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Natural Law

1.) There is plenty, and for all, he maintains, if production and trade were freed from the shackles of institutions founded on ignorance of the natural laws of economics. In this respect - his insistence that natural laws obtain in the realm of economics even as they do in the physical sciences - he traces his intellectual lineage back to the classicists, or old-fashioned liberals. - Frank Chodorov: Out Of Step, on Henry George, 62.

2.) The law of nature, being co-eval with mankind, and dictated by God himself, is superior in obligation to every other. It is binding all over the glove, in all countries, and at all times; no human laws are of any validity if contrary to this, and such of them as are valid derive their force and all their authority, mediately or immediately, from the original. - Blackstone.

3.) Statute law is not based on natural law; they are the antithesis of each other. - Sprading: Liberty and the Great Libertarians, 20.

4.) Bastiat spelled out his concept of moral law ( frequently referred to as natural law) as the source of all life and progress - and thus the proper basis for all relationships among men. - Dean Russell: Bastiat, 3.

5.) ... the principal lasting modernizing effect of the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century natural-law theorists was their limitation of the social impact of religious belief. By arguing that all men are equal before the natural law, and that all institutions are to be submitted equally to the same criteria concerning their conformity to this law, they postulated equally applicable sets of measures to man and his social doings. To hold that natural law is the same for all is not to argue that all men are empirically equal before that natural law, but at least it opens the door for thinking that all men are touched with grace, and so takes a step toward removing religion as a measure of worth determining a man's secular position. In addition, these theorists established a basis for reconciling individual with social good by proposing identical criteria for the ethical judgment of each. - Silvert, Man's Power, 120.

6.) Laws- just laws, natural laws - are not made, they are discovered. - Albert Parsons, on being sentenced to hang, 1886.

7.) Natural law, in regard to all human rights, is capable of being ascertained with nearly absolute certainty. - Lysander Spooner, Poverty, p. 63.

8.) Edicts of kings, votes of legislatures, or even the vote of all the people in the world could not establish natural law. Justice could be reached only through reason. Most men erred in their reasoning because they were encumbered by selfish or limited interests. Being free of encumbrances, Spooner believed he had reached the truth. Having mastered the natural law, he vowed to advocate it whenever or wherever he could find an audience, because natural law should rule all men in or out of office. - Chively, comment to Spooner, works I, p.40, referring in the last part to Spooner to George Bradburn, 5.12.1847.

9.) The law of nature is perceptible to the eye of reason. - Maurice Cranston, Political Dialogues, p. 38, ascribing this view to Locke.

10.) Die Freiheit ebenso wie die Vernunft, die ihr im Menschen als Fackel dient, is um so groesser und vollkommener, als sie mehr mit der Ordnung der Natur, d.h. mit der Notwendigkeit, uebereinstimmt. - Proudhon, 1846. ( Freedom, as well as reason, which serves it as a torch, is all the wider and more perfect, the more it agrees with the order of nature, i.e. with necessity. )

11.) By reason ... I do not think is meant here that faculty of the understanding which forms trains of thought and deduces proofs, but certain definite principles of action from which spring all virtues and whatever is necessary for the proper moulding of morals ... reason does not so much establish and pronounce this law of nature as search for it and discover it ... Neither is reason so much the maker of that law as its interpreter. - John Locke, Essays on the Law of Nature, 1676, ed. W. von Leyden, Oxford, 1954, p. 111, quoted in F. A. Hayek: The Confusion of Language in Political Thought, 23.

12.) If every citizen could be brought up to appreciate the beauty and harmony of the laws inherent in nature, he would bees incapable of establishing a tyranny as of enduring one. The society in which he lived would automatically be a natural society, a society of free consent, in which law and liberty are but two aspects of the same reality. - From :"Social Relation and Freedom, Modern Publishers Indore, p.45.

13.) Clearly, not just any rules will do; for no authority could be long sustained which clearly affronted its subjects' conception of natural right. - William D. Burt, The Freeman, April 75.
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14.) All men's natural rights are co-extensive with natural law, the law of justice; or justice as a science. This law is the exact measure, and the only measure, of any and every man's natural rights. No one of these natural rights can be taken from any man, without doing him an injustice; and no more than these rights can be given to any one, unless by taking from the natural rights of one or more others. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Grover Cleveland, Works I, p. 97.

