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Self-Responsibility

1.) To the extent that the responsibility for self is removed, whether voluntarily surrendered or coercively taken over by governmental action, to that extent is denied the very essence of one's being, and the individual perishes by unseen degrees. - Leonard E. Read: Who's Listening? p. 48.

2.) ... the most important reason for living: the freedom to be responsible for self. - L. E. Read, Notes from FEE, 1/80.

3.) ... those who shun self-responsibility ... choose slavery over freedom. - L. E. Read, Talking to Myself, 140.

4.) Virtues - respect for life, honesty, integrity, charity, intelligence, justice, love, humility - tend to take the place of vices to the extent that men are responsible and, thus, free. - L. E. Read : Talking to Myself, 109.

5.) The party who is responsible is ready, willing, and able to cover all costs arising from his actions. - Robert LeFevre, Lift Her Up, Tenderly, 154.

6.) And while the individual who is forced to relinquish responsibility may take comfort in the fact that he did not divest himself voluntarily, the end result - coercively taken or willingly given - is no responsibility for self. Next to life itself, self-responsibility is the most precious possession one can lose, and it matters not how he loses it. - L. E. Read, The Coming Aristocracy, 17.

7.) Responsibility for self is an aspiration among enlightened men. They know that its removal, whether voluntarily or relinquished or coercively expropriated by others, is the loss of the very essence of being. To the extent that others are responsible for me, to that extent are my faculties not called upon, left idle and unused; and unused faculties cease to grow and develop - indeed, they atrophy. There I stand in human form but without substance - a non-man! Confidence in non-men? Regardless of rank and title or degree, I should say not. None, whatsoever! - L. E. Read: Talking to Myself, 110.

8.) Either you must treat men as self-responsible, as bearing their own burdens, and making their own lives, as free in thought, word, and action, or you must treat them as so much political matter, which any government that can get into power may protect, restrain and fashion as it likes. In this case it all becomes subject matter for experiment, and Tory or Communist are alike free to work out their theories upon it, if they can only once count hands enough to transfer the magic possession of power to themselves. It is easy to perceive how long the reign of force has lasted in the world, how withering to conscience and to intellect has been its influence, when we find the great mass of men practically supporting such a creed. Our belief in force, our readiness to use it, and our obedience yielded to it, are but forms of fetish worship still left among us. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 50. - See: Voting, Majority, Democracy, Politics.
9.) ... freedom is another concept which had to be redefined by Nietzsche, and the more he considered it, the more clearly he realized that freedom is not something which one has by natural endowment, or by social contract: it is something which one wins by conquest, by a discipline of the spirit, Freedom is the will to be responsible for one's self. - Herbert Read, Anarchy and Order, p. 172.

10.) Anarchism, to me, means not only the denial of authority, not only a new economy, but a revision of the principles of morality. It means self-responsibility and not leader worship. - Voltairine de Cleyre, quoted in Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 344.

11.) Either each of us takes personal responsibility for our own actions or we must surrender our rights to the state. - John Beverley Robinson, quoted in Reichert, ibid, 186.

12.) Think carefully, and you will feel that all these rash attempts of the handful of men, that we call a government, to nurse a nation, are a mere delusion. You can't throw the cares and the wants and the hopes of a whole people on some sixteen or eighteen overburdened workers. You might as well try to put the sea in a quart pot. A handful of men can't either think or act for you. Their task is impossible. If they try to do so, they can only be as blind guides who lead blind followers into the ditch. It all ends in scramble and confusion, in something being done in order to have something to show, in great expectations and woeful disappointments, in rash action and grievous mistakes, resulting from hurry and overpressure and insufficient knowledge, which lead the nation in wrong directions, and bring their long train of evil consequences. - Auberon Herbert, ibid, 338/9.
(J.Z.: It is absurd and quite wrong to put all responsibilities and decisions e.g. for all production and exchange, all research, all publicity, all international affairs, all rights and liberties into a few hands and then expect all rights and liberties to be realized and protected by these few. These few cannot eat, drink, breathe, feel, think, act, or live for all others, either. At most they can rightfully and rationally mind only that what is their own individual business. - J.Z., 24.11.05.) 

13.) That he who would be well taken care of must take care of himself. - W. G. Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, VI.
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14.) The knowledge by which we live and evolve as human beings - the enormous luminosity that does not remotely exist in any discrete individual - has its source in self-responsibility. Every flicker of light, each invention or discovery or insight - all creativities - are the flashes from self-responsibility in discharge. It is this quality that sparks our human progress. - L. E. Read, Talking to Myself, 112.

