsense as an authority by divine intervention. But you should, because I should, is a correct conclusion and the basis of rights. )

30.) Wer das Falsche verteidigen will, hat alle Ursache, leise aufzutreten und sich zu einer feinen Lebensart zu bekennnen.Wer das Recht auf seiner Seite fuehlt, muss derb auf-treten: ein höfliches Recht will gar nichts heissen. - Johnann Wolfgang Goethe. ( Whoever wants to defend something wrong has reason to step softly, to adhere to politeness and good manners. But whosoever feels that the right is on his side must come on strongly: a polite right amounts to nothing.) (J.Z.: A common experience of e.g. long-suffering non-smokers in the presence of smokers. - J.Z., 25.6.84.)

31.) I care and pray for what is true and right, and to this I am wholly given. (Quid verum atque decens euro et rogo, et omnis in hoc sum.) - Horace, Epistles, Bk.i, epis 1, 1.11.

32.) ... And too fond of the right to pursue the expedient ... - Oliver Goldsmith, Retaliation, 1.29. (40?)

33.) Individual rights are not only the only rightful means but also the only really efficient ones. They alone are never self-defeating. - J.Z., 11.7.82. - They alone can mobilize all creative forces. - J.Z., 25.6.84.

33.) Governments and unions are the greatest violators of the right to work. - Viv Forbes, quoted in Toowoomba Chronicle, 78.

528

Slogans for Liberty









Right

34.) Wrong never comes right. - 19th. century proverb, quoted in Hyman: Quotations, 284.

35.) Right ... a principle, not a hand-out. - Frank Chodorov, Fugitive Essays, 298

34.) Because right is right, to follow right

       Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence. - Tennyson, CE none, 1.147. (See: Consequences)

37.) They are slaves who dare not be

       in the right with two or three. - J. R. Lowell, Stanzas on Freedom. (See: Minority, Resistance, Majority, Slavery)

38.) With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right; as God gives us to see the right. - Abraham Lincoln, 2nd. Inaugural Address, 4.3.1865.

39.) If mankind had wished for what is right, they might have had it long ago. - William Hazlitt, Plain Speaker, i, 325.

40.) They say that if you do this, you will be standing with the Abolitionists. I say, stand with anybody that stands right. Stand with him while he is right and part with him when he goes wrong. - Abraham Lincoln, Speech, Peoria, Ill., 16 Oct., 1854. (The following, attributed to Lincoln, but not found, is probably based upon the above speech: "I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up to what light I have. I must stand with anybody that stands right; stand with him while he stands right, and part company with him when he goes wrong." )

41.) He will hew to the line of right, let the chips fly where they may. - Roscoe Conkling, Speech, at Republican National Convention, Chicago, 1880, referring to General Grant.
42.) The passionate love of Right, the burning hate of Wrong. - Lewis Morris, The Diamond Jubilee.

43.) 
For aye Valerius loathed the wrong,


And aye upheld the right. - Macaulay, Battle of Lake Regillus, St. 18.

44.) I prefer to do right and get no thanks, rather than to do wrong and get no punishment. - Marcus Cato. (Plutarch, Lives: Marcus Cato, Ch. 8, sec. 9.)

45.) 
Wrong ever builds on quicksands, but the Right


To the firm center lays its moveless base. - James Russell Lowell, Prometheus, I.116.

46.) For the ultimate notion of right is that which tends to the universal good; and when one's acting in a certain manner has this tendency he has a right thus to act. - Francis Hutcheson, A System of Moral Philosophy, Bk. ii, ch.3. (Happiness, Greatest Number, Good, Categorical Imperative, Universality Principle.)

47.) Right is better than law. - Menander, The Carthaginian: Fragment.

48.) Rightness expresses of actions, what straightness does of lines; and there can no more be two kinds of right action than there can be two kinds of straight line. - Herbert Spencer, Social Statics, Ch. 32, sec. 4.

49.) No one can have a true idea of right until he does it; any genuine reverence for it until he has done it often and with cost; any peace ineffable in it, till he does it always and with alacrity. - James Martineau, Endeavours after Christian Life, Ch. 15.

50.) My principle is to do whatever is right, and leave consequences to him who has the disposal of them. - Thomas Jefferson, Writings, Vol. xiii, p. 387.

51.) 
For right is right, since God is God,


and right the day must win;


To doubt would be disloyalty,


to falter would be sin. - F.W. Faber, The Right Must Win, St. 18.

52.) 
But 'twas a maxim he had often tried,


That right was right, and there he would abide. - Georg Crabbe, Tales of Hell, Tale xv, 1. 365.

53.) Be sure you are right, then go ahead. - David Crockett, Motto, during War of 1812.

54.) Public wrongs are but popular rights in embryo. - Sir Charles Darling, Scintillae Juris
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55.) Wrongs lastly lead to rights. Rights do not result in wrongs. Only those wronged, who are not fully aware of other rights, commit more wrongs. - J.Z., 7.7.82.

56.) In the field of civil liberties, libertarians hold that 'group rights' are merely metaphors; all that exist are individual rights. Groups have no rights save those derived from the rights of their individual members. Thus no group, in the name of nation, state, church, or any other institution, has the right to impose its doctrines or values on others. - Libertarian Party Position Paper No. 1: Libertarianism.

57.) There is a higher law than the Constitution. - William Henry Seward, 1801-1872, Speech, Senate, 11 March 1850.

58.) All rights are equal in the sense that no person has or can obtain more or fewer rights than are his naturally.


Thus it should be seen that a man has a right to his life. This does not mean that he has a guarantee against dying. It means, rather, that he need not ask permission from others if he decides to live. Nor does it mean that others owe him a living. What is implied by the term is that a man need not ask permission from others in order to sustain his life. His life could be taken from him. But his right to life cannot. The right is unalienable. The life is not. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 75.

(J.Z.: What good is the unalienable right to life to him, when his life is taken from him? This is an unfortunate wording. I'd rather say that he may not be wrongfully deprived of his life or of rightful ways of sustaining it. But he may forfeit his right to life when involved in serious aggression against the right to life of others. - J.Z. 25.6.84.)

SOME NOTES ON THE RIGHT TO LIFE AND NUCLEAR STRENGTH
59.) What life expectancy has mankind when it still questions the right of life e.g. of fetuses and also of citizens who are opposed by governments armed to overkill "strength" with nuclear devices and other anti-people "weapons"? - J.Z., 9/72.

60.) None of us has lost too much sleep over the threat of imminent annihilation of the human race and our responsibility for this state of affairs. - Frances Hoffer, PRAJ, abstract 32916.

61.) The 'ideal' of nuclear war is the complete automation of slaughter. - Frances Hoffer, PRAJ, abstract 33443.

62.) Typical of man's genius is the way he develops a bomb designed to drive us into the cellar about the time he starts building homes without any cellars. - Homer King, in Hemet, California, News, Reader's Digest, Oct. 54.

63.) Do you know that the Jugoslavian Momirsky wrote a book describing what will remain after World War III is thru with us? It consists out of white leaves.

64.) A world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. Ascribed to general Omar Bradley, just after WW II.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

65.) What is a right? The word takes the place of either divine or secular edict. A person acts because he has 'a right' to act rather than because deity or government told him to act. To have a right, places initiative in the keeping of the individual. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

66.) Human rights are inborn; they antedate laws; governments do not give them, but seek constantly to take them away. - Dr. H. L.Soper, 1980.

67.) Without perceiving how absurd is the contradiction in which we are involved, we are ready to assign to a mass of human beings unlimited rights, while we acknowledge none for the individuals of whom the mass is made up. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 62.

68.) But few men will contend that the actions of governments are founded on right; and few men amongst those who look for the foundations of right below existing customs and current expressions, will accept the will of a majority as a sanction for taking from a man what he has won by his own exertions. It may be inconvenient, and it is often highly so in politics, to recognize the truth; but there the truth is, that if a man possesses rights - I mean primary rights, rights belonging to human existence, not created by any majority of his fellow men - neither that majority nor any other majority outside that man can dispossess him of those rights. To do so is to abolish the very word 'rights' from any place in civilized language. - Mack : Herbert, p. 48.

69.) A hundred years of wrong do not make a single year of right. Saxon peasant proverb quoted by Heinrich Heine.
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70.) How should it happen that the individual should be without rights, but that the combination of individuals should possess unlimited rights? Except by some process of magic, a whole made up of similar parts cannot become possessed of a quality which does not exist in the parts. - Mack edition of Auberon Herbert, p. 47.

71.) ... no man can have rights over another man unless he first have rights over himself. He cannot possess the right to direct the happiness of another man, unless he possess rights to direct his own happiness: and if we grant him the latter right, this is at once fatal to the former right. Indeed, to deny this right, or to abridge anything from it, is to reduce the moral world to complete disorder. Deny this right and you have no foundation left for rights of any kind - for justice, political freedom, or political equality - you have established the reign of force, and whatever gloss of civilization you may place over it, you have brought men once more to the 'good old plan' on which our fathers stood. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, p. 46.

72.) The superior man in the world does not set his mind either for anything or against anything; what is right, he will follow. - The Wisdom of Confucius, Analects, bk. iv, c. x.

73.) We behold daily the most important rights, rights upon which all the others depend, we behold these rights determined in the last resort, without the least attention even to the appearance or colour of justice; we behold this without emotion, because we have grown up in the constant view of such practices, ... - Edmund Burke, A Vindication … , pp. 57/58.

74.) Rights appear to exist merely because no one else has any right over us and ours, so almost by default, we're it. - Lloyd Stark, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78.

75.) My conception has always been that the concept of rights applies within each species but does not cross species boundaries. Thus, a man who kills a lion kills his natural enemy. If the lion kills the man, the same event occurs. No rights are violated. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78.

(J.Z.: Thus, if a man killed a lion in the zoo … ! Others have extended the concept of rights to all rational beings, whatever species they might belong to. - J. Z., 26.6.84.)

76.) Human rights cannot be rightfully enforced; they can only be accurately observed." - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78, quoted by Charles W. Johnson as a statement by Robert LeFevre.

77.) The concept of rights and duties residing in individuals excludes the possibility of judgments being made by third parties except for the purpose of resolving specific disputes about rights and duties. - H. S. Ferns, The Disease of Government, 8.

78.) In basic disagreement with Locke, and other exponents of the social contract theory, Tucker maintained that the idea of natural right as an inalienable and prior fact of nature is sheer nonsense. Rights do not descend upon man in the pre-social state but are the result of well-defined conventions which develop within the context of society. "They are not the liberties that exist through natural power, but the liberties that are created by mutual guaranty." - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 151.

79.) "Right and wrong are principles that must ever be defined, qualified, and circumscribed by the individual in his associative capacity," Tucker asserted, subject only to the further qualification "that all action, individual and associative, shall be at the sole cost of the party or parties" involved. According to this law, every individual is entitled to complete freedom in all his actions, subject only to the condition that he accept full responsibility for their consequences. - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 150.

80.) Despotism has not rights. - Benjamin Constant, 1767-1830, Pref. to Melanges de Litterature et de Politique, 1829. - Arblaster/Lukes, The Good Society, 87.

81.) Governments are only machines, created by the individuals of a nation for their own convenience; they are only delegated bodies, delegated by the individuals, and therefore they cannot possibly have larger moral rights of using force, or, indeed, larger moral rights of any kind, than the individuals who delegated them. We may reasonably believe that an individual, as a self-owner, is morally justified in defending the rights he possesses in himself and in his own property - by force, if necessary, against fraud (and fraud)( H.'s footnote to fraud is here omitted. - J. Z.), but he cannot be justified in using force for any other purpose whatsoever ... - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 371/2.

82.) Rights are not things which grow by using the multiplication table. - Herbert Auberon, ibid, 202.

83.) Protect your rights! At the criminals' expense! - J.Z., 75/76.