15.) His system admittedly depended on the existence of a natural law. Today we are rather skeptical of such law; our behaviorists and psychoanalysts have shown how seldom men follow principles of reason. Before rejecting Spooner's ideas of natural law, we might ponder carefully his alternatives : either there are normative standards making justice possible, or there are no standards but force and violence. He laid it out clearly:

"If there be, in nature, no such principle as justice, there is no moral standard, and never can-be any moral standard, by which any controversy whatever, between two or more human beings, can be settled in a manner to be obligatory upon either; and the inevitable doom of the human race must consequently be to be forever at war; forever striving to plunder, enslave, and murder each other; with no instrumentalities but fraud and force to end the conflict." (Natural Law, p.15) - Chiveley's Introduction to Spooner, works, I, p. 55.

16.) His hope rested not in lawyers themselves but in natural law - a subject available and self-evident to all people* Once the people awoke to their rights, they would kill their rulers. If natural law was fully understood, revolutionaries when brought to trial could appeal beyond the government officials, beyond the legislatures, and beyond the judges, to the people sitting in the jury boxes. - Charles Chiveley, introduction to Spooner, Collected Works, I, p. 56.  (*) Micrographics could help to make it so. - J. Z.)

17.) The sacred rights of mankind are not to be rummaged for among old parchments or musty records. They are written as with a sunbeam, in the whole volume of human nature, by the hand of Divinity itself, and can never be erased or obscured by human power. This is what is called the law of nature, which being coeval with mankind and dictated by God himself, is, of course, superior in obligation to any other. No human laws are of any validity if contrary to this. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times. - Alexander Hamilton.

18.) For the reasons now given, the simple maintenance of justice, or natural law, is plainly the one only purpose for which any coercive power - or anything bearing the name of government - has a right to exist. Spooner to Cleveland, 4.

19.) Lawmakers, as they call themselves, might just as well claim the right to abolish, by statute, the natural law of gravitation, the natural laws of light, heat, and electricity, and all the other natural laws of matter and mind, and institute laws of their own in the place of them and compel conformity to them, as to claim the right to set aside the natural law of justice, and compel obedience to such other laws as they may see fit to manufacture, and set up in its stead. - Spooner, ibd, 4.

20.) If, finally, you shall find no such law, anywhere, nor be able to conceive of any such law yourself, I take the liberty to suggest that it is your imperative duty to submit the question to your associate legislators; and, if they can give no light on the subject, that you call upon them to burn all the existing stature books of the United States, and then to go home and content themselves with the exercise of only such rights and powers as nature has given to them in common with the rest of mankind. - Spooner, conclusion of Letter to Bayard, II, Boston, May 27th., 1882, Works I.

21.) "Honesty, justice, natural law," he writes, "is usually a very plain and simple matter, easily understood by common minds." Justice becomes perverted only when "laws" are "passed". - Charles Chiveley's introduction to Spooner's Works I, p. 4.

22.) ... This impossibility of any man's delegating any legislative power whatever necessarily results from the fact that the law of nature has drawn the line, and the only line - and that, too, a line that can never be effaced nor removed - between each man's own inherent and inalienable rights of person and property, and each and every other man's inherent and inalienable rights of person and property. It, therefore, necessarily fixes the unalterable limits, within which every man may rightfully seek his own happiness, in his own way, free from all responsibility, to, or interference by, his fellow men, or any of them. Spooner, Letter to Thomas Francis Bayard, 1882, Works I, p. 5.

23.) ... the language of statutes and constitutions shall be construed, as nearly as possible, consistently with natural law. - Spooner, Trial by Jury, Works II, 135.

24.) But we can conquer Nature only by obeying her laws, and in order to obey those lows we must first learn what they are. - Winwood Reade, The Martyrdom of Man, 78
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25.) Man can work with natural laws, but he cannot possibly direct, change or inflict his will against nature without disastrous results. - Dr. J. A. S. Sage: Live to Be 100, p. 109.

26.) There are some writers ... contending that the code of Nature exists in the future and is the goal to which all civil laws are moving, but ... H. J. S. Maine: Ancient Law, 43.
27.) As to the nature of law, (Jo ) Labadie held that "The best laws, the safest laws, and ... the only laws necessary for the guidance of human action are natural laws." Natural laws, according to him, are self-enforcing and require no political machinery to give them effect ... - Reichert: Partisans of Freedom, 324

28.) How could a physician hope to deal successfully with a case if he was told first, to lay aside all the general principles of health and disease; the laws affecting the temperature and the nutrition of the body; the circulation; the general course of the disease, its accompanying and its resulting dangers? Both astronomer and physician possess their power, such as it is, simply in virtue of the laws which, as they have discovered, are invariably behind the facts. Facts not reduced to law can be of no practical service either to astronomer or physician. How can a politician dream that he exists in a different world from the physician and astronomer, and that it is given to him to use the facts which concern his trade, without understanding or caring to understand the laws of which they are but the expression? - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 134.

29.) A law against Natural Law is void. - James Otis. (Quoted in Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 90.)

