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     Rights
RIGHT AND MIGHT:

1.) It has been said of the world's history hitherto that might makes right. It is for us and for our time to reverse the maxim, and to say that right makes might. - Abraham Lincoln

2.) "Right is might" has rhyme but no reason. - J. Z., 9/5/82.

3.) How could might be right when right is the formula for equal liberty? - J .Z.. 9/2/82.

4.) Might isn't right - but it pretends to be - and it finds too many believers. - J.Z., 9.5.82

5.) Might does not make right; it only makes history. - Jim Fiebig, Reader's Digest, 10/81. - And catastrophic history at that. - J.Z., 24.11.05.

6.) Just as it could be said that water is endowed with the characteristic of being wet, or that wood is endowed with the characteristic of being flammable, so man is endowed with the characteristic of having rights. - Robert LeFevre, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

7.) But the concept of rights goes beyond the mere recognition of the individual's capacity to act - although that is included. It also entails the concept that any person has the capacity to act in such a way that he need not obtain permission from other persons. - Robert LeFevre, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

8.) Right takes sides. - Gordon R. Dickson, Soldier, Ask Not, p. 161. (Neutrality, Morality, Impartiality, Understanding)

9.) ... that they had certain absolute rights as individuals; that no once could any longer demand of them anything that was not wholly reasonable from the point of view of their own personal existence. - Jules Romains, "Verdun", p. 399.

10.) BE -ATTITUDES


He who is cowardly will do right because it is safer to do so …


He who is overly ambitious will do right if it is to his advantage to do so ...

He who is miserly will do right when he finds it cheaper to do so ...


He who is average will do right because it is expected of him ...


But blessed is he who does right because it is right. - Leonard E. Read, The Love of Liberty, 
134.

11.) If the people are willing to accept substitutes for freedom, that may be styled as their 'right'. There is no effective means for disputing man's right to self-deception, and certainly there is no questioning his capacity for it; ... Buckley in "Up from Liberalism".

12.) Knowing what is right and not doing it is as bad as knowing what is wrong and doing it. - W.G.P.

13.) Let right be done - or do it yourself! - J. Z. (Self-help)
14.) Not doing wrong is not doing right. - W.G.P. (Duty)

15.) PROMISSORY NOTE: In 1915 my father, an immigrant to Alaska from the Tyrol, was issued citizenship papers by a U.S. federal judge. So long as he was able, he never failed to vote in any election. I came across those papers recently. Attached to them I found a yellowed card bearing these words:


'Every right bestowed upon you by your free country begets a corresponding duty.


We are promised the pursuit of happiness. We are not promised happiness.


We are promised equality of opportunity. We are not promised riches.


We are promised freedom to speak and to write. We are not promised wisdom.


We are promised liberty. We are not promised peace.'



- Editor's Notebook, Star-Free Press, in The Reader's Digest, May 1967.

(J.Z.: Apparently his father was not aware that political voting offends against these principles, unaware, that rights are not bestowed by a country, that the pursuit of happiness should be more than a promise, that total equality of opportunity cannot be obtained, that freedom of expression is an avenue towards wisdom, that liberty is the only road to peace. - J. Z., 25.6.84.

16.) Man has a moral instinct ( sense ) like an urge regarding language, family, art, knowledge and religion. It expresses itself, since man rose from his animal beginnings, almost everywhere where human beings associate. But, like the other instincts, it is largely blind and unreasonable in many cases. It has to be purified and controlled by reasoning, based on sufficient information, to make for rightful behavior. - J.Z., 25.6.84, based on an old and undated note.

17.) Right is setting the limit between liberty and licence. (Freedom) - J.Z.
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18.) Objector: There are not rights! Answer: This is true for yourself. Since you neither know nor respect them, you cannot claim them. For you they do not exist. They are only meant for people possessing a minimum of morality and rationality. - J.Z., 25/6/84, based on old undated note.

19.) In building up the belief in the true rights, the rights of self-ownership and self-guidance, apart from which everything tends to the confusion and corruption of public life - it was only so that we could ward off coming danger and the inevitable strife - Auberon Herbert: Mr. Spencer and the Great Machine, 71. (Self-Ownership, Self-Guidance)

20.) No question is ever settled till it is settled right. - Ascribed to Abraham Lincoln. Previously: No question is ever settled until it is settled right. - Ella Wheeler Wilcox: Settle the Question right.
21.) Man mag andere Leute hassen oder lieben, nach Belieben - solange man ihren Rechten nicht Eintrag tut. - J.Z. 25.11.80 ( One may choose to hate or to love people - as long as one does not infringe their rights. )

22.) ... think of men as individuals, each with his little empire of rights. - Maurice Cranston: Political Dialogues, 137 ( A dialogue on Anarchism )

23.) ... the freedom which is worth having is the freedom to do what is right, not the freedom to follow one's own desires. - Maurice Cranston, ibid, 3.

24.) The Right above the Wrong, 1857 - heading of a poem by W. C. Bennett, subtitled: The Hope of the People.

25.) Individual rights can only be protected from associations with compulsory membership if the compulsory membership is abolished! - J. Z., 5/6/82. (Compulsory Membership, Protection )

26.) In his early years Tucker had written that "it is better to suffer great inconveniences than the evils engendered by the violation of individual rights." But he, eventually, came to disagree with this position, calling the person who would do justice through the heavens fall, a person with justice on the brain. Nevertheless, he maintained a life-long emphasis on individual sovereignty and non-invasion, even though tempered by what he understood to be the implications of Stirner's egoism. - Carl Watner, "reason", 4/79.

27.) After all, government simply has no business with rights, except to leave them inviolate. - Frank Chodorov, Fugitive Essays, 256.

28.) The spirit of liberty is not, as multitudes imagine, a jealousy of our own particular rights, but a respect for the rights of others, and an unwillingness that anyone, whether high or low, should be wronged or trampled under foot. - William E. Channing.

29.) Du sollst, weil ich will, ist Unsinn; fast ebensosehr Unsinn ist die Vollmacht von Gottes Gnaden. Aber du sollst, weil ich soll, ist ein richtiger Schluss und die Base des Rechtes. - Johann Gottlieb Seume. (Obligation, Categorical Imperative)

( Thou should because I wish it, is nonsense, almost as much nonsense as an authority by divine intervention. But you should, because I should, is a correct conclusion and the basis of rights. )

30.) Wer das Falsche verteidigen will, hat alle Ursache, leise aufzutreten und sich zu einer feinen Lebensart zu bekennnen.Wer das Recht auf seiner Seite fuehlt, muss derb auf-treten: ein höfliches Recht will gar nichts heissen. - Johnann Wolfgang Goethe. ( Whoever wants to defend something wrong has reason to step softly, to adhere to politeness and good manners. But whosoever feels that the right is on his side must come on strongly: a polite right amounts to nothing.) (J.Z.: A common experience of e.g. long-suffering non-smokers in the presence of smokers. - J.Z., 25.6.84.)

31.) I care and pray for what is true and right, and to this I am wholly given. (Quid verum atque decens euro et rogo, et omnis in hoc sum.) - Horace, Epistles, Bk.i, epis 1, 1.11.

32.) ... And too fond of the right to pursue the expedient ... - Oliver Goldsmith, Retaliation, 1.29. (40?)

33.) Individual rights are not only the only rightful means but also the only really efficient ones. They alone are never self-defeating. - J.Z., 11.7.82. - They alone can mobilize all creative forces. - J.Z., 25.6.84.

33.) Governments and unions are the greatest violators of the right to work. - Viv Forbes, quoted in Toowoomba Chronicle, 78.
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34.) Wrong never comes right. - 19th. century proverb, quoted in Hyman: Quotations, 284.

