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"Social Justice"

(This compilation was not contained in the original microfiche edition of PEACE PLANS 650. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)

So-called social justice is man's greatest injustice to man, antisocial in every respect; not the cement of society, but the lust for power and privilege and the seed of man's corruption and downfall.

Finally, social justice in no way fits the claim of its advocates: an expression of mercy and pity. These virtues are strictly personal attributes and are expressed only in the voluntary giving of one's own, never in the seizure and redistribution of someone else's possessions.

Morally and ethically motivated citizens can condone a philosophy of so-called social justice only if they fail to see its terrible injustice. - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening? p. 97.

As for social justice, that has become a code word for taking money from workers and giving it to the parasites on the government payroll. ( And I am not referring to all government workers as parasites here; just to the ones who plunder in the name of the poor.) - Paul Kurtz or Dr. Peter Breggin in SLM, Jan. 80.

" ... Now if that is fair, why weren't they fairer still? They could have taken all the money from the rich. ( Ah, but that wouldn't be fair, would it?)

These Tories worry me sometimes, you know. They discussed 'social justice' under a heading of its own in their February 1974 manifesto. But if ever there was an empty phrase, this is it. The word 'justice' on its own covers behaviour between people in a society - in other words it includes 'social' justice. So social justice must either conflict with justice or be meaningless. Take your pick. Yet the phrase is on nearly every politician's lips as the big issue of the moment!" - Terry Arthur: "95% Is Crap", p. 8.

Indeed, in a market economy in which no single person or group determines who gets what, and the shares of individuals always depend on many circumstances which nobody could have foreseen, the whole conception of social or distributive justice is empty and meaningless; and there will therefore never exist agreement on what is just in this sense. I am not sure that the concept has a definite meaning even in a centrally-directed economy, or that in such a system people would ever agree on what distribution is just. I am certain, however, that nothing has done so much to destroy the juridical safeguards of individual freedom as the striving after this mirage of social justice. An adequate treatment of the topic of this lecture would indeed presuppose a careful dissection of this ideal which almost everybody seems to believe to have a definite meaning but which proves more completely devoid of such meaning the more one thinks about it. ... " - F. A. Hayek: Economic Freedom and Representative Government, page 13.

"There isn't a government of any importance on Earth these days that isn't based on some version of "social justice." So of course independent thinking, conscientiousness, ordinary competence have gone by the board." - Poul Anderson: Tales of the Flying Mountains, 191.

"We now come to what is euphemistically referred to a social justice, though it is in theory and practice the very opposite of justice. Social justice reflects the mood of our times. It is of ancient origin, to be sure, though still in use as a device that politicians and social planners find convenient to gain votes and power. Social justice has no case except the lust for position; it has no rational content and simply manifests the little-god syndrome. 

IGNORING THE INDIVIDUAL

In the practice of so-called social justice, the individual is ignored, absolutely! Instead, the population and the economy are dealt with in enormous lumps: individuals are vaguely classified into the haves and the have-nots, oppressed minorities, disaster victims, slum dwellers, and countless other legions in 'the war on poverty'. Social justice is the game of 'robbing selected Peter to pay for collective Paul' ... " - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening?

Criminals expropriate others on their own, "private enterprise" ( not free enterprise) interpretation of "social justice". - J. Z., 10.11.83.

You can either have majority despotism or bureaucracy pretending to act socially or you can have justice in society. But "social justice" is neither social nor justice. It is a pretentious and misleading attack on the basic rights of individuals and is on the lips of all those who would like to lead the attack and be paid for it. - J. Z., 10.11.83.

While we ought to have justice in all social relationships, one can no more have "social" justice than one can have "green" or "wet" or "electric" justice. As long as we keep talking & "thinking" about "social justice", genuine justice remains ignored or is even thrown overboard. - J. Z., 10.11.83.
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