84.) ... right of the citizen to fly off the ground. - Dr. H. L. Soper, Libertarian Digest, May 1981. ( Movement, Airlines, Aircraft-restrictions.)
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85.) Exactly; there must be a fixed system, and that system must spring from rights. Without rights, no system; without system, no guidance. If you wish to realize the moral confusion that results where rights are neglected, glance at the world of today, and observe the good qualities which impede rather than assist the general cause of good. Do we not see nihilists and invincibles devoting themselves in the spirit of self-sacrifice in order to obey an order of assassination; slave owners showing kindness to their slaves; politicians carrying out what they believe to be useful measures for the people by appealing to selfish passions and infringing upon the rights of others; socialists hoping to regenerate the world by deciding in what way and to what extent men shall exercise their faculties? These and a thousand other examples show us that actions swinging from good qualities, but done in disregard of primary moral commands, may increase the sum total of unhappiness instead of happiness. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 103.

86.) A mass, as Mr. Spencer insists, can only possess the qualities that are possessed by its units. A mass of salt can only possess the qualities which are in the particles of salt. You deny the rights of the individual to regulate and direct himself. But you suddenly acknowledge and exaggerate these rights as soon as you have thrown the individual into that mass which you call the majority. Then you suddenly discover that men have not only rights to own themselves, but also to own their fellow-men. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, page 138. (Majority, Democracy, Sovereignty)

87) Freedom (independence of the constraint of another will), insofar as it is compatible with the freedom of everyone else in accordance with a universal law, is the sole and original right that belongs to every human being, by virtue of his humanity. - Kant, The Metaphysical Elements of Justice, Indianapolis, 1965, pp 43/44, transl. by John Ladd. (Categorical Imperative, Freedom)
88.) Truth can only hurt the false, justice only injustice, right only wrong, good only evil. - Zarlinga.

89.) People are perhaps never more dangerous than when they are right - or believe themselves to be right. - J.Z., 14.8.81. - Dangerous? Powerful? Effective? J.Z., 24.11.05.
90.) Murray Rothbard, in a paper entitled "The Ethics of Liberty", argued that the standard for moral goodness is set by man's nature. Whatever fulfills the nature of a living thing is good, and whatever diminishes the nature of a living thing is bad. When the living thing in question is a human being and when we are speaking of chosen ends, then we are speaking of moral 'goods' and 'bads'. Rothbard, in almost all respects, endorsed a natural-law doctrine as the groundwork for rights. - Douglas B. Rasmussen, Philosophy Department, Our Lady of the Lake University, San Antonia, Texas, in article introduction "A Groundwork for Rights: Man's Natural End, J.L.S., Winter 80.

91.) There is not such thing as a RIGHT TO VIOLATE RIGHTS. When an individual violates someone's rights, he has stepped outside the providence of morality and can no longer claim its protection. - David Moran, The Connection No. 99, p.55.

92.) Diejenigen, die Rechte und Freiheiten leugnen, haben damit schon intellektuell und moralisch for dem Totalitarismus kapituliert. ( Those who deny the existence of rights and liberties have thereby already capitulated towards totalitarianism, at least morally and intellectually.) - J.Z., 4.1.82.

93.) The renunciation of all rights is only comparable to the renunciation of all arms. - J.Z., 30.12.81. (Arms, Weapons, Defence)

94.) Always do right. This will gratify some people .and astonish the rest. - Mark Twain. - L. E. Read, in: Love of Liberty, 150, added: Doing the right thing these days is so uncommon as to shock most people.

95.) Lao Tze has never understood righteousness. He makes it a thing external. - Mencius, bk. ii, pt.i, cii, v.15.

96.) For freedom is the primary means to the highest end; at best, it is a secondary end. The primary aim of earthly life, in the view of believers, is not 'these things', but 'the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.' It is to expand individual consciousness into as near a harmony as possible with Infinite Consciousness. Freedom is the first and absolutely necessary means to this end. Anyone who in any way frustrates the freedom of another to act creatively, acts against the Supreme Intelligence, this being the gravest of evils. - L.E. Read: Deeper Than Your Think, 24. (God, Freedom, Righteousness) (J.Z.: This could also be read as if "the Supreme Intelligence" is "the greatest of evils". If it existed, then certainly no other intelligent power would exist that would be guilty of more and greater wrongs. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
97.) In the domain of his rights the individual is sovereign. - J. B. Lawrence, p.65, in: A Symposium on the Land Question.
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98.) Tucker ... took a very dim view of all 'social rights', noting that "society is not a person or thing, but a relation, and a relation can have no rights." - Libertarian Handbook, 1973. (J.Z.: While a "relation" or "relationship" can have no rights, since they are not persons or personalities, they can either be rightful or wrongful between human beings or rational beings, with regard to the rights of these beings. - All rights are social in the best sense, i.e. quite opposite to "anti-social". - But while they are equal in the meaning of equal rights, they are not egalitarian, i.e., they do not attempt to impose equality in every respect as a supposedly superior value or try to impose equal opportunity that goes beyond the recognition of equal rights. They do not prescribe e.g. equal incomes, equal property and equal opportunities - merely the right to make the best possible and rightful use for oneself of all the opportunities that equal rights and liberties provide. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
99.) All our talk of man's dignity is but mockery unless and until a day comes when certain things will under no circumstances be required of him or accepted by him as inevitable. - Jules Romains , "Verdun", p. 146. (Duty, Dignity, Man, Obedience)

100.) Rights are a moral guaranty but not a guaranty of morality. - Live & Let Live, 9/81.

101.) … we sometimes claim a right to a certain course of action or result when we would better claim a right to be in on the action. - Charles Goodman: All These Rights, The Freeman, 1/78.

102.) Nobody oughta bug anybody. - R. Sheckley, Journey of Joenes, p. 183. (Duty) (Jones? typo?)
103.) ... the individual has … rights ... the public interest doesn't come first. - Con Sellers: Mr. Tomorrow, 46. (Public Interest)

104.) The transmutation of wishes into "rights". - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, IX. - (J.Z.: Mere wishes can't be so transmuted. That, I believe, is also the conclusion that Read drew from this remark. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
105.) First, what is right? It is what one's highest conscience dictates as right. While this in fact may not be truth, it is as close to truth as anyone can at any given moment attain. - L. E. Read: Who's Listening? 168. - (J.Z.: A mere conscience or moral sense is not a sufficient guide if not led by sound reasoning and sufficiently comprehended experience. - It took even L.E. Read decades to arrive at the wisdom he finally expressed in his books and essays. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
106.) The Aspect of Responsibility: The dictionary defines rights as "that which a person has a just claim to ... by law, nature or tradition." Good, but incomplete. We may expand this statement so say that rights concern the way each of us may expect to be treated by others and the way each of us must treat others. Unfortunately, we often forget the how-we-treat-others aspect. Responsibility, that is. - Charles Goodman: All These Rights, The Freeman, 1/78. (Duty, Responsibility)

107.) An inquiry into the origins of rights will demonstrate to us that rights are not gifts from one man to another, nor from one class of men to anther. - Thomas Paine.

108.) Once basic rights have been acknowledged, any subsidiary 'rights' may not contradict the basic ones without destroying the basis for individual freedom. For example, one cannot claim a 'right' to food he has neither earned nor produced without contradicting the basic right of property ( in this case food ) produced or earned by someone else. In a free society, property could be traded voluntarily or given away by the owner, but it could not be taken away by force. - World Research, 1, The Role of Government.
109.) As man develops, he places a greater value upon his own rights. Liberty becomes a grander and diviner thing. As he values his own rights, he begins to value the rights of others. And when all men give to all others the rights they claim for themselves, this world will be civilized. - R. G. Ingersoll, quoted in Sprading: Liberty … 272.

110.) ... a habit into which so many people have fallen: collectivistic thinking. Or, a better term might be lump thinking: farmers have "rights"; states and cities have "rights"; blacks have "rights"; the have-nots have "rights"; laborers have "rights"; consumers have "rights"; on and on. The individual person is forgotten as lump thinking turns thoughtless citizens into voting blocs, a process encouraged by the politician because it economizes his manipulative efforts.

Correction of this tendency requires recognition of a simple truth: only the individual has rights. It is exclusively the individual who experiences justice or injustice, who evidences morality or immorality, who gains or loses, speaks, thinks, prays, hates, loves, lies, cheats, reasons, practises integrity, has feelings. The collective, no matter how you lump it, has neither mind nor conscience, nor any other personal attibute - not one! - L. E. Read: Who's Listening? 78.

111.) We have renounced the prerogative of man, and it is no wonder that we should be treated like beasts. - Edmund Burke, on 'reason', in Sprading, Liberty & tGL, 73.

112.) There is something degrading to human nature in the idea of refusing to any man the right to be a man … - Humboldt, in Sprading, 107.

113.) My right and my wrong, is their right and their wrong. - Emerson, Sprading 149.

114.) If I can be firm enough today to do right, and scorn eyes, I must have done so much right before as to defend me now. Be it how it will, do right now. Always scorn appearances, and you always may. The force of character is cumulative. - Emerson, in Sprading, 146.
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115.) There are rights which it is useless to surrender to the governments, and which governments have yet always been found to invade. These are the rights of thinking, and publishing our thoughts by speaking or writing; the right of free commerce; the right of personal freedom. - Thomas Jefferson. - Sprading, 87.

116.) I have a right to nothing, which another has a right to take away ... a bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular; and what no just government should refuse, or rest on inference. - Thomas Jefferson, to Madison, Paris, December 20, 1787.

117.) By his nature a human has the absolute right to do anything he wants with his person and property. - ISFSC leaflet "The Road to Freedom".

118.) 
He's true to God who's true to man; where ever wrong is done,

To the humblest and the weakest, 'neath the all-beholding sun,

That wrong is also done to us, and they are slaves most base,


Whose love of right is for themselves and not for all the race. - Lowell. 


(Solidarity, Mutuality, Universality)

119.) The Right I Owe You. - L.E. Read, heading of chapter 11, p. 76., of "Who's Listening? (Duty, Responsibility)

120.) I am going to say what little I can to make the American people brave enough and generous enough and kind enough to give everybody else the rights they have themselves. - Robert G. Ingersoll, in Sprading, 275. (J.Z.: "Give" is the wrong word. To "help realize everybody's else's rights - to the extent that they want them" - would be better. - J. Z.)

121.) The greatest praise government can win is, that its citizens know their rights, and dare maintain them. - Wendell Phillips, - Sprading 163. (Government, Knowledge, Resistance.)

122.) No wrongs to 'right' wrongs, only rights to right rights! - J.Z.,1.1.76, after reading L. E. Read's:"introducing a restriction to free exchange, a wrong to right a wrong." - Elements to Libertarian Leadership, p. 77.

123.) What comes before righteousness? Righteous indignation! - Dan Henderson, Caruther's Last Stand, "Analog", 6/78, p. 163. (Anger, Indignation, Righteousness.)

124.) Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his Righteousness, and these things shall be added unto you. Quoted in Read: Who's Listening? 71. (Righteousness.)

125.) I favor individual, not collective or national rights. - J. Z., 9/72. - All others are merely figments of the imagination. - However, volunteers should be free to try to realize them - among themselves. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
126.) Your aim appears to be to restrict rights, mine, to uphold and extend them. - J. Z.,75/6.

127.) Do you think you got no rights just because a parent, teacher , preacher, bureaucrat, politician or officer told you so? - J. Z., n.d., 24.11.05. (It's more "snappy" when the list is confined, as in the original, to teacher and preacher. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
128.) What's right has got to win out in the end; if it doesn't the rest ain't worth a damn anyway. - R. Y. Sharpe, quoted by Carl Watner, on Justice, 41.

129.) There are a million ways to be wrong and only one way to be right. - Aristotle. Quoted in Read: Instead of Violence, 39.