35.) Right ... a principle, not a hand-out. - Frank Chodorov, Fugitive Essays, 298

34.) Because right is right, to follow right

       Were wisdom in the scorn of consequence. - Tennyson, CE none, 1.147. (See: Consequences)

37.) They are slaves who dare not be

       in the right with two or three. - J. R. Lowell, Stanzas on Freedom. (See: Minority, Resistance, Majority, Slavery)

38.) With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right; as God gives us to see the right. - Abraham Lincoln, 2nd. Inaugural Address, 4.3.1865.

39.) If mankind had wished for what is right, they might have had it long ago. - William Hazlitt, Plain Speaker, i, 325.

40.) They say that if you do this, you will be standing with the Abolitionists. I say, stand with anybody that stands right. Stand with him while he is right and part with him when he goes wrong. - Abraham Lincoln, Speech, Peoria, Ill., 16 Oct., 1854. (The following, attributed to Lincoln, but not found, is probably based upon the above speech: "I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up to what light I have. I must stand with anybody that stands right; stand with him while he stands right, and part company with him when he goes wrong." )

41.) He will hew to the line of right, let the chips fly where they may. - Roscoe Conkling, Speech, at Republican National Convention, Chicago, 1880, referring to General Grant.
42.) The passionate love of Right, the burning hate of Wrong. - Lewis Morris, The Diamond Jubilee.

43.) 
For aye Valerius loathed the wrong,


And aye upheld the right. - Macaulay, Battle of Lake Regillus, St. 18.

44.) I prefer to do right and get no thanks, rather than to do wrong and get no punishment. - Marcus Cato. (Plutarch, Lives: Marcus Cato, Ch. 8, sec. 9.)

45.) 
Wrong ever builds on quicksands, but the Right


To the firm center lays its moveless base. - James Russell Lowell, Prometheus, I.116.

46.) For the ultimate notion of right is that which tends to the universal good; and when one's acting in a certain manner has this tendency he has a right thus to act. - Francis Hutcheson, A System of Moral Philosophy, Bk. ii, ch.3. (Happiness, Greatest Number, Good, Categorical Imperative, Universality Principle.)

47.) Right is better than law. - Menander, The Carthaginian: Fragment.

48.) Rightness expresses of actions, what straightness does of lines; and there can no more be two kinds of right action than there can be two kinds of straight line. - Herbert Spencer, Social Statics, Ch. 32, sec. 4.

49.) No one can have a true idea of right until he does it; any genuine reverence for it until he has done it often and with cost; any peace ineffable in it, till he does it always and with alacrity. - James Martineau, Endeavours after Christian Life, Ch. 15.

50.) My principle is to do whatever is right, and leave consequences to him who has the disposal of them. - Thomas Jefferson, Writings, Vol. xiii, p. 387.

51.) 
For right is right, since God is God,


and right the day must win;


To doubt would be disloyalty,


to falter would be sin. - F.W. Faber, The Right Must Win, St. 18.

52.) 
But 'twas a maxim he had often tried,


That right was right, and there he would abide. - Georg Crabbe, Tales of Hell, Tale xv, 1. 365.

53.) Be sure you are right, then go ahead. - David Crockett, Motto, during War of 1812.

54.) Public wrongs are but popular rights in embryo. - Sir Charles Darling, Scintillae Juris
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55.) Wrongs lastly lead to rights. Rights do not result in wrongs. Only those wronged, who are not fully aware of other rights, commit more wrongs. - J.Z., 7.7.82.

56.) In the field of civil liberties, libertarians hold that 'group rights' are merely metaphors; all that exist are individual rights. Groups have no rights save those derived from the rights of their individual members. Thus no group, in the name of nation, state, church, or any other institution, has the right to impose its doctrines or values on others. - Libertarian Party Position Paper No. 1: Libertarianism.

57.) There is a higher law than the Constitution. - William Henry Seward, 1801-1872, Speech, Senate, 11 March 1850.

58.) All rights are equal in the sense that no person has or can obtain more or fewer rights than are his naturally.


Thus it should be seen that a man has a right to his life. This does not mean that he has a guarantee against dying. It means, rather, that he need not ask permission from others if he decides to live. Nor does it mean that others owe him a living. What is implied by the term is that a man need not ask permission from others in order to sustain his life. His life could be taken from him. But his right to life cannot. The right is unalienable. The life is not. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 75.

(J.Z.: What good is the unalienable right to life to him, when his life is taken from him? This is an unfortunate wording. I'd rather say that he may not be wrongfully deprived of his life or of rightful ways of sustaining it. But he may forfeit his right to life when involved in serious aggression against the right to life of others. - J.Z. 25.6.84.)

SOME NOTES ON THE RIGHT TO LIFE AND NUCLEAR STRENGTH
59.) What life expectancy has mankind when it still questions the right of life e.g. of fetuses and also of citizens who are opposed by governments armed to overkill "strength" with nuclear devices and other anti-people "weapons"? - J.Z., 9/72.

60.) None of us has lost too much sleep over the threat of imminent annihilation of the human race and our responsibility for this state of affairs. - Frances Hoffer, PRAJ, abstract 32916.

61.) The 'ideal' of nuclear war is the complete automation of slaughter. - Frances Hoffer, PRAJ, abstract 33443.

62.) Typical of man's genius is the way he develops a bomb designed to drive us into the cellar about the time he starts building homes without any cellars. - Homer King, in Hemet, California, News, Reader's Digest, Oct. 54.

63.) Do you know that the Jugoslavian Momirsky wrote a book describing what will remain after World War III is thru with us? It consists out of white leaves.

64.) A world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. Ascribed to general Omar Bradley, just after WW II.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

65.) What is a right? The word takes the place of either divine or secular edict. A person acts because he has 'a right' to act rather than because deity or government told him to act. To have a right, places initiative in the keeping of the individual. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 1975.

66.) Human rights are inborn; they antedate laws; governments do not give them, but seek constantly to take them away. - Dr. H. L.Soper, 1980.

67.) Without perceiving how absurd is the contradiction in which we are involved, we are ready to assign to a mass of human beings unlimited rights, while we acknowledge none for the individuals of whom the mass is made up. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 62.

68.) But few men will contend that the actions of governments are founded on right; and few men amongst those who look for the foundations of right below existing customs and current expressions, will accept the will of a majority as a sanction for taking from a man what he has won by his own exertions. It may be inconvenient, and it is often highly so in politics, to recognize the truth; but there the truth is, that if a man possesses rights - I mean primary rights, rights belonging to human existence, not created by any majority of his fellow men - neither that majority nor any other majority outside that man can dispossess him of those rights. To do so is to abolish the very word 'rights' from any place in civilized language. - Mack : Herbert, p. 48.

69.) A hundred years of wrong do not make a single year of right. Saxon peasant proverb quoted by Heinrich Heine.
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70.) How should it happen that the individual should be without rights, but that the combination of individuals should possess unlimited rights? Except by some process of magic, a whole made up of similar parts cannot become possessed of a quality which does not exist in the parts. - Mack edition of Auberon Herbert, p. 47.

71.) ... no man can have rights over another man unless he first have rights over himself. He cannot possess the right to direct the happiness of another man, unless he possess rights to direct his own happiness: and if we grant him the latter right, this is at once fatal to the former right. Indeed, to deny this right, or to abridge anything from it, is to reduce the moral world to complete disorder. Deny this right and you have no foundation left for rights of any kind - for justice, political freedom, or political equality - you have established the reign of force, and whatever gloss of civilization you may place over it, you have brought men once more to the 'good old plan' on which our fathers stood. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, p. 46.

72.) The superior man in the world does not set his mind either for anything or against anything; what is right, he will follow. - The Wisdom of Confucius, Analects, bk. iv, c. x.

73.) We behold daily the most important rights, rights upon which all the others depend, we behold these rights determined in the last resort, without the least attention even to the appearance or colour of justice; we behold this without emotion, because we have grown up in the constant view of such practices, ... - Edmund Burke, A Vindication … , pp. 57/58.

74.) Rights appear to exist merely because no one else has any right over us and ours, so almost by default, we're it. - Lloyd Stark, LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78.