15.) Without equal responsibilities we become bludgers, who demand that the community ( = someone else ) should work to satisfy our needs. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 8.

16.) ... everyone … possesses all the privileges, as well as all the responsibilities, of his existence. No one would have any argument with government, provided that his person is respected, his labor is not controlled, and the fruits of his labor are protected against all unjust attacks. When successful, we would not have to thank the state for our success. And, conversely, when unsuccessful, we would no more think of blaming the state for our misfortune than would the farmers blame the state because of hail or frost. - Dean Russell: Bastiat, 3.

17.) Becoming is man's highest goal - achievement consonant with each individual's uniqueness, whatever it is - and it is an observed fact that the art of becoming is composed of acts of overcoming. Obstacles, problems of varying sorts, are stepping stones to achievement. When I turn the responsibility for me over to you and others, or let government take it away from me, the essence of my being is removed; I have nothing remaining against which to brace myself for any forward thrust - no footing from which to step or jump or climb; I am a nonhuman in a vacuum. - L. E. Read, The Truth Will Out, 94/95.

18.) There appears to be no end to life's obstacles and contests and the nagging desire to be free from them. If any one of them tops the list, it probably is the itch to be free from the responsibility for self. Obviously, there's no right to free myself from me, that is, for me to foist myself and my problems upon you. Merely reflect on the sad state of affairs were everyone to do this.

Responsibility for self is a privilege to be embraced, not a terror to be shunned or a burden from which to be freed. - L. E. Read, Then Truth Will Out, 94.

19.) Even more serious, are we postulating what human beings can accomplish, when self-responsible and free, on the observed actions of men neither responsible nor free? - L. E. Read, ibid, 18.

20.) ... the freedom to accept full responsibility for our own lives. - Robert G. Beane, The Freeman, 1/76, p. 32. summing up insights of Alexis de Tocqueville.

21.) The only 'constructive' idea that I can in all conscience advance, then, is that the individual put his trust in himself, not in power, that he seek to better his understanding and lift his values to a higher and still higher level, that he assume responsibility for his behavior and not shift his responsibility to committees, organizations and, above all, a super-personal State. Such reforms as are necessary will come of themselves when, or if, men act as intelligent and responsible human beings. There cannot be a 'good' society until there are 'good' men. - Frank Chodorov, The Freeman, 1/76, p.36.

22.) A man makes better choices if he bears the ultimate responsibility for his actions. He will tend to think through the problem, apply his best judgmental, experiential and analytical tools, and reach the most reasoned result in harmony with his personal dynamic scale of preferences. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., The Freeman, 1/76, p. 47.

23.) 1.) All dictocratic control of creative action must, of necessity, be erroneous, for it destroys the innovative talent with which each of us is endowed by God. (*) 2.) Such dictocratic control is, by its nature, irresponsible. The dictocrats do not suffer the immediate penalty for their errors; we do!
3.) We become irresponsible when we surrender self-responsibility or have it coercively taken from us. It is impossible to be responsible for anything that falls beyond one's own freedom of choice - and control!
4.) Being one's own man is better than existing as a mere fraction of a collective. Self-responsibility is the joyous key to being human. - L. E. Read: Having My Way, 74/75.

(*)(J.Z.: By our own nature! - The result of millions of years of natural development. - J.Z., 24. 11. 05.)

24.) … if you choose to recognize your own sovereignty, you'll probably think it ridiculous to grant others the responsibility for your success or failure. - H. Brown: How I Found Freedom. 166.

25.) So long as I live, I am self-controlling and responsible for what I do ... - Rose Wilder Lane, The Discovery of Freedom, 150.
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26.) Enough about the one face of freedom - the benefits. But what about the other face - the burden of self-responsibility that 'scares people to death'?


Our forefathers escaped from dictocratic arrangements and set up house in a truly underdeveloped country. They were at once free and self-responsible, neither condition being possible without the other; these qualities are two sides of the same coin. With them it was 'root, hog or die', and they rooted. Also, it was trade or perish, and they traded. Trade is possible only among those who are honest - who fulfill their promises - which means that they are self-responsible and free. - L. E. Read: Having My Way.

27.) ... left the colonist stranded between an empty sea and an unknown wilderness, both of them totally indifferent to his fate.