130.) When the notion that a wish is a right is put into effect by police force - the only way it can be done - then specialization is no longer guided by consumer wishes nor are the terms of exchange. What happens under Medicare, for instance, is this: M.D.'s give of their labors and the senior citizen gives substantially nothing in return. Other citizens are then forced to perform labor for which they receive absolutely nothing in return. Exchange is by coercion rather than by free choice.

If we make the simple concession that no one should be forced to labor for no return, then the absurdity of socialized medicine is clear. Were M.D.'s forced to perform their services for nothing, as non-patients presently are forced to pay for services not received, no person would choose medicine as a career. - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, 135.

131.) We must acquire an understanding that wishes, regardless of how numerous, do not constitute a right. I have no more right to your professional attention than you have a claim on me to wash your dishes. We are dealing with an absurdity which, once established as such, will vanish as did the earth-is-flat absurdity. That a wish does not make a right is so nearly self-evident by mere assertion that only cursory comment is warranted. -  L. E. Read. (Wishes)

132.) Right is right and wrong is wrong. - From film: "Good Morning Miss Dove".
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133.) The ultimate relativism is the 'value-free' or 'scientific' approach by the behaviorists, culminating in the doctrines of 'logical positivism' - the view that no statement can be considered 'true' unless it is empirically verifiable. Thus Professor A. J. Ayer asserts that 'if I generalize and say "stealing is wrong", I produce a statement which has no factual meaning - that is, expresses no proposition that can be either true or false.' The meaning of this value-free approach for all ethical judgments whatsoever is apparent. The logical positivist can tell you how many liters of gas it takes to kill 6 million Jews, but he cannot tell you whether it is wrong to kill them. - M. Stanton Evans, on American Values, in anthology: "Outside Looking In" page.22. (Value-free judgments, Logical Positivism, Relativism)

134.) The only thing a right can require of a person is to abstain from violating the rights of others. The concept of rights is a self-limiting principle. Rights are a recognition of an individual's sovereignty ( exclusive jurisdiction ) over that which is his OWN ( his own self and his own property). That being the case, no person can logically have any say-so over the person or property of another individual. ... Sam Wells Jr., in "Option", 6/78.

135.)"There is only one 'right', man's right to live as a man - i.e., rationally." All rights are merely conditions necessitated by the goal of rational self-satisfaction. - W.F. O'Neill: Ayn Rand, p. 46.

136.) A man's right to earn his living according to the rules of the free market is the most basic of all freedoms. - Lawrence Fertig, The Freeman, 1/67. - (J.Z.: Still more basic is his right to try to survive by his own efforts and that of his family, friends and associates, while there still does not exist a free market for his skills and services. Even the primitive man has the right to try to survive by his own efforts. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
137.) Properly analysed, the existence of rights in one man benefits all mankind. - Ridgway K. Foley, Jr., The Freeman, 11/73.

138.) ... when a person acts, the non-violation of other people's rights must take priority over the pursuit of any goal: even the goal of minimizing the total number of rights violated in the society. - Ascribed to Nozick, in: Samuel Scheffler: Natural Rights, Equality and the Minimal State, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 3/76. (Applies e.g. to gun control, but also to tyrannicide? Has a tyrant any rights? Are bystanders of tyrants innocents? - J. Z.) - (J.Z.: Didn't they fail to fulfill their duty to commit tyrannicide themselves? - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
139.) No stoppin' a man who knew he was in the right and kep a-comin'. - Louis L'Armour, "Tucker", p. 9. (Perseverence, Man, Conviction, Enthusiasm, Faith)

140.) Nozick says that an individual's rights define a moral boundary around the person. These boundaries constrain the permissible behavior of every agent. - Samuel Scheffler, Natural Rights ... CJPhilosophy, 3/76.

141.) Nozick seems to follow Locke in holding that each person has a right to exact compensation from someone who violates his rights ... Samuel Scheffler, ibid.

142.) According to Nozick, each individual has a right to be free from force, fraud, and physical aggression. - Samuel Scheffler, ibid.

143.) ... the simple, unvarnished birthright that all men should reasonably expect from their short tenure on earth. - Matt Braun, Black Fox, Coronet Books, London 1972, p.154.

144.) In the Society of Contract, man is born free, and comes into his inheritance with maturity.

By this concept all rights belong to the individual. Society consists of individuals in voluntary association. The rights of any person are limited only by the equal rights of another person. - Libertarian Review.

145.) ... everyone has the right to go to hell in his own way. - quoted with disapproval by Walter H. Heller, World Research INK, 11/76. (Hell, Mistakes, Errors, Tolerance, Panarchy.)

146.) Don't sacrifice individual rights to unlimited majority rule - paraphrasing Ayn Rand in her article on Racism, Objectivist Newsletter, 9/63.

147.) Rights reside in individuals. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Feb. 72.

148.) A right implicitly prohibits any attempt by other people to stand between an individual and his voluntary performance or non-performance of the action protected by the right. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, p. 106.

149.) Protect your rights at least as well as your eyeballs. - free after I. Kant.

150.) I am sure that Might does not make Right. - Admiral Ben Moreell : Log 1/5.
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151.) Rights should be equal, because they pertain to chances, and all ought to have equal chances so far as chances are provided or limited by the action of society. This, however, will not produce equal results, but it is right just because it will produce unequal results - that is, results which shall be proportioned to the merits [or efforts! - J.Z., 24.11.05.]of individuals. We each owe it to the other to guarantee mutually the chance to earn, to possess, to learn, to marry, etc., etc., against any interference which would prevent the exercise of those rights by a person who wishes to prosecute and enjoy them in peace for the pursuit of happiness. If we generalize this, it means that All-of-us ought to guarantee rights to each of us. - W.G. Sumner : What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, 141/42. (Duty, Equality)

152.) Rights do not pertain to results, but only to chances. They pertain to the conditions of the struggle for existence, not to any of the results of it; to the pursuit of happiness, not to the possession of happiness. It cannot be said that each one has a right to have some property, because if one man had such a right some other man or men would be under a corresponding obligation to provide him with some property. Each has a right to acquire and possess property if he can. It is plain what fallacies are developed when we overlook this distinction. Those fallacies run through all socialistic schemes and theories. If we take rights to pertain to results, and then say that rights must be equal, we come to say that men have a right to be equally happy, and so on in all the details. - W. G. Sumner, ibid, 141.

153.) ... Never before had there been established the inviolable rights of the individual to the fruits of his labor - to keep, to trade, or even to give away as he chooses. Always it was government that was sovereign, and any right to the products of one's labor - and often even to one's life - was a right granted to the people by the government. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log I, 119.

154.) Should a person claim a right to be free from having ideas? I will concede but not applaud the claim. So far as I am concerned, one has a right to do anything he pleases - silly or brilliant - if the action in no way infringes upon the creative aspirations of any other person. - L. E. Read: Then Truth Will Out, p. 92.

155.) One's right to life, liberty, and property ... and other fundamental rights may not be submitted to a vote; they depend on the outcome of no elections. - Supreme Court declaration in West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette.  (The Freeman, 10/75.) (Voting, Majority, Law.)
156.) Whenever the right to the fruits of one's own labor is gaining acceptance and respect it will be seen that an understanding of the free society is likewise gaining. Of course, the reverse is true. When state welfarism and government control is on the rampage, as in the U.S.A. today, be it noted that there are leaders by the tens of thousands from all walks of life - business, education, religion, and so on - who wave aside the free society as a viable way of life. They are leading us down the road to serfdom and, interestingly enough, are unaware of their mischief. Their philosophy, though never in these realistic terms, is that you and I shall not be permitted to own; we are to be owned. And so are they - though they know it not. - L. E. Read: Having My Way, 146.

157.) ... forget railing against folly and, instead, accent what's right. This is the answer which, if practiced, will keep you and me from falling into unreason, from becoming unwise. Further, it will reverse the present waywardness. - L. E. Read, Having My Way, 92.

158.) Never approve or condone anything that is not consistent with what you believe to be right. - L. E. Read: The Miracle of the Market, in Champions of Freedom, 53.

159.) Man's fundamental right - the one on which all others depend - is the right to his own life. The phrase, 'all men are created equal', means that all men are born with the right to life and the rights inherent in the ownership of life. But the process of living is not something done to man; rather it is continuous action that he must generate and sustain. - Ann Wortham, The Freeman, 7/75, p. 417.

160.) ... a country that won't give me any rights isn't my country any longer. - Poul Anderson, Tales of the Flying Mountains, 138. (J.Z.: Instead of the first "any" he should have said "my"! J. Z. Nor can a country "give" rights. Its system and that of its people might suppress some, temporarily. That does not mean that it "gives" the rest. - J.Z., 10.11.05.))

161.) I am glad that most of us now have our political rights. And today I make this plea - that we use those political rights to vote for a return to the principle of making our laws and other governmental actions consistent with our moral rights. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log I, 4/5. - (J.Z.: That will be impossible as long as state membership remains compulsory and territorial. - J. Z., 26.6.84, 10.11.05.)

162.) ...no governmental apparatus can lord it over a people who conceive ... their rights. ... L. E. Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, p. 24, after creative editing. Read bases all rights upon a divine gift and relates the above thought to this origin, too. - J. Z.
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163.) No private rights are so unimportant that they can be surrendered with impunity to the caprices of a government. - Tocqueville: Democracy in America, pp. 310/11.

164.) ("Resolved, that) ... It would be a dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men of our choice to silence our fears for the safety of our rights: that confidence is everywhere the parent of despotism - free government is founded in jealousy, and not in confidence; it is jealousy and not confidence which prescribes limited constitutions, to bind down those whom we are obliged to trust with power: that our Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no further, our confidence may go;

 ... In questions of power, then, let no more be heard of confidence in man, but bind him down from mischief by the chains of the Constitution. - Thomas Jefferson, resolution proposed. - (J.Z.: Neither formal constitutions nor governmental bills of rights do sufficiently bind down the men in power over whole territories and their population. - J.Z., 25.11.05.) 
165.) A person becomes the victim of his irrational actions, but he has the right to choose those actions. If you smoke cigarettes, you may succumb to cancer - but that is no reason to make it a crime. That is to say, one has the right of becoming one's own victim without it involving criminal sanction. - Howard Samson, reason, Jan. 73. (O.K. only if one only smokes alone or among smokers! - J. Z.. 26.6.84.)

166.) Nobody has the right to do what he pleases - except when he pleases by doing right. - Rough version of quote in Ben Casey series, TV, 25.11.76.

167.) The government usurped the rights of men. - Charles Chively, p. 30 of Introduction to Spooner's Works.

168.) Is it that your knowledge is deficient? Is it that you have the knowledge, but want the strength to carry it into practice? Or is it that your mind is made up to do what you consider right, and never allow yourself to forget it? The Texts of Taoism, The Writings of Kwang-Sze. p. 181.

169.) He is entirely without the thought of submitting to the rule of what is right. - The Texts of Taoism, 11/181.

170.) The source of (man's) rights is man's nature ... not divine law or congressional law. - Ayn Rand, Capitalism … , Signet edition, 322.

171.) By simply protecting every man in his rights, a government necessarily keeps open to every one the widest possible field, that he honestly can have, for such industry as he may choose to follow. It also insures him the widest possible field for obtaining such capital as he needs for his industry, and the widest possible markets for the products of his labor. With the possession of these rights, he must be content. - Spooner, to Cleveland, Works I, 15. ( That is still a form of libertarian territorial statism! - J. Z., 26.6.84.)

172.) They seldom have any thing to say about men's "rights". On the contrary, they take it for granted that they are charged with the duty of promoting, superintending, directing, and controlling the "business" of the country. In the performance of this supposed duty, all ideas of individual "rights" are cast aside. Not knowing any way - because there is no way - in which they can impartially promote all men's "interests", "welfare", and "prosperity", otherwise than by protecting impartially all men's rights, they boldly proclaim that "individual rights must not be permitted to stand in the way of the public good, the public welfare, and the business interests of the country.

Substantially, all their lawmaking proceeds upon this theory, for there is no other theory, on which they can find any justification for any lawmaking at all ..." - Spooner, to Grover Cleveland, Works I, 16.