75.) My conception has always been that the concept of rights applies within each species but does not cross species boundaries. Thus, a man who kills a lion kills his natural enemy. If the lion kills the man, the same event occurs. No rights are violated. - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78.

(J.Z.: Thus, if a man killed a lion in the zoo … ! Others have extended the concept of rights to all rational beings, whatever species they might belong to. - J. Z., 26.6.84.)

76.) Human rights cannot be rightfully enforced; they can only be accurately observed." - LeFevre's Journal, Fall 78, quoted by Charles W. Johnson as a statement by Robert LeFevre.

77.) The concept of rights and duties residing in individuals excludes the possibility of judgments being made by third parties except for the purpose of resolving specific disputes about rights and duties. - H. S. Ferns, The Disease of Government, 8.

78.) In basic disagreement with Locke, and other exponents of the social contract theory, Tucker maintained that the idea of natural right as an inalienable and prior fact of nature is sheer nonsense. Rights do not descend upon man in the pre-social state but are the result of well-defined conventions which develop within the context of society. "They are not the liberties that exist through natural power, but the liberties that are created by mutual guaranty." - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 151.

79.) "Right and wrong are principles that must ever be defined, qualified, and circumscribed by the individual in his associative capacity," Tucker asserted, subject only to the further qualification "that all action, individual and associative, shall be at the sole cost of the party or parties" involved. According to this law, every individual is entitled to complete freedom in all his actions, subject only to the condition that he accept full responsibility for their consequences. - Reichert, Partisans of Freedom, 150.

80.) Despotism has not rights. - Benjamin Constant, 1767-1830, Pref. to Melanges de Litterature et de Politique, 1829. - Arblaster/Lukes, The Good Society, 87.

81.) Governments are only machines, created by the individuals of a nation for their own convenience; they are only delegated bodies, delegated by the individuals, and therefore they cannot possibly have larger moral rights of using force, or, indeed, larger moral rights of any kind, than the individuals who delegated them. We may reasonably believe that an individual, as a self-owner, is morally justified in defending the rights he possesses in himself and in his own property - by force, if necessary, against fraud (and fraud)( H.'s footnote to fraud is here omitted. - J. Z.), but he cannot be justified in using force for any other purpose whatsoever ... - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 371/2.

82.) Rights are not things which grow by using the multiplication table. - Herbert Auberon, ibid, 202.

83.) Protect your rights! At the criminals' expense! - J.Z., 75/76.

84.) ... right of the citizen to fly off the ground. - Dr. H. L. Soper, Libertarian Digest, May 1981. ( Movement, Airlines, Aircraft-restrictions.)
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85.) Exactly; there must be a fixed system, and that system must spring from rights. Without rights, no system; without system, no guidance. If you wish to realize the moral confusion that results where rights are neglected, glance at the world of today, and observe the good qualities which impede rather than assist the general cause of good. Do we not see nihilists and invincibles devoting themselves in the spirit of self-sacrifice in order to obey an order of assassination; slave owners showing kindness to their slaves; politicians carrying out what they believe to be useful measures for the people by appealing to selfish passions and infringing upon the rights of others; socialists hoping to regenerate the world by deciding in what way and to what extent men shall exercise their faculties? These and a thousand other examples show us that actions swinging from good qualities, but done in disregard of primary moral commands, may increase the sum total of unhappiness instead of happiness. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, 103.

86.) A mass, as Mr. Spencer insists, can only possess the qualities that are possessed by its units. A mass of salt can only possess the qualities which are in the particles of salt. You deny the rights of the individual to regulate and direct himself. But you suddenly acknowledge and exaggerate these rights as soon as you have thrown the individual into that mass which you call the majority. Then you suddenly discover that men have not only rights to own themselves, but also to own their fellow-men. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, page 138. (Majority, Democracy, Sovereignty)

87) Freedom (independence of the constraint of another will), insofar as it is compatible with the freedom of everyone else in accordance with a universal law, is the sole and original right that belongs to every human being, by virtue of his humanity. - Kant, The Metaphysical Elements of Justice, Indianapolis, 1965, pp 43/44, transl. by John Ladd. (Categorical Imperative, Freedom)
88.) Truth can only hurt the false, justice only injustice, right only wrong, good only evil. - Zarlinga.

89.) People are perhaps never more dangerous than when they are right - or believe themselves to be right. - J.Z., 14.8.81. - Dangerous? Powerful? Effective? J.Z., 24.11.05.
90.) Murray Rothbard, in a paper entitled "The Ethics of Liberty", argued that the standard for moral goodness is set by man's nature. Whatever fulfills the nature of a living thing is good, and whatever diminishes the nature of a living thing is bad. When the living thing in question is a human being and when we are speaking of chosen ends, then we are speaking of moral 'goods' and 'bads'. Rothbard, in almost all respects, endorsed a natural-law doctrine as the groundwork for rights. - Douglas B. Rasmussen, Philosophy Department, Our Lady of the Lake University, San Antonia, Texas, in article introduction "A Groundwork for Rights: Man's Natural End, J.L.S., Winter 80.

91.) There is not such thing as a RIGHT TO VIOLATE RIGHTS. When an individual violates someone's rights, he has stepped outside the providence of morality and can no longer claim its protection. - David Moran, The Connection No. 99, p.55.

92.) Diejenigen, die Rechte und Freiheiten leugnen, haben damit schon intellektuell und moralisch for dem Totalitarismus kapituliert. ( Those who deny the existence of rights and liberties have thereby already capitulated towards totalitarianism, at least morally and intellectually.) - J.Z., 4.1.82.

93.) The renunciation of all rights is only comparable to the renunciation of all arms. - J.Z., 30.12.81. (Arms, Weapons, Defence)

94.) Always do right. This will gratify some people .and astonish the rest. - Mark Twain. - L. E. Read, in: Love of Liberty, 150, added: Doing the right thing these days is so uncommon as to shock most people.

95.) Lao Tze has never understood righteousness. He makes it a thing external. - Mencius, bk. ii, pt.i, cii, v.15.

96.) For freedom is the primary means to the highest end; at best, it is a secondary end. The primary aim of earthly life, in the view of believers, is not 'these things', but 'the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.' It is to expand individual consciousness into as near a harmony as possible with Infinite Consciousness. Freedom is the first and absolutely necessary means to this end. Anyone who in any way frustrates the freedom of another to act creatively, acts against the Supreme Intelligence, this being the gravest of evils. - L.E. Read: Deeper Than Your Think, 24. (God, Freedom, Righteousness) (J.Z.: This could also be read as if "the Supreme Intelligence" is "the greatest of evils". If it existed, then certainly no other intelligent power would exist that would be guilty of more and greater wrongs. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
97.) In the domain of his rights the individual is sovereign. - J. B. Lawrence, p.65, in: A Symposium on the Land Question.
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98.) Tucker ... took a very dim view of all 'social rights', noting that "society is not a person or thing, but a relation, and a relation can have no rights." - Libertarian Handbook, 1973. (J.Z.: While a "relation" or "relationship" can have no rights, since they are not persons or personalities, they can either be rightful or wrongful between human beings or rational beings, with regard to the rights of these beings. - All rights are social in the best sense, i.e. quite opposite to "anti-social". - But while they are equal in the meaning of equal rights, they are not egalitarian, i.e., they do not attempt to impose equality in every respect as a supposedly superior value or try to impose equal opportunity that goes beyond the recognition of equal rights. They do not prescribe e.g. equal incomes, equal property and equal opportunities - merely the right to make the best possible and rightful use for oneself of all the opportunities that equal rights and liberties provide. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
99.) All our talk of man's dignity is but mockery unless and until a day comes when certain things will under no circumstances be required of him or accepted by him as inevitable. - Jules Romains , "Verdun", p. 146. (Duty, Dignity, Man, Obedience)

100.) Rights are a moral guaranty but not a guaranty of morality. - Live & Let Live, 9/81.