He could not help knowing that nothing whatever but human energy, attacking this earth, can keep any man alive. He could not afford the illusion that anyone or anything outside himself controlled him. He had to know that he was responsible for his own life; if he did not save it, nothing would. - R. W. Lane , The Discovery of Freedom, 160. (Root, hog or die!. Man cannot afford the illusion that anyone ... )

28.) Living men and women create the human world. Everyone is responsible for the stupidity, the cruelty, the injustice, the wrongs of which he complains. Let him take the beam from his own eye. Have I never been stupid, have I never committed a cruelty, an injustice, a wrong against another person? I am a creator of this world as it is; I am responsible for what it is. - Lane, ibid, 158/9.

29.) Freedom to order our own conduct in the sphere where material circumstances force a choice upon us, and responsibility for the arrangement of our own life according to our own conscience, is the air in which alone moral sense grows and in which moral values are daily re-created in the free decision of the individual. Responsibility, not to a superior, but to one's conscience, the awareness of a duty not exacted by compulsion, the necessity to decide which of the things one values are to be sacrificed to others, and to bear the consequences of one's own decision, are the very essence of any morals which deserve the name. - F.A. Hayek, quoted in L. E. Read's Free Man's Almanach, May 21.

30.) I cannot see, that any person can expect to have the right to act freely, unless he accepts the responsibility for his actions. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 50.


31.) According to Bartholini, " ... the test of a free society is its tolerance of what is despised by a majority of its members ... " Why does this present us with a serious dilemma? A majority of our citizens deplore - even despise - the freedom way of life. These are people who haven't the slightest idea of the miracles that flow from the self-responsibility that limited government assures. Indeed, they are quite content to live off others and barely tolerate the idea that each should attend to his own life and livelihood. - Notes from FEE, 12/78.

32.) Allow everyone maximum opportunity to become self-responsible. It is as unjust for the police to forcibly take from some and give to others as it would be for me to rob you to aid a person who is the object of my pity. - L. E. Read, The Freeman, 2/75.

33.) Ask yourself what you would do if all the world were looking at you - and then act accordingly. - Thomas Jefferson, as quoted on 2GB radio, NSW, 7/75.

34.) Men have sought for ages to discover the science of government; and lo! here it is, that men cease totally to attempt to govern each other at all! that they learn to know the consequences of their own acts, and that they  arrange their relations with each other upon such a basis of science that the disagreeable consequences shall be assumed by the agent himself. - Stephen Pearl Andrews. - See: Government, Rulers, Laws, Constitutions, Politics.
35.) By now we are told that the community, 'someone else', ought to accept responsibility for the consequences of personal acts.

This is why some people think, that 'drop-outs' are entitled to be kept by society, that large families must be subsidized and that spendthrifts have priority rights to community help over responsible people who have saved for their old age. - George Hardy, The Doom of the Welfare Society, 13.

36.) Increasing community responsibilities lead to individual irresponsibility. - George Hardy, ibid, 29. - (J.Z.: Communities with compulsory membership do not deserve the term "community". People would become more responsible in their public choices if membership in communities were as voluntary as their shopping, insurance and club membership contracts. Under compulsory membership they are kept at the kindergarten level. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
37.) Freedom and self-responsibility are interchangeable terms. Self-responsibility is impossible unless one be free and one cannot be free if not self-responsible. - L. E. Read, Meditations on Freedom, 12. - Compare 43.
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38.) The more that people can be made responsible for their own actions, the more prosperous and peaceful the society. The weakness of socialism is that only that shapeless body, the state, is ultimately responsible; and the state will generally defend its servants. - Henry Meulen, The Individualist, 4/75.

39.) Men have never fully used the powers they possess to advance the good in life, because they have waited upon some power external to themselves and to nature to do the work they are responsible for doing. - John Dewey. - (J.Z.: They let God be a good man and Big Brother be a good brother. That saves them a lot of thinking but not a lot of trouble. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
40.) The only way to avoid responsibility for another's mistakes is to allow him the full glory and reward of being right, as well as the full dishonor and penalty of being wrong. - The Free Man's Almanac.

41.) We may dodge responsibility, but we cannot dodge the consequences. - Mildren N. Hayer, Alert, Nov. - Dec. 1974. (Mildred?)
42.) Give each individual the right and the responsibility for making his own free choices and decisions. - W. Allen Wallis, The Freeman, Aug. 74.