173.) Sir, your idea of the true character of our government is plainly this : you assume that all the natural, inherent, inalienable, individual, human rights of fifty millions of people - all their individual rights to preserve their own lives, and promote their own happiness - have been thrown into one common heap, - into hotchpotch, as the lawyers say: and that this hotchpotch has been given into the hands of some four hundred champion robbers, each of whom has pledged himself to carry off as large a portion of it as possible, to be divided among those men - well known to himself, but who - to save themselves from all responsibility for his acts - have secretly ( by secret ballot) appointed him to be their champion.


Sir, if you had assumed that all the people of this country had thrown all their wealth, all their rights, all their means of living; into hotchpotch; and that this hotchpotch had been given over to four hundred ferocious hounds; and that each of these hounds had been selected and trained to bring to his masters so much of this common plunder as he, in the general fight, or scramble, could get off with, you would scarcely have drawn a more vivid picture of the true character of the government of the United States, than you have done in your inaugural address. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Grover Cleveland, Works I, p. 21.

537

Slogans for Liberty









Rights
174.) Plainly, unless all a man's natural rights are inviolable by lawmakers, none of them are. It is an absurdity to say that a man has any rights of his own, if other men, whether calling themselves a government, or by any other name, have the right to take them from him, without his consent. Therefore, the very idea of a law-making government necessarily implies a denial of all such things as individual liberty, or individual rights.

From this statement it does not follow that every lawmaking government will, in practice, take from every man all his natural rights. It will do as it pleases about it. It will take some, leaving him to enjoy others, just as its own pleasure or discretion shall dictate at the time. It would defeat its own ends, if it were wantonly to take away all his natural rights, - as for example, his right to live, and to breathe, - for then he would be dead, and the government could then get nothing more out of him. The most tyrannical government will, therefore, if it have any sense, leave its victims enough liberty to enable them to provide for their own substance, to pay their taxes, and to render such military or other service as the government may have need of. But it will do this for its own good, and not for theirs. In allowing them this liberty, it does not at all recognize their right to it, but only consults its own interests. - Lysander Spooner, ibid, pp. 30/31.

175.) The government denies the natural right of human beings to live on this planet. This it does by denying their natural right to those things that are indispensable to the maintenance of life. It says that, for every thing necessary to the maintenance of life, they must have a special permit from the government; and that the government cannot be required to grant them any other means of living than it chooses to grant them.


All this is shown as follows, viz.:


The government denies the natural right of individuals to take possession of wilderness land, and hold and cultivate it for their own subsistence.


It asserts that wilderness land is the property of the government; and that individuals have not right to take possession of, or cultivate it, unless by special grant of the government. And if an individual attempts to exercise his natural right, the government punishes him as a trespasser and a criminal.


The government has no more right to claim the ownership of wilderness lands, than it has to claim the ownership of sunshine, the water, or the atmosphere. And it has no more right to punish a man for taking possession of wilderness land, and cultivating it, without the consent of the government, than it has to punish him for breathing the air, drinking the water, or enjoying the sunshine, without a special grant from the government.


In thus asserting the government's right of property in wilderness land, and in denying man's right to take possession of and cultivate it, except on first obtaining a grant from the government, - which grant the government may withhold if it pleases, - the government plainly denies the natural right of men to live on this planet, by denying their natural right to the means that are indispensable to their procuring the food that is necessary for supporting life. - Spooner, ibid, 33/34.

176.) In still another way, the government denies men's natural right to life. And that is by denying their natural right to make any of those contracts with each other, for buying and selling, borrowing and lending, giving and receiving, property, which are necessary, if men are to exist in any considerable numbers on the earth … - Spooner, ibid, 34.

177.) What, now, is the reason why not one of these courts has ever so far given its attention to the subject as to have discovered what the 'obligation of contracts' is? What that principle is, I repeat, which they have all sworn to sustain, and on which the real validity, or invalidity, of every contract on which they ever adjudicate, depends? Why is it that they have all gone on sanctioning and enforcing all the nakedly iniquitous laws, by which men's natural right to make their own contracts has been trampled under foot?


Surely it is not because they do not know that all men have a natural right to make their own contracts; for they know that, as well as they know that all men have a natural right to live, to breathe, to move, to speak, to hear, to see, or to do anything whatever for the support of their lives, or the promotion of their happiness.


Why, then, is it, that they strike down this right, without ceremony, and without compunction, whenever they are commanded to do so by the lawmakers? It is because, and solely because, they are so servile, slavish, degraded, and corrupt, as to act habitually on the principle, that justice and men's natural rights are matters of no importance, in comparison with the commands of the impudent and tyrannical lawmakers, on whom they are dependent for their offices and their salaries. It is because, and solely because, they, like the judges under all other irresponsible and tyrannical governments, are part and parcel of a conspiracy for robbing and enslaving the great body of the people, to gratify the luxury and pride of a few. It is because, and solely because, they do not recognize our governments, State or national, as institutions designed simply to maintain justice, or to protect all men in the enjoyment of all their natural rights; but only as institutions designed to accomplish such objects as irresponsible cabals of lawmakers may agree upon. - Spooner, ibid, 56.
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178.) If a government can forbid the free exercise of a single one of man's natural rights, it may, for the same reason, forbid the exercise of any and all of them; and thus establish, practically and absolutely, Marshall's guiding principle, that the government has all the power, and the people no rights. - Spooner, ibid, 89.

179.) The assumption that, by a certain paper, called the constitution of the United States - a paper ( I repeat and reiterate) which nobody ever signed, which but few persons ever read, and which the great body of the people never saw - and also by some forty subsidiary papers, called State constitutions, which also nobody ever signed, which but few persons ever read, and which the great body of the people never saw - all making a perfect system of the merest nothingness - the assumption, I say, that, by these papers, the people have consented to the abolition of justice itself, the highest moral law of the Universe; and that all their own natural, inherent, inalienable rights to the benefit of that law, shall be annulled; and that they themselves, and everything that is theirs, shall be given over into the irresponsible custody of some forty little cabals of blockheads and villains called lawmakers - blockheads, who imagine themselves wiser than justice itself, and villains, who care nothing for either wisdom or justice, but only for the avarice and ambition ... - Spooner, ibid, p. 93. (Constitutions)

180.) Every man has, by nature, certain judicial powers, or rights. That is to say, he has, by nature, the right to judge of, and enforce his own rights, and judge of and redress his own wrongs. But in so doing, he must act only in accordance with his own judgment and conscience, and subject to his own personal responsibility, if, through either ignorance or design, he commits any error injurious to another.


Now, inasmuch as no man can delegate, or impart, his own judgment or conscience to another, it is naturally impossible that he can delegate to another his judicial rights or powers ... - Spooner, ibid, 103.

181.) Of Rights - Natural and Arbitrary: If government can create rights, it can withhold and destroy rights. The practical consequences of this fact is that if rights are derived from governments, there are not rights. Governmental favors may masquerade as rights. They may even assume a semblance of constitutionality. But such favors are instruments of power; they are arbitrary 'rights' granted under the circumstances, subject to recall and change. When rights are arbitrarily created, there are not rights, only privileges. The extent to which we have accepted the belief that children have a right to education, that farmers have a right to a parity of income, that all have a right to the latest medicine, and so on, is the measure of the extent to which we have yielded up our natural rights. - Clarence B. Carson, The Freeman, 12/75.

(J.Z.: Regarding 'right to the latest medicine' - that is a right, when there is a willing seller & buyer. But the government intervenes here, too, asserting, that it would not yet be tested enough, by its standard, to be safe enough and thus prohibits its use even among people willing to take the risk involved. To that extent a real right is involved, one that is a part of the right to life and to maintain one's life. - J. Z., 26.6.84, 24.11.05.)

182.) Unless a person is prepared to accept the 'might makes right' philosophy, he must respect another's right to live, to produce, and to consume, keep, exchange, sell, or give away that which he has produced. - The Incredible Breadmachine, 141.

183.) It is self-evident that no number of men, by conspiring, and calling themselves a government, can acquire any rights whatever over other men, or other men's property, which they had not before, as individuals. - Spooner, ibid, 6.

184.) But the right of every man to do anything, and everything, which justice does not forbid him to do, is a natural, inherent, inalienable right. It is his right, as against any and all other men, whether they be many or few. It is a right indispensable to every man's highest happiness; and to every man's power of judging and determining for himself what will, and what will not, promote his happiness. Any restriction upon the exercise of this right is a restriction upon his rightful power of providing for, and accomplishing, his own well-being. - Spooner, ibid, 7.

185.) But you evidently believe nothing of what I have now been saying. You evidently believe that justice is no law at all, unless in cases where the lawmakers may chance to prefer it to any law which they themselves can invent.


You evidently believe that a certain paper, called the constitution, which nobody ever signed, which few persons ever read, which the great body of the people never saw, and as to the meaning of which no two persons were ever agreed, is the supreme law of this land, anything in the law of nature - anything in the natural inherent, inalienable, individual rights of fifty millions of people - to the contrary notwithstanding.


Did folly, falsehood, absurdity, assumption, or criminality ever reach a higher point than that? - Spooner, ibid, 9.
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186.) Spooner argues that all people have certain inalienable rights - rights that they cannot forfeit, give away, or have legally taken from them. These rights are life, liberty, and property. These rights are natural rights - beyond human legislation. Even if someone should contract these rights away, the contract would be void - "an utterly idiotic and suicidal contract" - no more enforcable than a contract which authorized another to murder one's self." - Charles Chiveley, introduction to Spooner's Works, Letter to Bayard, 4. (J.Z.: They can be contracted away - but not permanently, since a person does have the right to come to his senses again, any time! - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

187.) The kind of government we are acquiring, is distinctly different from that envisaged by the Founding Fathers; it is fast becoming a government that conceives itself to be the source of rights, which it gives and can recall at its own pleasure. The transformation is not yet complete, but it will be seen as we go along that completion is not far off - if nothing is done to prevent it. - Frank Chodorov: The Income Tax ... 6.

188.) When the individual says he has a valid title to life, he means that all that is he, is his own; his body, his mind, his faculties. Maybe there is something else to life, such as a soul, but without going into that realm, he is willing to settle on what he knows about himself - his consciousness. All that is "I" is "mine". That implies, of course, that all that is "you" is "yours" - for, every "you" is an "I". Rights work both ways. - Chodorov, ibid, 17.

189.) The American tradition rests its case squarely on the premise that the human being is endowed with rights by his very existence; that is what makes him human. Hence, any political action which attempts to violate these rights, violates his human-ness, and thus becomes "evil". Putting it another way, any political action which disregards man's inalienable rights disregards God. - Chodorov, ibid, 5. See: Americanism.
190.) Indeed, it seems most probably that every action by anyone, is thought of as right at the moment of action. Reflection afterwards may bring regret but, on balance, most actions at the time of execution are assessed as right by the actors. - Read : Elements of Libertarian Leadership, p. 136. (J.Z.: But this can happen, regarding many of today's actions, only through an immense ignorance of and insufficient discussion of rights. - J. Z., 27.6.84.) (Add to this: Lack of interest in genuine rights. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
191.) The central belief is that a person owns his own person, including his own mind, and the products of his mind, his own body and the energies of his body; and properties that he has acquired become a kind of extension of his mind and body. Thus, the owner of a property has within that property a portion of his own energy, his own earnings. It is a part of him. An act that violates his control over himself or over something he owns, is viewed as improper and immoral. Therefore, the principle to be followed is to control one's self and refrain from aggressing against others, either in their persons or properties. Within the moralist camp there is a sharp delineation between right and wrong. Wrongful acts are those which violate the boundaries of others against their wills. Rightful acts consist of peaceful and non-aggressive actions each individual confining himself to the management and control of himself and what belongs to him. In respect to his own person and property, he may do as he pleases. - Robert LeFevre, The Libertarian, p. 30.