101.) … we sometimes claim a right to a certain course of action or result when we would better claim a right to be in on the action. - Charles Goodman: All These Rights, The Freeman, 1/78.

102.) Nobody oughta bug anybody. - R. Sheckley, Journey of Joenes, p. 183. (Duty) (Jones? typo?)
103.) ... the individual has … rights ... the public interest doesn't come first. - Con Sellers: Mr. Tomorrow, 46. (Public Interest)

104.) The transmutation of wishes into "rights". - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, IX. - (J.Z.: Mere wishes can't be so transmuted. That, I believe, is also the conclusion that Read drew from this remark. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
105.) First, what is right? It is what one's highest conscience dictates as right. While this in fact may not be truth, it is as close to truth as anyone can at any given moment attain. - L. E. Read: Who's Listening? 168. - (J.Z.: A mere conscience or moral sense is not a sufficient guide if not led by sound reasoning and sufficiently comprehended experience. - It took even L.E. Read decades to arrive at the wisdom he finally expressed in his books and essays. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
106.) The Aspect of Responsibility: The dictionary defines rights as "that which a person has a just claim to ... by law, nature or tradition." Good, but incomplete. We may expand this statement so say that rights concern the way each of us may expect to be treated by others and the way each of us must treat others. Unfortunately, we often forget the how-we-treat-others aspect. Responsibility, that is. - Charles Goodman: All These Rights, The Freeman, 1/78. (Duty, Responsibility)

107.) An inquiry into the origins of rights will demonstrate to us that rights are not gifts from one man to another, nor from one class of men to anther. - Thomas Paine.

108.) Once basic rights have been acknowledged, any subsidiary 'rights' may not contradict the basic ones without destroying the basis for individual freedom. For example, one cannot claim a 'right' to food he has neither earned nor produced without contradicting the basic right of property ( in this case food ) produced or earned by someone else. In a free society, property could be traded voluntarily or given away by the owner, but it could not be taken away by force. - World Research, 1, The Role of Government.
109.) As man develops, he places a greater value upon his own rights. Liberty becomes a grander and diviner thing. As he values his own rights, he begins to value the rights of others. And when all men give to all others the rights they claim for themselves, this world will be civilized. - R. G. Ingersoll, quoted in Sprading: Liberty … 272.

110.) ... a habit into which so many people have fallen: collectivistic thinking. Or, a better term might be lump thinking: farmers have "rights"; states and cities have "rights"; blacks have "rights"; the have-nots have "rights"; laborers have "rights"; consumers have "rights"; on and on. The individual person is forgotten as lump thinking turns thoughtless citizens into voting blocs, a process encouraged by the politician because it economizes his manipulative efforts.

Correction of this tendency requires recognition of a simple truth: only the individual has rights. It is exclusively the individual who experiences justice or injustice, who evidences morality or immorality, who gains or loses, speaks, thinks, prays, hates, loves, lies, cheats, reasons, practises integrity, has feelings. The collective, no matter how you lump it, has neither mind nor conscience, nor any other personal attibute - not one! - L. E. Read: Who's Listening? 78.

111.) We have renounced the prerogative of man, and it is no wonder that we should be treated like beasts. - Edmund Burke, on 'reason', in Sprading, Liberty & tGL, 73.

112.) There is something degrading to human nature in the idea of refusing to any man the right to be a man … - Humboldt, in Sprading, 107.

113.) My right and my wrong, is their right and their wrong. - Emerson, Sprading 149.

114.) If I can be firm enough today to do right, and scorn eyes, I must have done so much right before as to defend me now. Be it how it will, do right now. Always scorn appearances, and you always may. The force of character is cumulative. - Emerson, in Sprading, 146.
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115.) There are rights which it is useless to surrender to the governments, and which governments have yet always been found to invade. These are the rights of thinking, and publishing our thoughts by speaking or writing; the right of free commerce; the right of personal freedom. - Thomas Jefferson. - Sprading, 87.

116.) I have a right to nothing, which another has a right to take away ... a bill of rights is what the people are entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular; and what no just government should refuse, or rest on inference. - Thomas Jefferson, to Madison, Paris, December 20, 1787.

117.) By his nature a human has the absolute right to do anything he wants with his person and property. - ISFSC leaflet "The Road to Freedom".

118.) 
He's true to God who's true to man; where ever wrong is done,

To the humblest and the weakest, 'neath the all-beholding sun,

That wrong is also done to us, and they are slaves most base,


Whose love of right is for themselves and not for all the race. - Lowell. 


(Solidarity, Mutuality, Universality)

119.) The Right I Owe You. - L.E. Read, heading of chapter 11, p. 76., of "Who's Listening? (Duty, Responsibility)

120.) I am going to say what little I can to make the American people brave enough and generous enough and kind enough to give everybody else the rights they have themselves. - Robert G. Ingersoll, in Sprading, 275. (J.Z.: "Give" is the wrong word. To "help realize everybody's else's rights - to the extent that they want them" - would be better. - J. Z.)

121.) The greatest praise government can win is, that its citizens know their rights, and dare maintain them. - Wendell Phillips, - Sprading 163. (Government, Knowledge, Resistance.)

122.) No wrongs to 'right' wrongs, only rights to right rights! - J.Z.,1.1.76, after reading L. E. Read's:"introducing a restriction to free exchange, a wrong to right a wrong." - Elements to Libertarian Leadership, p. 77.

123.) What comes before righteousness? Righteous indignation! - Dan Henderson, Caruther's Last Stand, "Analog", 6/78, p. 163. (Anger, Indignation, Righteousness.)

124.) Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his Righteousness, and these things shall be added unto you. Quoted in Read: Who's Listening? 71. (Righteousness.)

125.) I favor individual, not collective or national rights. - J. Z., 9/72. - All others are merely figments of the imagination. - However, volunteers should be free to try to realize them - among themselves. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
126.) Your aim appears to be to restrict rights, mine, to uphold and extend them. - J. Z.,75/6.

127.) Do you think you got no rights just because a parent, teacher , preacher, bureaucrat, politician or officer told you so? - J. Z., n.d., 24.11.05. (It's more "snappy" when the list is confined, as in the original, to teacher and preacher. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
128.) What's right has got to win out in the end; if it doesn't the rest ain't worth a damn anyway. - R. Y. Sharpe, quoted by Carl Watner, on Justice, 41.

129.) There are a million ways to be wrong and only one way to be right. - Aristotle. Quoted in Read: Instead of Violence, 39.

130.) When the notion that a wish is a right is put into effect by police force - the only way it can be done - then specialization is no longer guided by consumer wishes nor are the terms of exchange. What happens under Medicare, for instance, is this: M.D.'s give of their labors and the senior citizen gives substantially nothing in return. Other citizens are then forced to perform labor for which they receive absolutely nothing in return. Exchange is by coercion rather than by free choice.

If we make the simple concession that no one should be forced to labor for no return, then the absurdity of socialized medicine is clear. Were M.D.'s forced to perform their services for nothing, as non-patients presently are forced to pay for services not received, no person would choose medicine as a career. - L. E. Read: Let Freedom Reign, 135.

131.) We must acquire an understanding that wishes, regardless of how numerous, do not constitute a right. I have no more right to your professional attention than you have a claim on me to wash your dishes. We are dealing with an absurdity which, once established as such, will vanish as did the earth-is-flat absurdity. That a wish does not make a right is so nearly self-evident by mere assertion that only cursory comment is warranted. -  L. E. Read. (Wishes)

132.) Right is right and wrong is wrong. - From film: "Good Morning Miss Dove".
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133.) The ultimate relativism is the 'value-free' or 'scientific' approach by the behaviorists, culminating in the doctrines of 'logical positivism' - the view that no statement can be considered 'true' unless it is empirically verifiable. Thus Professor A. J. Ayer asserts that 'if I generalize and say "stealing is wrong", I produce a statement which has no factual meaning - that is, expresses no proposition that can be either true or false.' The meaning of this value-free approach for all ethical judgments whatsoever is apparent. The logical positivist can tell you how many liters of gas it takes to kill 6 million Jews, but he cannot tell you whether it is wrong to kill them. - M. Stanton Evans, on American Values, in anthology: "Outside Looking In" page.22. (Value-free judgments, Logical Positivism, Relativism)

134.) The only thing a right can require of a person is to abstain from violating the rights of others. The concept of rights is a self-limiting principle. Rights are a recognition of an individual's sovereignty ( exclusive jurisdiction ) over that which is his OWN ( his own self and his own property). That being the case, no person can logically have any say-so over the person or property of another individual. ... Sam Wells Jr., in "Option", 6/78.