30.) The liberty of man consists solely in this, that he obeys the laws of nature, because he has himself recognized them as such, and not because they have been imposed upon him externally by any foreign will whatsoever, human or divine, collective or individual. - Bakunin, God and State. (Seldes, 562)

31.) Natural Law is the science of men's rights. .. It is impossible that men can have any right ( either in person or in property), in violation of Natural Law. - For natural law is justice itself ... the nature of justice can no more be altered by legislation than the nature of numbers can be altered by the same means. - Spooner.

32.) Natural laws have no pity. - Robert Heinlein, Notebooks of Lazarus Long. - (J.Z.: Those applying between rational human beings have something much better, namely the justice resulting from the realization of human rights, those fitting the nature of human beings and their relations with each other. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
33.) ... Oh, these grand, immutable, all-wise laws of natural forces, how perfectly they would work if human legislators would only let them alone! But no, they must be tinkering. - Andrew Carnegie, quoted in Sat. Review, 10.7.76.

34.) It is the science which alone can tell a man what he can, and cannot, do; what he can, and cannot have; what he can, and cannot, say, without infringing the rights of any other person. - Spooner: Natural Law.

35.) What David Hume called the "three fundamental laws of nature, that of the stability of possession, of transference by consent, and of the performance of promises."

36.) Even a minority of one, if grounded upon a sound recognition of nature's laws, will prevail against an overwhelming majority. - Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, The New Belief in the Common Man, 126.

37.) Nature's laws are always enforced. - Friedrich, ibid, 126. - (J.Z.: The natural laws between human beings are only indirectly enforced, namely through the disastrous consequences of them being ignored or suppressed. All of recorded history is a lesson for this. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
38.) ... leaving out of account the law of family, Duguit finds only three fundamental rules and no more - freedom of contract, the inviolability of property, and the duty to compensate another for damage due to one s fault. - Hayek, The Constitution of Liberty, p. 454.

39.) "… one unalterable law indicated by nature herself". - (by ?)

40.) Only natural law is stable. - J.G. Seume, Autobiography, 96. - (The laws of legislators are forever changing and mostly unjust, i.e., contrary to natural law and human rights. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
41.) The rules of justice discernable by right reason. - Source unknown to me. - J.Z.

42.) Don't try to improve on the natural order of things. It always backfires. - Bob Howard, "free enterprise:, 2/76.
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43.) In the following passage, legal scholar George Padoux (preface to LEANG KI-TCHAO, 1926) summarizes the general philosophy of life that underlay the Chinese system of law and-justice. 'Since the dawn of its history, China has believed in the. existence of a natural order of things, or law of Nature, including all parts of the universe and adjusting them harmoniously with one another. This order of Nature was not made, it exists and is its own reason for existence. Humanity is a part of it, and must conform to it ... This natural law does not yield precedence to positive law, i.e., laws representing human experience and wisdom. ... ' - A Chinese will regard as binding a rule promulgated even by doubtful constitutional authority if he deems it conformable to 'the edicts from on high'; and he will deem himself free to disregard it if he finds it in disaccord with the natural law ... - Le-Fevre's Journal, Winter 1975.

44.) ... those unalterable relations which Providence has ordained that every thing should bear to every other. These relations, which are truth itself, the foundation of virtue, and, consequently, the only measures of happiness, should be likewise the only measures by which we should direct our reasoning. To these we should conform in good earnest; and not to think to force nature, and the whole order of her system by a compliance with our pride and folly, to conform to our artificial regulations. It is by a conformity to this method we owe the discovery of the few truths we know, and the little liberty and rational happiness we enjoy. We have somewhat fairer play than a reasoner could have expected formerly; and we derive advantages from it which are very visible. - Sprading, on Edmund Burke, 61.

45.) The distinguishing doctrines of the Physiocrats were that a so-called natural condition or order exists in society, the violation of which causes all the evils suffered by man; that in this natural order man has a fundamental and inalienable right to freedom of person, opinion, property, contract, or exchange. - Bliss, Enc. of Social Reform, Physiocrats.

46.) Libertarianism, then, is based squarely on what used to be called the tradition of natural rights, holding that every human being has the right to life, liberty and justly acquired property - property acquired by transforming un-owned natural resources by their own effort or by engaging in peaceful exchange of their own thought and labor for that of others ... -Roy Childs, Liberty Against Power, 7.

47.) ... the right which a man has to do the things which are fit for his enjoyment. - Quesnay, Le Droit Naturel.

48.) Natural rights are those which grow out of the nature of man. - Black's Law Dictionary.

49.) ... the right which a man has to do the things which are fit for his enjoyment. - Quesnay, Le Droit Naturel.
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