192.) ... the practice, adopted by political corporations, of disposing of all the rights of their members by the arbitrary will of majorities. - Lysander Spooner, works, 11/214, Trial by Jury.

193.) A human right is a principle defining a man's freedom of action in a social context. (A. R.?)

194.) There is no such thing as group rights except as they are an extension of individual rights. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Feb. 72.

195.) Mere wishes are thought of as rights. - L.E. Read, The Freeman, 7/73.

196.) Immunity from governmental compulsion. - Paul Poirot. (J.Z.: Leave out "government" or say:"mainly from governmental compulsion"! - J.Z., 1/11/76.)

197.) We make a terrible mistake when we think that what is good or right for us is necessarily good or right for the man next door. - IPA Facts, 12/68.

198.) Always do that which you believe to be right. - Edward William Cole. ( J.Z.: Better make sure you are right, too! - J. Z., 74.)

199.) All men should have the right to enjoy the fruits of their labors. - Dean Smith, Conservatism, 115.

200.) Welfare is not right. - J.Z. after reading Ridgway K. Foley Jr. in The Freeman, 11/73: "Welfare as a Right." - J.Z., 27.6.84.) - (J.Z.: Unless it is provided by oneself or via contract through others, e.g. through insurance or mutual aid contracts. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
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201.) The Right to Be Wrong - and the Obligation to Be Right. - Charles R. La Dow, title of an Article in The Freeman, Nov. 73.

202.) There is no right that the government ... considers inviolable. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, reason 3/73.

203.) A minority of one has certain rights which a majority, composed of all the rest, may not violate. - George W. Shankey Jr., Freedom Magazine, Spring 74. (Minority, Majority, Individualism)
204.) Since no man has a claim to the life of another, if follows that neither do ten, nor a thousand, nor a million men. A million times nothing is still nothing, and nothing is what any man's claim to the life of a victim amounts to. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, p. 105.

205.) The rights of one are as sacred as the rights of a million … Every man has the inalienable right to work. - Eugene V. Debs. (Work, Unemployment, Jobs, Scabs, Strikes.)

206.) It is the nature of man as a living, thinking being that determines his rights. - Robert M. Sade, reason, Sept. 72. (Thus, would a violent criminal be able to claim any? - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

207.) A right implicitly prohibits any attempt by other people to stand between an individual and his voluntary performance or non-performance of the action protected by the right. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 106.

208.) Every man has a certain sphere of discretion, which he has a right to expect shall not be infringed by his neighbors. This right flows from the very nature of man. - William Godwin.

209.) For individual rights are the radius which defines the circle of a man's legitimate activities - and the point of origin of the radius is man's reason. - Neera Badwhar, The Freeman, 10/74.

210.) "A right is the sanction of independent action." Ayn Rand, quoted in Ayn Rand's Philosophy by William F. O'Neill.

211.) A right is that which can be exercised without anyone's permission. - Ayn Rand, quoted ibid, p. 46.

212.) Rights are nothing but artificial divisions of the general claim to exercise the faculties - applications of that general claim to particular cases; and each of them is proved in the same way, by showing that the particular exercise of the faculties referred to is possible without preventing the like exercise of faculties by other persons. - Herbert Spencer.

213.) Right is the restriction of arbitrary actions of each so that they agree with arbitrary actions of others according to a general law of freedom. Kant, Populaere Schriften, 63.

214.) 'Right', then, in ethics or conduct, is not different from 'right' in mathematics or engineering; it means correct, fit, what works best to the best result. - Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, p. 76, summing up Aristotle.

215.) Only individual rights exist. Libertarian Handbook, 1973, on Spooner.

216.) The ideas that men have an equal right to pursue their interests and that when they do so the general public benefits, gained hold ... Clarence B. Carson, The Freeman, 4/76. (Public Interest, Self-Interest)

217.) The free society is ruled by one cardinal principle: "Respect the rights of others, then do what you please." To the extent that this principle is observed by men, they and their societies are free. To the extent that it is violated, they and their societies are enslaved. - Duncan Yuille : Human Rights, leaflet.

218.) A group, as such, has no legitimate claim to rights. "A man can neither acquire new rights by joining a group nor lose the rights which he does possess. The principle of individual rights is the only moral base of all groups or associations." - Ayn Rand, quoted in O'Neill's Ayn Rand's Philosophy, p.46.

219.) No relative, no teacher, no policeman, no judge and no parliament has the right to tell you what to do with your own body, mind and income. -D. Yuille, in leaflet on Human Rights.
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220.) No man has a natural right to commit aggression on the equal rights of another. - Jefferson. (Aggression)

221.) Being right means never having to say you're sorry. - George G. Gilman, Edge, Blood on Silver, p. 72.

222.) Might is not right. - Merilyn Rose Fairskye, "free enterprise", 8/74.

223.) Right: May not always make might, but you'll not find it while on your knees. - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 118.

224.) For a right to make any sense, it must be enforceable. That is, a right without the right to prevent its violation, amounts to no right whatsoever. - Libertarian Handbook, 1973.

225.) The man who prefers his country before any other duty shows the same spirit as the man who surrenders every right to the state. They both deny that right is superior to authority. - Lord Acton, Nationality, The Home and Foreign Review, July, 1962.

226.) Privacy: The makers of our Constitution undertook to secure conditions favorable to the pursuit of happiness ... They sought to protect Americans in their beliefs, their thoughts, their emotions and their sensations. They conferred, as against the Government, the right to be let alone - the most comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men. ... - George Seldes, The Great Quotations, p. 780.

227.) The right to make a living is among the greatest of human rights. - Georgia Supreme Court, 1925, - quoted in reason, Oct. 74.

228.) It is a traditional right of the people to refuse acceptance of paper money. - Ulrich von Beckerath in Berlin Program. (Unless, naturally, they have issued it themselves or are in debt to its issuer - he qualified this elsewhere. - No paper money should have compulsory value and forced acceptance in general circulation. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
229.) You must recognize your rights and stand up for them. If you do not, other people define your role for you, and you stop being yourself. Your life space decreases ... - Herbert Fensterheim, Freedom Today, 10/75.

230.) Why does a person who doesn't know right from wrong always do wrong? - Source unknown.

231.) You cannot be TOO Right! - (Source?)

232.) I'd Rather Be Right - Kaufman-Hart-Rodger's musical show title.

233.) I would rather be right than be president. - Henry Clay.
234.) If a man acts at all times within his Rights, it is impossible for him, by their definition, to violate another's Rights. - Mark Tier, in Murphey's Rights vs. Human Rights.

235.) You can't go wrong doing what is right. - From book : The Magic of Self-Direction, Prentice Hall, 1965, quoted in Freedom Today, April 76.

236.) I believe in my right to be wrong, and still more in my right to be right. - Owen Lattimore: Gazette & Daily, York, Pa., January 7, 1956.

237.) My rights end where yours begin. - Duncan Yuille, leaflet Human Rights.

238.) Rights never conflict. Apparent conflicts arise from faulty understanding of the rights involved, often manifesting itself by someone's demanding more than his rights actually provide for. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 109.

239.) Society, nation, country (or any other collective ) are merely terms for groups of individuals, and have no existence apart from those individuals. In reality, such collectives are diverse classes, containing many different types of individuals, rather than unified entities with a distinct consciousness, will or life. Thus logically the so-called 'rights of society' can be only a term for the individual rights of many separate persons; these rights do not and can not conflict. - D. Yuille, ibid.

240.) You have the right to attain your rights! - Herbert Fensterheim, Freedom Today, 10/75.

241.) Give to every other human being every right that you claim for yourself - that is my doctrine. - Thomas Paine.
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242.) Immanuel Kant was at this level: No one has a moral right to do anything that cannot be rationally conceded as a right to everyone else - the principle of universality. - L. E. Read, Notes from FEE, 3/73.

(J.Z.: A convicted felon, violent criminal, does not have the same right to bear arms as an innocent citizen has. - The same applies to infants and people with mental problems. - Rationality is the precondition for the claim to all human rights and the minimum rationality required is the recognition of the human rights of others. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)

243.) A primary right must always be a right to action, not to goods as such. All goods must be produced by prior actions and hence are already someone's rightful property. - John D. Lindl, Good Government, Feb. 73, quoted from The Freeman, Feb. 72.

244.) A 'right' of one person that can only be satisfied at the expense of another is obviously no right at all. It is a decree that sets up two classes of people, those served, and those required to serve. The proliferation of such laws is one of the most dangerous developments in recent U.S. political history. - John D. Lindl, ibid.

245.) But desires are NOT rights! - John A. Goodson, New Jersey Libertarian Party.

246.) No man ever has a 'right' to 'the unrewarded services of others'. - Ayn Rand, How Not to Fight Socialized Medicine.

247.) Let us first ask what are the natural rights of men, and endeavor to secure them, before we propose either to beg or to pillage. - Henry George, Social Problems.

248.) We should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right. - Henry David Thoreau, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, 1849.

249.) A man does what's right, not what's easy. - Paul Janvier.

250.) The right to act implicitly includes the responsibility for the consequences of one's action and the right to the use and disposal of the products of one's action. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Dec. 72.

251.) Rights are not inalienable, but only the possessor of a right can alienate himself from that right - no one else can take a man's rights from him. - Tibor Machan, in reviewing:The Market for Liberty, by M. & L. Tannehill. - reason. (J.Z.: A suppressed right is still a right although not one that can be freely practised. - J.Z., 24.11.05.) 
252.) Aboriginal 'rights'; women's 'rights' - any so-called minority 'rights' is the demand that the Rights of others in the community be violated to provide some privileges to the demanding group ... - Mark Tier, Murphy's Rights vs. Human Rights. 
253.) Once everyone's rights are secured, no further social change is necessary. - Quoted with disapproval in Outlook, Feb. 73.

254.) ... a human individual's most fundamental right is the right to his own life. - Garvan F. Kuskey, The Freeman, Nov. 73.

255.) ... a fundamental right ... benefits not only the holder but also all others in society ... - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., Freeman 11/73.

256.) If a man is right, he can't be too radical; if he is wrong, he can't be too conservative! - Josh Billings. (Radicalism, Conservatism)

257.) 'Do what's right, come what may' - is an expression of profound wisdom. Tolstoi on Civil Disobedience and Non-Violence, 188 (198, 108?) "Do what is right and bugger the consequences" is another version of the same idea.

258.) Free institutions can be properly worked only by men, each of whom is jealous of his own rights, and also sympathetically jealous of the rights of others - who will neither himself aggress on his neighbours, in small things or great, nor tolerate aggression on them by others. - Herbert Spencer, Essays, The Americans.

259.) Rights are conditions of existence required by man's nature for his proper survival. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 985/986.

260.) A public of rightless creatures is doomed to destruction. - Ayn Rand, ibid, 452.

261.) The right to one's own life implies a major corollary: the right to engage in the production of values which will sustain that life. - Gottfried Dietze, in Defence of Property - and Rothbard, Power and Market, pp. 176ff.

262.) Right - "a seminal power inherent in an individual just because he is a human being, notwithstanding (or sometimes, in spite of) the coercion of organized government. - Ridgway K. Foley, Jr., in The Freeman, 11/73.
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263.) 'Rights' are defined generally as 'powers of free action' - Black's Law Dictionary.

264.) ... a right need not favor one person to the detriment of another. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., Freeman 11/73. (J.Z.: "does not", rather than "need not"! - J. Z.)

265.) Every man has a right to his own body. - William Lloyd Garrison.

266.) If only one right is arbitrarily taken from men, then all the rest of their rights may suffer. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, reason 3/73.

267.) The Right to Life, with the attendant respect of every other person's Right to Life, is simply the guaranty that one will be free to provide for one's own life - whether alone or with the voluntary co-operation of others (i.e. living in a society) -in whatever manner one sees fit, free from the coercion of others. - Mark Tier, Murphey's Rights vs. Human Rights.