135.)"There is only one 'right', man's right to live as a man - i.e., rationally." All rights are merely conditions necessitated by the goal of rational self-satisfaction. - W.F. O'Neill: Ayn Rand, p. 46.

136.) A man's right to earn his living according to the rules of the free market is the most basic of all freedoms. - Lawrence Fertig, The Freeman, 1/67. - (J.Z.: Still more basic is his right to try to survive by his own efforts and that of his family, friends and associates, while there still does not exist a free market for his skills and services. Even the primitive man has the right to try to survive by his own efforts. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
137.) Properly analysed, the existence of rights in one man benefits all mankind. - Ridgway K. Foley, Jr., The Freeman, 11/73.

138.) ... when a person acts, the non-violation of other people's rights must take priority over the pursuit of any goal: even the goal of minimizing the total number of rights violated in the society. - Ascribed to Nozick, in: Samuel Scheffler: Natural Rights, Equality and the Minimal State, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 3/76. (Applies e.g. to gun control, but also to tyrannicide? Has a tyrant any rights? Are bystanders of tyrants innocents? - J. Z.) - (J.Z.: Didn't they fail to fulfill their duty to commit tyrannicide themselves? - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
139.) No stoppin' a man who knew he was in the right and kep a-comin'. - Louis L'Armour, "Tucker", p. 9. (Perseverence, Man, Conviction, Enthusiasm, Faith)

140.) Nozick says that an individual's rights define a moral boundary around the person. These boundaries constrain the permissible behavior of every agent. - Samuel Scheffler, Natural Rights ... CJPhilosophy, 3/76.

141.) Nozick seems to follow Locke in holding that each person has a right to exact compensation from someone who violates his rights ... Samuel Scheffler, ibid.

142.) According to Nozick, each individual has a right to be free from force, fraud, and physical aggression. - Samuel Scheffler, ibid.

143.) ... the simple, unvarnished birthright that all men should reasonably expect from their short tenure on earth. - Matt Braun, Black Fox, Coronet Books, London 1972, p.154.

144.) In the Society of Contract, man is born free, and comes into his inheritance with maturity.

By this concept all rights belong to the individual. Society consists of individuals in voluntary association. The rights of any person are limited only by the equal rights of another person. - Libertarian Review.

145.) ... everyone has the right to go to hell in his own way. - quoted with disapproval by Walter H. Heller, World Research INK, 11/76. (Hell, Mistakes, Errors, Tolerance, Panarchy.)

146.) Don't sacrifice individual rights to unlimited majority rule - paraphrasing Ayn Rand in her article on Racism, Objectivist Newsletter, 9/63.

147.) Rights reside in individuals. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Feb. 72.

148.) A right implicitly prohibits any attempt by other people to stand between an individual and his voluntary performance or non-performance of the action protected by the right. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, p. 106.

149.) Protect your rights at least as well as your eyeballs. - free after I. Kant.

150.) I am sure that Might does not make Right. - Admiral Ben Moreell : Log 1/5.
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151.) Rights should be equal, because they pertain to chances, and all ought to have equal chances so far as chances are provided or limited by the action of society. This, however, will not produce equal results, but it is right just because it will produce unequal results - that is, results which shall be proportioned to the merits [or efforts! - J.Z., 24.11.05.]of individuals. We each owe it to the other to guarantee mutually the chance to earn, to possess, to learn, to marry, etc., etc., against any interference which would prevent the exercise of those rights by a person who wishes to prosecute and enjoy them in peace for the pursuit of happiness. If we generalize this, it means that All-of-us ought to guarantee rights to each of us. - W.G. Sumner : What Social Classes Owe to Each Other, 141/42. (Duty, Equality)

152.) Rights do not pertain to results, but only to chances. They pertain to the conditions of the struggle for existence, not to any of the results of it; to the pursuit of happiness, not to the possession of happiness. It cannot be said that each one has a right to have some property, because if one man had such a right some other man or men would be under a corresponding obligation to provide him with some property. Each has a right to acquire and possess property if he can. It is plain what fallacies are developed when we overlook this distinction. Those fallacies run through all socialistic schemes and theories. If we take rights to pertain to results, and then say that rights must be equal, we come to say that men have a right to be equally happy, and so on in all the details. - W. G. Sumner, ibid, 141.

153.) ... Never before had there been established the inviolable rights of the individual to the fruits of his labor - to keep, to trade, or even to give away as he chooses. Always it was government that was sovereign, and any right to the products of one's labor - and often even to one's life - was a right granted to the people by the government. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log I, 119.

154.) Should a person claim a right to be free from having ideas? I will concede but not applaud the claim. So far as I am concerned, one has a right to do anything he pleases - silly or brilliant - if the action in no way infringes upon the creative aspirations of any other person. - L. E. Read: Then Truth Will Out, p. 92.

155.) One's right to life, liberty, and property ... and other fundamental rights may not be submitted to a vote; they depend on the outcome of no elections. - Supreme Court declaration in West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette.  (The Freeman, 10/75.) (Voting, Majority, Law.)
156.) Whenever the right to the fruits of one's own labor is gaining acceptance and respect it will be seen that an understanding of the free society is likewise gaining. Of course, the reverse is true. When state welfarism and government control is on the rampage, as in the U.S.A. today, be it noted that there are leaders by the tens of thousands from all walks of life - business, education, religion, and so on - who wave aside the free society as a viable way of life. They are leading us down the road to serfdom and, interestingly enough, are unaware of their mischief. Their philosophy, though never in these realistic terms, is that you and I shall not be permitted to own; we are to be owned. And so are they - though they know it not. - L. E. Read: Having My Way, 146.

157.) ... forget railing against folly and, instead, accent what's right. This is the answer which, if practiced, will keep you and me from falling into unreason, from becoming unwise. Further, it will reverse the present waywardness. - L. E. Read, Having My Way, 92.

158.) Never approve or condone anything that is not consistent with what you believe to be right. - L. E. Read: The Miracle of the Market, in Champions of Freedom, 53.

159.) Man's fundamental right - the one on which all others depend - is the right to his own life. The phrase, 'all men are created equal', means that all men are born with the right to life and the rights inherent in the ownership of life. But the process of living is not something done to man; rather it is continuous action that he must generate and sustain. - Ann Wortham, The Freeman, 7/75, p. 417.

160.) ... a country that won't give me any rights isn't my country any longer. - Poul Anderson, Tales of the Flying Mountains, 138. (J.Z.: Instead of the first "any" he should have said "my"! J. Z. Nor can a country "give" rights. Its system and that of its people might suppress some, temporarily. That does not mean that it "gives" the rest. - J.Z., 10.11.05.))

161.) I am glad that most of us now have our political rights. And today I make this plea - that we use those political rights to vote for a return to the principle of making our laws and other governmental actions consistent with our moral rights. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log I, 4/5. - (J.Z.: That will be impossible as long as state membership remains compulsory and territorial. - J. Z., 26.6.84, 10.11.05.)

162.) ...no governmental apparatus can lord it over a people who conceive ... their rights. ... L. E. Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, p. 24, after creative editing. Read bases all rights upon a divine gift and relates the above thought to this origin, too. - J. Z.
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163.) No private rights are so unimportant that they can be surrendered with impunity to the caprices of a government. - Tocqueville: Democracy in America, pp. 310/11.