43.) ... no one can be self-responsible unless free and ... no one can be free unless self-responsible. - L. E. Read: Notes from FEE, Sept. 74. - Compare 37.
44.) We are constantly preached at by our public teachers, as if respectable people were to blame because some people are not respectable - as if the man who has done his duty in his own sphere was responsible in some way for another man who has not done his duty in his sphere ... The exhortations ought to be expended on the negligent - that they take care of themselves. - W.G. Sumner: What Social Classes Owe To Each Other, 118/119.

45.) The behavior of government is determined by the rest of us through our ignorance, our greed, our envy, our jealousy, and our childish belief that someone else can run our lives better than we and thereby relieve us of the responsibility for our actions. - Dick Sabroff, The Freeman, May 74.

46.) ... every man deserves the precious opportunity to assume responsibility for his own course, whether he is swimming courageously upstream or paddling lazily, with plenty of company, in the other direction. - W. A. Paton.

47.) Individuals not only have the faculty to think and act for themselves, they have the responsibility to do so. When they abandon that responsibility or when they are deprived of it by paternalism, they eventually learn that 'the good of society' is personal enslavement. - Robert G. Bierce, The Freeman, Nov. 73.

48.) Wenn die Menschen die Unrechtmässigkeit des Geldmonopols nur instinktiv fühlen, sich dessen eigentliche Natur aber nicht klar machen und daher z.B. das Emissionsrecht nicht fordern, so kommen sie unvermeidlich auf das spartanisch-platonische Wirtschaftssystem. - Ulrich von Beckerath, 28.X.1954. - ( If people only come to feel instinctively the wrongfulness of the money monopoly but do not come to see its very nature clearly and thus do not demand the right to issue notes, then and inevitably they will arrive at the spartan-platonic economic system.)

49.) Absolve men from the penalty of their errors, or remove the reward for their excellence, and the world will be peopled with fools. - L. E. Read, Outlook for Freedom, 28. - Compare the similar remark by Herbert Spencer.
50.) Each person is the custodian of his own energy and talents, charged with the lifetime task of bringing himself to completion. - Edmund A. Opitz, The Freeman, 11/72.

51.) How could men dream of blaming themselves for their woes when they have been persuaded that by nature they are inert, that the source of all action, and consequently of all responsibility, lies outside themselves, in the will of the sovereign and of the lawgiver? - Bastiat, quoted by Roche III, Bastiat, 237.

52.) Every man must be responsible for himself. - Charles Brooks, 10/72.

53.) Every attempt to divert responsibility from its natural course is an attack upon justice, freedom, order, civilization, or progress. - Bastiat ( in Roche III, Bastiat, 249.)

54.) Make people responsible for their own actions and all the consequences thereof, and public enlightenment will soon be achieved. - Bastiat, ibid, 193.
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55.) I should like each man to have, on his own responsibility, the free disposition, administration, and control of his own person, his acts, his family, his transactions, his associations, his intelligence, his faculties, his labor, his capital, and his property. - Bastiat, in Roche III, Bastiat, 243.

56.) It is indeed a singular thing that people wish to pass laws to nullify the disagreeable consequences that the law of responsibility entails. Will they never realize that they do not eliminate these consequences, but merely pass them along to other people? The result is one injustice the more and one moral lesson the less ... - Bastiat, ibid, 241.

57.) We see, then, that in almost all of the important actions of life we must respect men's free will, defer to their own good judgment, to that inner light, ... and beyond this to let the law of responsibility take its course. - Bastiat, ibid, 216.

58.) You can do a lot for people - up to and including helping them change their underpants. But at one stage or the other they have to show some initiative themselves. - John Pearce, 31.7.72.

59.) Can human dignity, individual freedom and personal integrity survive an indefinite extension of the area of our lives for which Big Brother assumes responsibility? - Milton Friedman in Newsweek, Sept. 4th., 1972, quoted in Good Government, Oct. 1972.

60.) The wearer knows best where the shoe pinches. - Old Proverb.

61.) Only your own fingers can find your own itch. - Arab proverb.

62.) Man needs freedom in order to be self-responsible. No one can be self-reliant when the government coercively assumes responsibility for his welfare, security, prosperity. It is only when the individual responsibly chooses between alternatives - becomes a decision-maker - that there can be growth of the faculties essential for self-realization. It is only in the absence of coercive restraints - freedom - that man becomes his own man. - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, 118,119. (For a further explanation of this idea, see the chapter, "Expanding Selfhood" in his The Coming Aristocracy, op. cit., pp. 5-22.)
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