268.) Man exists with a particular nature which implies that he possesses particular rights whether or not the market or government acknowledges the fact. - Joel B. Byklebust, Libertarian Handbook, 1973.

269.) Spooner firmly upheld the view ... that only individual rights exist. - Libertarian Handbook, 73.

270.) ... rights are not to be held, given or received by your permission or mine. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 1022.

271.) You will always find me on the right side, sir, always! I cannot afford to get left.- Gen. McComb. - A. Bierce.

272.) The source of man's rights is man's nature ... - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 107

273.) 1. Man derives, directly from the Creator, his rights to 'life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property'. These rights are inherent and inalienable. They are not mere privileges granted by government and subject to withdrawal at the whim of government.

2. To deprive a man of his God-given rights is to violate the moral law. Such violation will call forth its own penalties just as violation of any natural law, as for example the law of gravity, brings its punishment. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log II/166.
(J.Z.: Would these rights disappear if there were no God or of God died or emigrated to another universe? Or would they remain the same rights for human and rational beings? Divine rights have no better divine foundation than the "divine rights of kings" or of parliaments have. - J.Z., 24.11.95.)
274.) First and foremost, rights are a claim of exclusive control. That which you do, or possess by right, I cannot properly interfere with. What, then, do you or I own exclusive title to?


First we own our own lives. If man has any rights at all, he must first and foremost have a 'right to life', for without life no thought, no choice and no action is possible. If I cannot control my own life, then there is clearly nothing else which I can control. Now, by my "life" I mean, essentially, my own mind, body and actions - the extensions of myself in time and space. Thus, as a consequence of my right to life, I also have a 'right to liberty', that is, to freedom of action ( so long as my actions do not violate the same right of others ). Lastly, as a consequence of my rights to life and liberty, I have a right to acquire property: entities external to myself. Since man is a material being, he must necessarily possess and consume other material entities in order to live. Thus man necessarily has a 'right to property' - meaning the right to use, control and dispose of external property. - Duncan Yuille, in leaflet "Human Rights".

275.) It is important to point out that since rights are a relationship of exclusive ownership or control, any group attempting to modify my ownership or control of my own property in the slightest degree, is for them ( to that extent ) to prevent my exercise of my rights. It is clear that both you and I cannot simultaneously have final say over a single piece of property. Either I control it, or I do not. If it is my property and you object to what I am doing with it, or not doing with it, you can properly protest, refuse to deal with me, and encourage others to do the same; but you cannot properly attempt to use force to compel me to act as you desire. This is the crucial dividing line between my human rights and yours. I have a right to control my property. Whether I am rational or irrational, fair or unfair, wise or stupid in the disposition of my property, it remains my property. - D. Yuille, ibid.

276.) Human rights are thus the right (meaning moral authority) of individual human beings to control their own life, liberty and earned property. Formally, rights may be defined as 'moral claims made by the criteria of possession (e.g. life), creation (e.g. value), earning (e.g. wages) or voluntary transfer (e.g. inheritance).' - Source?
277.) It is obvious that human rights in Australia today are being attacked on all fronts. For example, your right to property is violated by the politicians who think that they have the right to spend 60 % of your income ( the present average amount paid

544

Slogans for Liberty









Rights
in taxes ) for you, simply because they think that a lot of other people agree with them. - D. Yuille, ibid,

278.) In logic, there are no such things as 'group rights', 'national duties', or 'debts to society'. All rights, duties and debts are of and to individuals. - Duncan Yuille, ibid.

279.) The grouping of men into a collective does not endow them with rights which they do not otherwise possess or an authority that they would not otherwise have. - D.Yuille, ibid.

280.) And the Roosevelt era brought the ... notion that your rights are limited by the needs of the state. - Karl Hess: Playboy interview, 7/76.

281.) There is no such thing as a man's right to a job, a right to a fair wage, or 'rights of consumers', just as farmers and businessmen have no rights to subsidies, tariffs, or other protection. - Ayn Rand, quoted in The Sydney Morning Herald, 23.3.76.

282.) We hold that individuals have the right to live in whatever manner they choose, provided they do not forcibly interfere with the equal rights of others to live in whatever manner they choose. - From WP leaflet: The Alternative.

283.) It was their faith that if man's inalienable rights are not impaired by other men, either directly or through the medium of political power, i.e. government, he can achieve spiritual growth and material blessings never before attained on earth. This was a shattering and revolutionary idea, an innovation in human history! And it worked even beyond their expectations ... Admiral Ben Moreell: The Admiral's Log, II/111.

284.) ... every individual, as long as he respects the rights of others, has the right to live his life as he alone sees fit, as a free trader on a free market. - "Tanstaafl", 4/76.

285.) The right to make up my own mind ... - Richard Cowper: Kuldesak, p. 177, Quartet Books, London 1973.

286.) Man exists with a particular nature which implies that he possesses particular rights, whether or not the market or government acknowledges the fact. - Libertarian Handbook, 1973, p. 87.
287.) Right was also might. - Antonia Fraser in her biography of Cromwell, p. 158.

288.) As such, a right is never based upon permission. - W.F. O'Neill: Ayn Rand's Philosophy, p.46.

289.) Too long denial of guaranteed right is sure to lead to revolution - bloody revolution, where suffering must fall upon the innocent as well as the guilty. - Ulysses S. Grant. ( J.Z.: The latter part does not apply to genuinely libertarian revolutions! - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

290.) Put personal rights above the social ordering. - Western World Review Newsletter, 11/71.

291.) What the concept of rights does not include is the right to restrict another's human rights. - Girard Baker in "Integrity", Vol. 4, No. 12.

292.) A man does what's right, not what's easy. - Eric Frank Russell.

293.) Right or wrong, left or right, red or blue, when used in a political sense, were meaningless except as labels designed to encompass everything for those whose minds encompassed nothing. - V. B. Vickers, Through Poppies Grow, Australasian Book Society, 1958, 127. (Though?)
294.) Better right than wrong.
295.) One cannot be too right.

296.) A right 'names some specific kind of action, identifies that action as being morally justified, and, consequently, prohibits social restraints on that action. - Paul Lepanto, "Return to Reason", 106. ( Not really an explanation, if one uses the terms "morally justified" and "prohibition"( to describe the opposite). - J. Z.)

297.) Do everything right!

298.) To love righteousness or intelligence or outstanding talent or virtue of any sort is to love freedom. - L. E. Read: Having my Way, 68.
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299.) Those denying the concept or rights can only decide upon contracts or arbitrariness, whim or power.

Contractual relationships do already presume pre-existing rights: the right to inform, express and oblige oneself, to hold or to dispose of property, an equality of rights, freedom to act, all kinds of economic liberties, while the second option assumes that man is a mindless animal, following his instincts and sensual kicks, regardless of others, an energized blob of protoplasm, destroying others or being destroyed, like microorganism: in permanent battle. - J. Z., 2.1.86. - Those imagining that only contracts can establish rights have, obviously, not comprehended the very concept of right, and the particular derived rights which are required to conclude valid contracts. Whence arises the right to conclude contracts? Is it God given? It is part of the natural rights and liberties, the natural laws, the human rights of human beings and rational beings. Thus the deniers of human rights and upholders of contracts only do actually confirm human rights, and this without awareness. One might argue that as unaware and ignorant people should be denied freedom of contract, in their own interest. They need guardians! - J.Z., 24.11.05.
300.) Are there "prisoners' rights'? - That amounts to asking: Are there rights and are there wrongdoers? Whoever leaves the basis of rights by committing wrongs, leaves the sphere of rights and enters the sphere of force, under rules and regulations set by those who, because of his aggression and that of others, have to take defensive steps against him and others. Thereupon they will tend not to recognize at least some of his former rights as applying to him for the time being, e.g. the choice of residence, freedom of movement, of jobs. And they will tend to see to it that he fulfills his obligations and duties, whether he likes them or not, unless they are willing to foot these bills themselves. - J. Z., 2.1.86, 24.11.05.

301.) A man's right to work as he will, to spend what he earns, to won property, to have the state as a servant, not as master. - Margaret Thatcher, Reader's Digest, 6/77.

302.) Right is right only when entire. - Victor Hugo, "Marius" ( Les Miserables, 1862 ), 4.4. tr. Charles E. Wilbour.

303.) Human Rights declarations did not prevail so far because they were all too incomplete. - J. Z., 21.11.85.

304.) Right is the agreement of everybody's arbitrary actions with the arbitrary actions of everybody else according to a general principle of freedom. It is accompanied by the authority to enforce it. - Immanuel Kant. (Compare: 213.)
Right is the restriction of arbitrary actions of each so that they agree with arbitrary actions of others according to a general law of freedom. Kant, Populaere Schriften, 63.)
305.) They have rights who dare defend them. - Roger Baldwin, R.D., 5/85. (J.Z.: The cowards have rights, too, but they will not always be able to enjoy them. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
306.) It is far better to be right than to support a cause that wins but is wrong. When enough individuals realize this, then - and only then - right will be victorious.

In the long run, only right can be victorious anyhow, because that which is wrong violates the laws of nature and is self-destructive.

In the long run only capitalism (free enterprise) can win because it is the only social system that does not violate the laws of nature. - Prof. Galambos, From Vote for Principle, Series No. 1, published by the CCI Bookshelf.

307.) Your liberty to swing your arms ends where my nose begins. - Quoted by Stuart Chase in Vital Speeches of the Day.

308.) There is a need for free competition, first of all between individuals, later internationally. Freedom to invent, work, exchange, sell, and buy. Freedom to price one's products. And simply no intervention by the State outside of its special sphere. In other words: 'Laissez faire, laissez passer'. - De Puydt, Panarchy, p. 3.

309.) Liberty does not consist in mere declarations of the rights of men. It consists in the translation of those declarations into definite action. - Woodrow Wilson, Address, Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 4 July, 1914. ( See also under duties and human rights.)

310.) Freedom to do what one's conscience says is right. - Lord Acton's definition of liberty.

311.) Rights are nothing but artificial divisions of the general claim to exercise the faculties - application of that general claim to particular cases; and each of them is proved in the same way by showing that the particular exercise of the faculties referred to is possible without preventing the like exercise of faculties by other persons. - Herbert Spencer. - ( A truly Kantian definition - or shall I call Kant's a truly Spencerian definition? - J. Z., 8.1.1986.)
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312.) It may be said that the universal and lasting establishment of peace constitutes not merely a part, but the whole final purpose and end of the science of right as viewed within the limits of reason. - Immanuel Kant, The Science of Right.
(J.Z., Has anybody said it better, in a nutshell, why this kind of compilation is reproduced in my PEACE PLANS series? - J. Z., 7.1.1986.)

313.) In short, every man's natural rights are first, the right to do, with himself and his property, everything that he pleases to do and that justice towards others does not forbid him to do; and, secondly, to be free from all compulsion by others, to do anything whatever, except what justice to others requires him to do. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Cleveland, Works I, 97.

314.) The only ground upon which exclusion of the right of voting is consistent with justice, would be to inflict it as a punishment for a certain time upon those who should propose to take away that right from others. - Thomas Paine, First Principles of Government. (J.Z.: There was a time when even great minds like his imagined that it would be a great thing to have a political vote. - J. Z., 7.1.1986.) - (The political and territorial vote and the "right" to be a candidate and to become elected by a majority in a territory, has nothing to do with human rights, natural rights, the moral law or natural law. It is merely a constitutional arrangement that can be rightful only for communities of volunteers. Otherwise it is merely a substitute of ballots for bullets, i.e., a means for wrongful coercion. At most it is a "civil right" contracted for. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
315.) ... every man has a right to give an opinion but no man has a right that his opinion should govern the rest. - Thomas Paine, First Principles of Government.

316.) He that would make his own liberty secure, must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he violates this duty, he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself. - Thomas Paine, ibid, 1795.

317.) Any preoccupation with ideas of what is right or wrong in conduct shows an arrested intellectual development. - Oscar Wilde, Phrases and Philosophies for the Use of the Young.