164.) ("Resolved, that) ... It would be a dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men of our choice to silence our fears for the safety of our rights: that confidence is everywhere the parent of despotism - free government is founded in jealousy, and not in confidence; it is jealousy and not confidence which prescribes limited constitutions, to bind down those whom we are obliged to trust with power: that our Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no further, our confidence may go;

 ... In questions of power, then, let no more be heard of confidence in man, but bind him down from mischief by the chains of the Constitution. - Thomas Jefferson, resolution proposed. - (J.Z.: Neither formal constitutions nor governmental bills of rights do sufficiently bind down the men in power over whole territories and their population. - J.Z., 25.11.05.) 
165.) A person becomes the victim of his irrational actions, but he has the right to choose those actions. If you smoke cigarettes, you may succumb to cancer - but that is no reason to make it a crime. That is to say, one has the right of becoming one's own victim without it involving criminal sanction. - Howard Samson, reason, Jan. 73. (O.K. only if one only smokes alone or among smokers! - J. Z.. 26.6.84.)

166.) Nobody has the right to do what he pleases - except when he pleases by doing right. - Rough version of quote in Ben Casey series, TV, 25.11.76.

167.) The government usurped the rights of men. - Charles Chively, p. 30 of Introduction to Spooner's Works.

168.) Is it that your knowledge is deficient? Is it that you have the knowledge, but want the strength to carry it into practice? Or is it that your mind is made up to do what you consider right, and never allow yourself to forget it? The Texts of Taoism, The Writings of Kwang-Sze. p. 181.

169.) He is entirely without the thought of submitting to the rule of what is right. - The Texts of Taoism, 11/181.

170.) The source of (man's) rights is man's nature ... not divine law or congressional law. - Ayn Rand, Capitalism … , Signet edition, 322.

171.) By simply protecting every man in his rights, a government necessarily keeps open to every one the widest possible field, that he honestly can have, for such industry as he may choose to follow. It also insures him the widest possible field for obtaining such capital as he needs for his industry, and the widest possible markets for the products of his labor. With the possession of these rights, he must be content. - Spooner, to Cleveland, Works I, 15. ( That is still a form of libertarian territorial statism! - J. Z., 26.6.84.)

172.) They seldom have any thing to say about men's "rights". On the contrary, they take it for granted that they are charged with the duty of promoting, superintending, directing, and controlling the "business" of the country. In the performance of this supposed duty, all ideas of individual "rights" are cast aside. Not knowing any way - because there is no way - in which they can impartially promote all men's "interests", "welfare", and "prosperity", otherwise than by protecting impartially all men's rights, they boldly proclaim that "individual rights must not be permitted to stand in the way of the public good, the public welfare, and the business interests of the country.

Substantially, all their lawmaking proceeds upon this theory, for there is no other theory, on which they can find any justification for any lawmaking at all ..." - Spooner, to Grover Cleveland, Works I, 16.

173.) Sir, your idea of the true character of our government is plainly this : you assume that all the natural, inherent, inalienable, individual, human rights of fifty millions of people - all their individual rights to preserve their own lives, and promote their own happiness - have been thrown into one common heap, - into hotchpotch, as the lawyers say: and that this hotchpotch has been given into the hands of some four hundred champion robbers, each of whom has pledged himself to carry off as large a portion of it as possible, to be divided among those men - well known to himself, but who - to save themselves from all responsibility for his acts - have secretly ( by secret ballot) appointed him to be their champion.


Sir, if you had assumed that all the people of this country had thrown all their wealth, all their rights, all their means of living; into hotchpotch; and that this hotchpotch had been given over to four hundred ferocious hounds; and that each of these hounds had been selected and trained to bring to his masters so much of this common plunder as he, in the general fight, or scramble, could get off with, you would scarcely have drawn a more vivid picture of the true character of the government of the United States, than you have done in your inaugural address. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Grover Cleveland, Works I, p. 21.
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174.) Plainly, unless all a man's natural rights are inviolable by lawmakers, none of them are. It is an absurdity to say that a man has any rights of his own, if other men, whether calling themselves a government, or by any other name, have the right to take them from him, without his consent. Therefore, the very idea of a law-making government necessarily implies a denial of all such things as individual liberty, or individual rights.

From this statement it does not follow that every lawmaking government will, in practice, take from every man all his natural rights. It will do as it pleases about it. It will take some, leaving him to enjoy others, just as its own pleasure or discretion shall dictate at the time. It would defeat its own ends, if it were wantonly to take away all his natural rights, - as for example, his right to live, and to breathe, - for then he would be dead, and the government could then get nothing more out of him. The most tyrannical government will, therefore, if it have any sense, leave its victims enough liberty to enable them to provide for their own substance, to pay their taxes, and to render such military or other service as the government may have need of. But it will do this for its own good, and not for theirs. In allowing them this liberty, it does not at all recognize their right to it, but only consults its own interests. - Lysander Spooner, ibid, pp. 30/31.

175.) The government denies the natural right of human beings to live on this planet. This it does by denying their natural right to those things that are indispensable to the maintenance of life. It says that, for every thing necessary to the maintenance of life, they must have a special permit from the government; and that the government cannot be required to grant them any other means of living than it chooses to grant them.


All this is shown as follows, viz.:


The government denies the natural right of individuals to take possession of wilderness land, and hold and cultivate it for their own subsistence.


It asserts that wilderness land is the property of the government; and that individuals have not right to take possession of, or cultivate it, unless by special grant of the government. And if an individual attempts to exercise his natural right, the government punishes him as a trespasser and a criminal.


The government has no more right to claim the ownership of wilderness lands, than it has to claim the ownership of sunshine, the water, or the atmosphere. And it has no more right to punish a man for taking possession of wilderness land, and cultivating it, without the consent of the government, than it has to punish him for breathing the air, drinking the water, or enjoying the sunshine, without a special grant from the government.


In thus asserting the government's right of property in wilderness land, and in denying man's right to take possession of and cultivate it, except on first obtaining a grant from the government, - which grant the government may withhold if it pleases, - the government plainly denies the natural right of men to live on this planet, by denying their natural right to the means that are indispensable to their procuring the food that is necessary for supporting life. - Spooner, ibid, 33/34.

176.) In still another way, the government denies men's natural right to life. And that is by denying their natural right to make any of those contracts with each other, for buying and selling, borrowing and lending, giving and receiving, property, which are necessary, if men are to exist in any considerable numbers on the earth … - Spooner, ibid, 34.

177.) What, now, is the reason why not one of these courts has ever so far given its attention to the subject as to have discovered what the 'obligation of contracts' is? What that principle is, I repeat, which they have all sworn to sustain, and on which the real validity, or invalidity, of every contract on which they ever adjudicate, depends? Why is it that they have all gone on sanctioning and enforcing all the nakedly iniquitous laws, by which men's natural right to make their own contracts has been trampled under foot?


Surely it is not because they do not know that all men have a natural right to make their own contracts; for they know that, as well as they know that all men have a natural right to live, to breathe, to move, to speak, to hear, to see, or to do anything whatever for the support of their lives, or the promotion of their happiness.


Why, then, is it, that they strike down this right, without ceremony, and without compunction, whenever they are commanded to do so by the lawmakers? It is because, and solely because, they are so servile, slavish, degraded, and corrupt, as to act habitually on the principle, that justice and men's natural rights are matters of no importance, in comparison with the commands of the impudent and tyrannical lawmakers, on whom they are dependent for their offices and their salaries. It is because, and solely because, they, like the judges under all other irresponsible and tyrannical governments, are part and parcel of a conspiracy for robbing and enslaving the great body of the people, to gratify the luxury and pride of a few. It is because, and solely because, they do not recognize our governments, State or national, as institutions designed simply to maintain justice, or to protect all men in the enjoyment of all their natural rights; but only as institutions designed to accomplish such objects as irresponsible cabals of lawmakers may agree upon. - Spooner, ibid, 56.

538

Slogans for Liberty









Rights
178.) If a government can forbid the free exercise of a single one of man's natural rights, it may, for the same reason, forbid the exercise of any and all of them; and thus establish, practically and absolutely, Marshall's guiding principle, that the government has all the power, and the people no rights. - Spooner, ibid, 89.

179.) The assumption that, by a certain paper, called the constitution of the United States - a paper ( I repeat and reiterate) which nobody ever signed, which but few persons ever read, and which the great body of the people never saw - and also by some forty subsidiary papers, called State constitutions, which also nobody ever signed, which but few persons ever read, and which the great body of the people never saw - all making a perfect system of the merest nothingness - the assumption, I say, that, by these papers, the people have consented to the abolition of justice itself, the highest moral law of the Universe; and that all their own natural, inherent, inalienable rights to the benefit of that law, shall be annulled; and that they themselves, and everything that is theirs, shall be given over into the irresponsible custody of some forty little cabals of blockheads and villains called lawmakers - blockheads, who imagine themselves wiser than justice itself, and villains, who care nothing for either wisdom or justice, but only for the avarice and ambition ... - Spooner, ibid, p. 93. (Constitutions)

180.) Every man has, by nature, certain judicial powers, or rights. That is to say, he has, by nature, the right to judge of, and enforce his own rights, and judge of and redress his own wrongs. But in so doing, he must act only in accordance with his own judgment and conscience, and subject to his own personal responsibility, if, through either ignorance or design, he commits any error injurious to another.


Now, inasmuch as no man can delegate, or impart, his own judgment or conscience to another, it is naturally impossible that he can delegate to another his judicial rights or powers ... - Spooner, ibid, 103.

181.) Of Rights - Natural and Arbitrary: If government can create rights, it can withhold and destroy rights. The practical consequences of this fact is that if rights are derived from governments, there are not rights. Governmental favors may masquerade as rights. They may even assume a semblance of constitutionality. But such favors are instruments of power; they are arbitrary 'rights' granted under the circumstances, subject to recall and change. When rights are arbitrarily created, there are not rights, only privileges. The extent to which we have accepted the belief that children have a right to education, that farmers have a right to a parity of income, that all have a right to the latest medicine, and so on, is the measure of the extent to which we have yielded up our natural rights. - Clarence B. Carson, The Freeman, 12/75.

(J.Z.: Regarding 'right to the latest medicine' - that is a right, when there is a willing seller & buyer. But the government intervenes here, too, asserting, that it would not yet be tested enough, by its standard, to be safe enough and thus prohibits its use even among people willing to take the risk involved. To that extent a real right is involved, one that is a part of the right to life and to maintain one's life. - J. Z., 26.6.84, 24.11.05.)

182.) Unless a person is prepared to accept the 'might makes right' philosophy, he must respect another's right to live, to produce, and to consume, keep, exchange, sell, or give away that which he has produced. - The Incredible Breadmachine, 141.

183.) It is self-evident that no number of men, by conspiring, and calling themselves a government, can acquire any rights whatever over other men, or other men's property, which they had not before, as individuals. - Spooner, ibid, 6.

184.) But the right of every man to do anything, and everything, which justice does not forbid him to do, is a natural, inherent, inalienable right. It is his right, as against any and all other men, whether they be many or few. It is a right indispensable to every man's highest happiness; and to every man's power of judging and determining for himself what will, and what will not, promote his happiness. Any restriction upon the exercise of this right is a restriction upon his rightful power of providing for, and accomplishing, his own well-being. - Spooner, ibid, 7.

185.) But you evidently believe nothing of what I have now been saying. You evidently believe that justice is no law at all, unless in cases where the lawmakers may chance to prefer it to any law which they themselves can invent.


You evidently believe that a certain paper, called the constitution, which nobody ever signed, which few persons ever read, which the great body of the people never saw, and as to the meaning of which no two persons were ever agreed, is the supreme law of this land, anything in the law of nature - anything in the natural inherent, inalienable, individual rights of fifty millions of people - to the contrary notwithstanding.


Did folly, falsehood, absurdity, assumption, or criminality ever reach a higher point than that? - Spooner, ibid, 9.
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186.) Spooner argues that all people have certain inalienable rights - rights that they cannot forfeit, give away, or have legally taken from them. These rights are life, liberty, and property. These rights are natural rights - beyond human legislation. Even if someone should contract these rights away, the contract would be void - "an utterly idiotic and suicidal contract" - no more enforcable than a contract which authorized another to murder one's self." - Charles Chiveley, introduction to Spooner's Works, Letter to Bayard, 4. (J.Z.: They can be contracted away - but not permanently, since a person does have the right to come to his senses again, any time! - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

187.) The kind of government we are acquiring, is distinctly different from that envisaged by the Founding Fathers; it is fast becoming a government that conceives itself to be the source of rights, which it gives and can recall at its own pleasure. The transformation is not yet complete, but it will be seen as we go along that completion is not far off - if nothing is done to prevent it. - Frank Chodorov: The Income Tax ... 6.

188.) When the individual says he has a valid title to life, he means that all that is he, is his own; his body, his mind, his faculties. Maybe there is something else to life, such as a soul, but without going into that realm, he is willing to settle on what he knows about himself - his consciousness. All that is "I" is "mine". That implies, of course, that all that is "you" is "yours" - for, every "you" is an "I". Rights work both ways. - Chodorov, ibid, 17.

189.) The American tradition rests its case squarely on the premise that the human being is endowed with rights by his very existence; that is what makes him human. Hence, any political action which attempts to violate these rights, violates his human-ness, and thus becomes "evil". Putting it another way, any political action which disregards man's inalienable rights disregards God. - Chodorov, ibid, 5. See: Americanism.
190.) Indeed, it seems most probably that every action by anyone, is thought of as right at the moment of action. Reflection afterwards may bring regret but, on balance, most actions at the time of execution are assessed as right by the actors. - Read : Elements of Libertarian Leadership, p. 136. (J.Z.: But this can happen, regarding many of today's actions, only through an immense ignorance of and insufficient discussion of rights. - J. Z., 27.6.84.) (Add to this: Lack of interest in genuine rights. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
191.) The central belief is that a person owns his own person, including his own mind, and the products of his mind, his own body and the energies of his body; and properties that he has acquired become a kind of extension of his mind and body. Thus, the owner of a property has within that property a portion of his own energy, his own earnings. It is a part of him. An act that violates his control over himself or over something he owns, is viewed as improper and immoral. Therefore, the principle to be followed is to control one's self and refrain from aggressing against others, either in their persons or properties. Within the moralist camp there is a sharp delineation between right and wrong. Wrongful acts are those which violate the boundaries of others against their wills. Rightful acts consist of peaceful and non-aggressive actions each individual confining himself to the management and control of himself and what belongs to him. In respect to his own person and property, he may do as he pleases. - Robert LeFevre, The Libertarian, p. 30.

192.) ... the practice, adopted by political corporations, of disposing of all the rights of their members by the arbitrary will of majorities. - Lysander Spooner, works, 11/214, Trial by Jury.

193.) A human right is a principle defining a man's freedom of action in a social context. (A. R.?)

194.) There is no such thing as group rights except as they are an extension of individual rights. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Feb. 72.

195.) Mere wishes are thought of as rights. - L.E. Read, The Freeman, 7/73.

196.) Immunity from governmental compulsion. - Paul Poirot. (J.Z.: Leave out "government" or say:"mainly from governmental compulsion"! - J.Z., 1/11/76.)

197.) We make a terrible mistake when we think that what is good or right for us is necessarily good or right for the man next door. - IPA Facts, 12/68.

198.) Always do that which you believe to be right. - Edward William Cole. ( J.Z.: Better make sure you are right, too! - J. Z., 74.)

199.) All men should have the right to enjoy the fruits of their labors. - Dean Smith, Conservatism, 115.