(J.Z.: The totalitarians of the right and the left do try to teach this to their young people, too. Wilde failed here to make the simple but decisive distinction between conduct in private, between consenting adults and conduct "in public", i. e. towards dissenting adults and children.

Is there any wrong or crime for which some intellectuals do not find an excuse and some nicely turned phrase? This is one of the reasons for attempting to compile "Slogans for Liberty".

Within the private or public - but still internal conduct among members of voluntary communities - everything is constitutionally, legally, juridically or customarily right or wrong what the voluntary members of these communities consider to be so, for their voluntary members, at their own risk and expense. - If for themselves they wish to institutionalize e.g. censorship and abolish the right to inheritance, then to them such rulings do apply, as long as they stay members of such a community. - They may freely apply, among themselves, all kinds of other idiocies or irrational rules. For them they would be rightful and even necessary lessons, on their road to enlightenment. But they would certainly not universal moral rules, rights or just decisions for all others - J.Z., 7.1.1986, 24.11.05.).

318.) Knowledge has so corrupted them, they have forgotten how to think morally. Intellectuals are the curse of the twentieth century." - Eric Lambert in "Glory thrown in".

(J.Z.: Knowledge? A philosophy full of clichés and myths and weak theories! Incomplete knowledge or "knowledge" of errors would have been better. Ignorance and prejudices do not make the realization of a society in accordance with natural rights any easier. And perhaps no one is more ignorant today of natural and human rights than the majority of today's "intellectuals". - J. Z., ca. 1965 & 7.1.1986 & 24.11.05.)
319.) ... to prevent tampering with the right of others to meet their crises in their own way, whether this may mean victory or defeat." - Vernon W. Glasser, "BCL 362", in ANALOG, 3/1972.

320.) The idea that the full range of all natural rights does apply only to rational or reasonable beings is still strange to most people, although in concrete cases they do also favor it.(*) For that reason, I not only compiled my own draft based upon this distinction and tried to defend it there and in various letters, but am always looking for confirming views. A monograph on this has still to be written. - J.Z., 7.1.86. (*) E.g. in their stand towards the rights of children, sometimes even of women. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
321.) The underlying basis of a free political system and a free economy is moral. Unless man is inwardly free - able to distinguish between good and evil, right and wrong, capable of making intelligent and prudent decisions in his own interest on his own account - the whole fabric of free institutions rests on a foundation of sand. - William Henry Chamberlin: Man's Destiny, The Freeman, August 1963.

322.) Granting the political and other criminal/animals major rights and powers, while not granting the full range of individual rights to the rational people among their victims, is a recipe for disaster. - J. Z., 7.1.1986.

323.) It is my responsibility to respect your rights. It is your responsibility to respect my rights. Genuine rights and responsibilities are in a symbiotic relationship. It is absurd to consider them apart or even as opposites. - J.Z., 10.11.05.
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1.) To the extent that the responsibility for self is removed, whether voluntarily surrendered or coercively taken over by governmental action, to that extent is denied the very essence of one's being, and the individual perishes by unseen degrees. - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening? p. 48.

2.) ... the most important reason for living: the freedom to be responsible for self. - L. E. Read, Notes from FEE, 1/80.

3.) ... those who shun self-responsibility ... choose slavery over freedom. - L. E. Read, Talking to Myself, 140.

4.) Virtues - respect for life, honesty, integrity, charity, intelligence, justice, love, humility - tend to take the place of vices to the extent that men are responsible and, thus, free. - L. E. Read : Talking to Myself, 109.

5.) The party who is responsible is ready, willing, and able to cover all costs arising from his actions. - Robert LeFevre, Lift Her Up, Tenderly, 154.

6.) And while the individual who is forced to relinquish responsibility may take comfort in the fact that he did not divest himself voluntarily, the end result - coercively taken or willingly given - is no responsibility for self. Next to life itself, self-responsibility is the most precious possession one can lose, and it matters not how he loses it. - L. E. Read, The Coming Aristocracy, 17.

7.) Responsibility for self is an aspiration among enlightened men. They know that its removal, whether voluntarily or relinquished or coercively expropriated by others, is the loss of the very essence of being. To the extent that others are responsible for me, to that extent are my faculties not called upon, left idle and unused; and unused faculties cease to grow and develop - indeed, they atrophy. There I stand in human form but without substance - a non-man! Confidence in non-men? Regardless of rank and title or degree, I should say not. None, whatsoever! - L. E. Read: Talking to Myself, 110.

8.) Either you must treat men as self-responsible, as bearing their own burdens, and making their own lives, as free in thought, word, and action, or you must treat them as so much political matter, which any government that can get into power may protect, restrain and fashion as it likes. In this case it all becomes subject matter for experiment, and Tory or Communist are alike free to work out their theories upon it, if they can only once count hands enough to transfer the magic possession of power to themselves. It is easy to perceive how long the reign of force has lasted in the world, how withering to conscience and to intellect has been its influence, when we find the great mass of men practically supporting such a creed. Our belief in force, our readiness to use it, and our obedience yielded to it, are but forms of fetish worship still left among us. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 50. - See: Voting, Majority, Democracy, Politics.
9.) ... freedom is another concept which had to be redefined by Nietzsche, and the more he considered it, the more clearly he realized that freedom is not something which one has by natural endowment, or by social contract: it is something which one wins by conquest, by a discipline of the spirit, Freedom is the will to be responsible for one's self. - Herbert Read, Anarchy and Order, p. 172.

10.) Anarchism, to me, means not only the denial of authority, not only a new economy, but a revision of the principles of morality. It means self-responsibility and not leader worship. - Voltairine de Cleyre, quoted in Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 344.

11.) Either each of us takes personal responsibility for our own actions or we must surrender our rights to the state. - John Beverley Robinson, quoted in Reichert, ibid, 186.

12.) Think carefully, and you will feel that all these rash attempts of the handful of men, that we call a government, to nurse a nation, are a mere delusion. You can't throw the cares and the wants and the hopes of a whole people on some sixteen or eighteen overburdened workers. You might as well try to put the sea in a quart pot. A handful of men can't either think or act for you. Their task is impossible. If they try to do so, they can only be as blind guides who lead blind followers into the ditch. It all ends in scramble and confusion, in something being done in order to have something to show, in great expectations and woeful disappointments, in rash action and grievous mistakes, resulting from hurry and overpressure and insufficient knowledge, which lead the nation in wrong directions, and bring their long train of evil consequences. - Auberon Herbert, ibid, 338/9.
(J.Z.: It is absurd and quite wrong to put all responsibilities and decisions e.g. for all production and exchange, all research, all publicity, all international affairs, all rights and liberties into a few hands and then expect all rights and liberties to be realized and protected by these few. These few cannot eat, drink, breathe, feel, think, act, or live for all others, either. At most they can rightfully and rationally mind only that what is their own individual business. - J.Z., 24.11.05.) 

13.) That he who would be well taken care of must take care of himself. - W. G. Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, VI.
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14.) The knowledge by which we live and evolve as human beings - the enormous luminosity that does not remotely exist in any discrete individual - has its source in self-responsibility. Every flicker of light, each invention or discovery or insight - all creativities - are the flashes from self-responsibility in discharge. It is this quality that sparks our human progress. - L. E. Read, Talking to Myself, 112.

15.) Without equal responsibilities we become bludgers, who demand that the community ( = someone else ) should work to satisfy our needs. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 8.

16.) ... everyone … possesses all the privileges, as well as all the responsibilities, of his existence. No one would have any argument with government, provided that his person is respected, his labor is not controlled, and the fruits of his labor are protected against all unjust attacks. When successful, we would not have to thank the state for our success. And, conversely, when unsuccessful, we would no more think of blaming the state for our misfortune than would the farmers blame the state because of hail or frost. - Dean Russell: Bastiat, 3.

17.) Becoming is man's highest goal - achievement consonant with each individual's uniqueness, whatever it is - and it is an observed fact that the art of becoming is composed of acts of overcoming. Obstacles, problems of varying sorts, are stepping stones to achievement. When I turn the responsibility for me over to you and others, or let government take it away from me, the essence of my being is removed; I have nothing remaining against which to brace myself for any forward thrust - no footing from which to step or jump or climb; I am a nonhuman in a vacuum. - L. E. Read, The Truth Will Out, 94/95.

18.) There appears to be no end to life's obstacles and contests and the nagging desire to be free from them. If any one of them tops the list, it probably is the itch to be free from the responsibility for self. Obviously, there's no right to free myself from me, that is, for me to foist myself and my problems upon you. Merely reflect on the sad state of affairs were everyone to do this.

Responsibility for self is a privilege to be embraced, not a terror to be shunned or a burden from which to be freed. - L. E. Read, Then Truth Will Out, 94.

19.) Even more serious, are we postulating what human beings can accomplish, when self-responsible and free, on the observed actions of men neither responsible nor free? - L. E. Read, ibid, 18.

20.) ... the freedom to accept full responsibility for our own lives. - Robert G. Beane, The Freeman, 1/76, p. 32. summing up insights of Alexis de Tocqueville.

21.) The only 'constructive' idea that I can in all conscience advance, then, is that the individual put his trust in himself, not in power, that he seek to better his understanding and lift his values to a higher and still higher level, that he assume responsibility for his behavior and not shift his responsibility to committees, organizations and, above all, a super-personal State. Such reforms as are necessary will come of themselves when, or if, men act as intelligent and responsible human beings. There cannot be a 'good' society until there are 'good' men. - Frank Chodorov, The Freeman, 1/76, p.36.

22.) A man makes better choices if he bears the ultimate responsibility for his actions. He will tend to think through the problem, apply his best judgmental, experiential and analytical tools, and reach the most reasoned result in harmony with his personal dynamic scale of preferences. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., The Freeman, 1/76, p. 47.

23.) 1.) All dictocratic control of creative action must, of necessity, be erroneous, for it destroys the innovative talent with which each of us is endowed by God. (*) 2.) Such dictocratic control is, by its nature, irresponsible. The dictocrats do not suffer the immediate penalty for their errors; we do!
3.) We become irresponsible when we surrender self-responsibility or have it coercively taken from us. It is impossible to be responsible for anything that falls beyond one's own freedom of choice - and control!
4.) Being one's own man is better than existing as a mere fraction of a collective. Self-responsibility is the joyous key to being human. - L. E. Read: Having My Way, 74/75.

(*)(J.Z.: By our own nature! - The result of millions of years of natural development. - J.Z., 24. 11. 05.)

24.) … if you choose to recognize your own sovereignty, you'll probably think it ridiculous to grant others the responsibility for your success or failure. - H. Brown: How I Found Freedom. 166.

25.) So long as I live, I am self-controlling and responsible for what I do ... - Rose Wilder Lane, The Discovery of Freedom, 150.
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26.) Enough about the one face of freedom - the benefits. But what about the other face - the burden of self-responsibility that 'scares people to death'?


Our forefathers escaped from dictocratic arrangements and set up house in a truly underdeveloped country. They were at once free and self-responsible, neither condition being possible without the other; these qualities are two sides of the same coin. With them it was 'root, hog or die', and they rooted. Also, it was trade or perish, and they traded. Trade is possible only among those who are honest - who fulfill their promises - which means that they are self-responsible and free. - L. E. Read: Having My Way.

27.) ... left the colonist stranded between an empty sea and an unknown wilderness, both of them totally indifferent to his fate.

He could not help knowing that nothing whatever but human energy, attacking this earth, can keep any man alive. He could not afford the illusion that anyone or anything outside himself controlled him. He had to know that he was responsible for his own life; if he did not save it, nothing would. - R. W. Lane , The Discovery of Freedom, 160. (Root, hog or die!. Man cannot afford the illusion that anyone ... )

28.) Living men and women create the human world. Everyone is responsible for the stupidity, the cruelty, the injustice, the wrongs of which he complains. Let him take the beam from his own eye. Have I never been stupid, have I never committed a cruelty, an injustice, a wrong against another person? I am a creator of this world as it is; I am responsible for what it is. - Lane, ibid, 158/9.

29.) Freedom to order our own conduct in the sphere where material circumstances force a choice upon us, and responsibility for the arrangement of our own life according to our own conscience, is the air in which alone moral sense grows and in which moral values are daily re-created in the free decision of the individual. Responsibility, not to a superior, but to one's conscience, the awareness of a duty not exacted by compulsion, the necessity to decide which of the things one values are to be sacrificed to others, and to bear the consequences of one's own decision, are the very essence of any morals which deserve the name. - F.A. Hayek, quoted in L. E. Read's Free Man's Almanach, May 21.

30.) I cannot see, that any person can expect to have the right to act freely, unless he accepts the responsibility for his actions. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 50.


31.) According to Bartholini, " ... the test of a free society is its tolerance of what is despised by a majority of its members ... " Why does this present us with a serious dilemma? A majority of our citizens deplore - even despise - the freedom way of life. These are people who haven't the slightest idea of the miracles that flow from the self-responsibility that limited government assures. Indeed, they are quite content to live off others and barely tolerate the idea that each should attend to his own life and livelihood. - Notes from FEE, 12/78.

32.) Allow everyone maximum opportunity to become self-responsible. It is as unjust for the police to forcibly take from some and give to others as it would be for me to rob you to aid a person who is the object of my pity. - L. E. Read, The Freeman, 2/75.

33.) Ask yourself what you would do if all the world were looking at you - and then act accordingly. - Thomas Jefferson, as quoted on 2GB radio, NSW, 7/75.

34.) Men have sought for ages to discover the science of government; and lo! here it is, that men cease totally to attempt to govern each other at all! that they learn to know the consequences of their own acts, and that they  arrange their relations with each other upon such a basis of science that the disagreeable consequences shall be assumed by the agent himself. - Stephen Pearl Andrews. - See: Government, Rulers, Laws, Constitutions, Politics.
35.) By now we are told that the community, 'someone else', ought to accept responsibility for the consequences of personal acts.

This is why some people think, that 'drop-outs' are entitled to be kept by society, that large families must be subsidized and that spendthrifts have priority rights to community help over responsible people who have saved for their old age. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 13.

36.) Increasing community responsibilities lead to individual irresponsibility. - George Hardy, ibid, 29. - (J.Z.: Communities with compulsory membership do not deserve the term "community". People would become more responsible in their public choices if membership in communities were as voluntary as their shopping, insurance and club membership contracts. Under compulsory membership they are kept at the kindergarten level. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
37.) Freedom and self-responsibility are interchangeable terms. Self-responsibility is impossible unless one be free and one cannot be free if not self-responsible. - L. E. Read, Meditations on Freedom, 12. - Compare 43.
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38.) The more that people can be made responsible for their own actions, the more prosperous and peaceful the society. The weakness of socialism is that only that shapeless body, the state, is ultimately responsible; and the state will generally defend its servants. - Henry Meulen, The Individualist, 4/75.

39.) Men have never fully used the powers they possess to advance the good in life, because they have waited upon some power external to themselves and to nature to do the work they are responsible for doing. - John Dewey. - (J.Z.: They let God be a good man and Big Brother be a good brother. That saves them a lot of thinking but not a lot of trouble. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
40.) The only way to avoid responsibility for another's mistakes is to allow him the full glory and reward of being right, as well as the full dishonor and penalty of being wrong. - The Free Man's Almanac.

41.) We may dodge responsibility, but we cannot dodge the consequences. - Mildren N. Hayer, Alert, Nov. - Dec. 1974. (Mildred?)
42.) Give each individual the right and the responsibility for making his own free choices and decisions. - W. Allen Wallis, The Freeman, Aug. 74.

43.) ... no one can be self-responsible unless free and ... no one can be free unless self-responsible. - L. E. Read: Notes from FEE, Sept. 74. - Compare 37.
44.) We are constantly preached at by our public teachers, as if respectable people were to blame because some people are not respectable - as if the man who has done his duty in his own sphere was responsible in some way for another man who has not done his duty in his sphere ... The exhortations ought to be expended on the negligent - that they take care of themselves. - W.G. Sumner: What Social Classes Owe To Each Other, 118/119.

45.) The behavior of government is determined by the rest of us through our ignorance, our greed, our envy, our jealousy, and our childish belief that someone else can run our lives better than we and thereby relieve us of the responsibility for our actions. - Dick Sabroff, The Freeman, May 74.

46.) ... every man deserves the precious opportunity to assume responsibility for his own course, whether he is swimming courageously upstream or paddling lazily, with plenty of company, in the other direction. - W. A. Paton.

47.) Individuals not only have the faculty to think and act for themselves, they have the responsibility to do so. When they abandon that responsibility or when they are deprived of it by paternalism, they eventually learn that 'the good of society' is personal enslavement. - Robert G. Bierce, The Freeman, Nov. 73.

48.) Wenn die Menschen die Unrechtmässigkeit des Geldmonopols nur instinktiv fühlen, sich dessen eigentliche Natur aber nicht klar machen und daher z.B. das Emissionsrecht nicht fordern, so kommen sie unvermeidlich auf das spartanisch-platonische Wirtschaftssystem. - Ulrich von Beckerath, 28.X.1954. - ( If people only come to feel instinctively the wrongfulness of the money monopoly but do not come to see its very nature clearly and thus do not demand the right to issue notes, then and inevitably they will arrive at the spartan-platonic economic system.)

49.) Absolve men from the penalty of their errors, or remove the reward for their excellence, and the world will be peopled with fools. - L. E. Read, Outlook for Freedom, 28. - Compare the similar remark by Herbert Spencer.
50.) Each person is the custodian of his own energy and talents, charged with the lifetime task of bringing himself to completion. - Edmund A. Opitz, The Freeman, 11/72.

51.) How could men dream of blaming themselves for their woes when they have been persuaded that by nature they are inert, that the source of all action, and consequently of all responsibility, lies outside themselves, in the will of the sovereign and of the lawgiver? - Bastiat, quoted by Roche III, Bastiat, 237.

52.) Every man must be responsible for himself. - Charles Brooks, 10/72.

53.) Every attempt to divert responsibility from its natural course is an attack upon justice, freedom, order, civilization, or progress. - Bastiat ( in Roche III, Bastiat, 249.)

54.) Make people responsible for their own actions and all the consequences thereof, and public enlightenment will soon be achieved. - Bastiat, ibid, 193.
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55.) I should like each man to have, on his own responsibility, the free disposition, administration, and control of his own person, his acts, his family, his transactions, his associations, his intelligence, his faculties, his labor, his capital, and his property. - Bastiat, in Roche III, Bastiat, 243.

56.) It is indeed a singular thing that people wish to pass laws to nullify the disagreeable consequences that the law of responsibility entails. Will they never realize that they do not eliminate these consequences, but merely pass them along to other people? The result is one injustice the more and one moral lesson the less ... - Bastiat, ibid, 241.

57.) We see, then, that in almost all of the important actions of life we must respect men's free will, defer to their own good judgment, to that inner light, ... and beyond this to let the law of responsibility take its course. - Bastiat, ibid, 216.

58.) You can do a lot for people - up to and including helping them change their underpants. But at one stage or the other they have to show some initiative themselves. - John Pearce, 31.7.72.

59.) Can human dignity, individual freedom and personal integrity survive an indefinite extension of the area of our lives for which Big Brother assumes responsibility? - Milton Friedman in Newsweek, Sept. 4th., 1972, quoted in Good Government, Oct. 1972.

60.) The wearer knows best where the shoe pinches. - Old Proverb.

61.) Only your own fingers can find your own itch. - Arab proverb.

62.) Man needs freedom in order to be self-responsible. No one can be self-reliant when the government coercively assumes responsibility for his welfare, security, prosperity. It is only when the individual responsibly chooses between alternatives - becomes a decision-maker - that there can be growth of the faculties essential for self-realization. It is only in the absence of coercive restraints - freedom - that man becomes his own man. - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, 118,119. (For a further explanation of this idea, see the chapter, "Expanding Selfhood" in his The Coming Aristocracy, op. cit., pp. 5-22.)
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(This compilation was not contained in the original microfiche edition of PEACE PLANS 650. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)

So-called social justice is man's greatest injustice to man, antisocial in every respect; not the cement of society, but the lust for power and privilege and the seed of man's corruption and downfall.

Finally, social justice in no way fits the claim of its advocates: an expression of mercy and pity. These virtues are strictly personal attributes and are expressed only in the voluntary giving of one's own, never in the seizure and redistribution of someone else's possessions.

Morally and ethically motivated citizens can condone a philosophy of so-called social justice only if they fail to see its terrible injustice. - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening? p. 97.

As for social justice, that has become a code word for taking money from workers and giving it to the parasites on the government payroll. ( And I am not referring to all government workers as parasites here; just to the ones who plunder in the name of the poor.) - Paul Kurtz or Dr. Peter Breggin in SLM, Jan. 80.

" ... Now if that is fair, why weren't they fairer still? They could have taken all the money from the rich. ( Ah, but that wouldn't be fair, would it?)

These Tories worry me sometimes, you know. They discussed 'social justice' under a heading of its own in their February 1974 manifesto. But if ever there was an empty phrase, this is it. The word 'justice' on its own covers behaviour between people in a society - in other words it includes 'social' justice. So social justice must either conflict with justice or be meaningless. Take your pick. Yet the phrase is on nearly every politician's lips as the big issue of the moment!" - Terry Arthur: "95% Is Crap", p. 8.

Indeed, in a market economy in which no single person or group determines who gets what, and the shares of individuals always depend on many circumstances which nobody could have foreseen, the whole conception of social or distributive justice is empty and meaningless; and there will therefore never exist agreement on what is just in this sense. I am not sure that the concept has a definite meaning even in a centrally-directed economy, or that in such a system people would ever agree on what distribution is just. I am certain, however, that nothing has done so much to destroy the juridical safeguards of individual freedom as the striving after this mirage of social justice. An adequate treatment of the topic of this lecture would indeed presuppose a careful dissection of this ideal which almost everybody seems to believe to have a definite meaning but which proves more completely devoid of such meaning the more one thinks about it. ... " - F. A. Hayek: Economic Freedom and Representative Government, page 13.

"There isn't a government of any importance on Earth these days that isn't based on some version of "social justice." So of course independent thinking, conscientiousness, ordinary competence have gone by the board." - Poul Anderson: Tales of the Flying Mountains, 191.

"We now come to what is euphemistically referred to a social justice, though it is in theory and practice the very opposite of justice. Social justice reflects the mood of our times. It is of ancient origin, to be sure, though still in use as a device that politicians and social planners find convenient to gain votes and power. Social justice has no case except the lust for position; it has no rational content and simply manifests the little-god syndrome. 

IGNORING THE INDIVIDUAL

In the practice of so-called social justice, the individual is ignored, absolutely! Instead, the population and the economy are dealt with in enormous lumps: individuals are vaguely classified into the haves and the have-nots, oppressed minorities, disaster victims, slum dwellers, and countless other legions in 'the war on poverty'. Social justice is the game of 'robbing selected Peter to pay for collective Paul' ... " - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening?

Criminals expropriate others on their own, "private enterprise" ( not free enterprise) interpretation of "social justice". - J. Z., 10.11.83.

You can either have majority despotism or bureaucracy pretending to act socially or you can have justice in society. But "social justice" is neither social nor justice. It is a pretentious and misleading attack on the basic rights of individuals and is on the lips of all those who would like to lead the attack and be paid for it. - J. Z., 10.11.83.

While we ought to have justice in all social relationships, one can no more have "social" justice than one can have "green" or "wet" or "electric" justice. As long as we keep talking & "thinking" about "social justice", genuine justice remains ignored or is even thrown overboard. - J. Z., 10.11.83.
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