200.) Welfare is not right. - J.Z. after reading Ridgway K. Foley Jr. in The Freeman, 11/73: "Welfare as a Right." - J.Z., 27.6.84.) - (J.Z.: Unless it is provided by oneself or via contract through others, e.g. through insurance or mutual aid contracts. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
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201.) The Right to Be Wrong - and the Obligation to Be Right. - Charles R. La Dow, title of an Article in The Freeman, Nov. 73.

202.) There is no right that the government ... considers inviolable. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, reason 3/73.

203.) A minority of one has certain rights which a majority, composed of all the rest, may not violate. - George W. Shankey Jr., Freedom Magazine, Spring 74. (Minority, Majority, Individualism)
204.) Since no man has a claim to the life of another, if follows that neither do ten, nor a thousand, nor a million men. A million times nothing is still nothing, and nothing is what any man's claim to the life of a victim amounts to. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, p. 105.

205.) The rights of one are as sacred as the rights of a million … Every man has the inalienable right to work. - Eugene V. Debs. (Work, Unemployment, Jobs, Scabs, Strikes.)

206.) It is the nature of man as a living, thinking being that determines his rights. - Robert M. Sade, reason, Sept. 72. (Thus, would a violent criminal be able to claim any? - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

207.) A right implicitly prohibits any attempt by other people to stand between an individual and his voluntary performance or non-performance of the action protected by the right. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 106.

208.) Every man has a certain sphere of discretion, which he has a right to expect shall not be infringed by his neighbors. This right flows from the very nature of man. - William Godwin.

209.) For individual rights are the radius which defines the circle of a man's legitimate activities - and the point of origin of the radius is man's reason. - Neera Badwhar, The Freeman, 10/74.

210.) "A right is the sanction of independent action." Ayn Rand, quoted in Ayn Rand's Philosophy by William F. O'Neill.

211.) A right is that which can be exercised without anyone's permission. - Ayn Rand, quoted ibid, p. 46.

212.) Rights are nothing but artificial divisions of the general claim to exercise the faculties - applications of that general claim to particular cases; and each of them is proved in the same way, by showing that the particular exercise of the faculties referred to is possible without preventing the like exercise of faculties by other persons. - Herbert Spencer.

213.) Right is the restriction of arbitrary actions of each so that they agree with arbitrary actions of others according to a general law of freedom. Kant, Populaere Schriften, 63.

214.) 'Right', then, in ethics or conduct, is not different from 'right' in mathematics or engineering; it means correct, fit, what works best to the best result. - Will Durant, The Story of Philosophy, p. 76, summing up Aristotle.

215.) Only individual rights exist. Libertarian Handbook, 1973, on Spooner.

216.) The ideas that men have an equal right to pursue their interests and that when they do so the general public benefits, gained hold ... Clarence B. Carson, The Freeman, 4/76. (Public Interest, Self-Interest)

217.) The free society is ruled by one cardinal principle: "Respect the rights of others, then do what you please." To the extent that this principle is observed by men, they and their societies are free. To the extent that it is violated, they and their societies are enslaved. - Duncan Yuille : Human Rights, leaflet.

218.) A group, as such, has no legitimate claim to rights. "A man can neither acquire new rights by joining a group nor lose the rights which he does possess. The principle of individual rights is the only moral base of all groups or associations." - Ayn Rand, quoted in O'Neill's Ayn Rand's Philosophy, p.46.

219.) No relative, no teacher, no policeman, no judge and no parliament has the right to tell you what to do with your own body, mind and income. -D. Yuille, in leaflet on Human Rights.
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220.) No man has a natural right to commit aggression on the equal rights of another. - Jefferson. (Aggression)

221.) Being right means never having to say you're sorry. - George G. Gilman, Edge, Blood on Silver, p. 72.

222.) Might is not right. - Merilyn Rose Fairskye, "free enterprise", 8/74.

223.) Right: May not always make might, but you'll not find it while on your knees. - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 118.

224.) For a right to make any sense, it must be enforceable. That is, a right without the right to prevent its violation, amounts to no right whatsoever. - Libertarian Handbook, 1973.

225.) The man who prefers his country before any other duty shows the same spirit as the man who surrenders every right to the state. They both deny that right is superior to authority. - Lord Acton, Nationality, The Home and Foreign Review, July, 1962.

226.) Privacy: The makers of our Constitution undertook to secure conditions favorable to the pursuit of happiness ... They sought to protect Americans in their beliefs, their thoughts, their emotions and their sensations. They conferred, as against the Government, the right to be let alone - the most comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men. ... - George Seldes, The Great Quotations, p. 780.

227.) The right to make a living is among the greatest of human rights. - Georgia Supreme Court, 1925, - quoted in reason, Oct. 74.

228.) It is a traditional right of the people to refuse acceptance of paper money. - Ulrich von Beckerath in Berlin Program. (Unless, naturally, they have issued it themselves or are in debt to its issuer - he qualified this elsewhere. - No paper money should have compulsory value and forced acceptance in general circulation. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
229.) You must recognize your rights and stand up for them. If you do not, other people define your role for you, and you stop being yourself. Your life space decreases ... - Herbert Fensterheim, Freedom Today, 10/75.

230.) Why does a person who doesn't know right from wrong always do wrong? - Source unknown.

231.) You cannot be TOO Right! - (Source?)

232.) I'd Rather Be Right - Kaufman-Hart-Rodger's musical show title.

233.) I would rather be right than be president. - Henry Clay.
234.) If a man acts at all times within his Rights, it is impossible for him, by their definition, to violate another's Rights. - Mark Tier, in Murphey's Rights vs. Human Rights.

235.) You can't go wrong doing what is right. - From book : The Magic of Self-Direction, Prentice Hall, 1965, quoted in Freedom Today, April 76.

236.) I believe in my right to be wrong, and still more in my right to be right. - Owen Lattimore: Gazette & Daily, York, Pa., January 7, 1956.

237.) My rights end where yours begin. - Duncan Yuille, leaflet Human Rights.

238.) Rights never conflict. Apparent conflicts arise from faulty understanding of the rights involved, often manifesting itself by someone's demanding more than his rights actually provide for. - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 109.

239.) Society, nation, country (or any other collective ) are merely terms for groups of individuals, and have no existence apart from those individuals. In reality, such collectives are diverse classes, containing many different types of individuals, rather than unified entities with a distinct consciousness, will or life. Thus logically the so-called 'rights of society' can be only a term for the individual rights of many separate persons; these rights do not and can not conflict. - D. Yuille, ibid.

240.) You have the right to attain your rights! - Herbert Fensterheim, Freedom Today, 10/75.

241.) Give to every other human being every right that you claim for yourself - that is my doctrine. - Thomas Paine.
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242.) Immanuel Kant was at this level: No one has a moral right to do anything that cannot be rationally conceded as a right to everyone else - the principle of universality. - L. E. Read, Notes from FEE, 3/73.

(J.Z.: A convicted felon, violent criminal, does not have the same right to bear arms as an innocent citizen has. - The same applies to infants and people with mental problems. - Rationality is the precondition for the claim to all human rights and the minimum rationality required is the recognition of the human rights of others. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)

243.) A primary right must always be a right to action, not to goods as such. All goods must be produced by prior actions and hence are already someone's rightful property. - John D. Lindl, Good Government, Feb. 73, quoted from The Freeman, Feb. 72.

244.) A 'right' of one person that can only be satisfied at the expense of another is obviously no right at all. It is a decree that sets up two classes of people, those served, and those required to serve. The proliferation of such laws is one of the most dangerous developments in recent U.S. political history. - John D. Lindl, ibid.

245.) But desires are NOT rights! - John A. Goodson, New Jersey Libertarian Party.

246.) No man ever has a 'right' to 'the unrewarded services of others'. - Ayn Rand, How Not to Fight Socialized Medicine.

247.) Let us first ask what are the natural rights of men, and endeavor to secure them, before we propose either to beg or to pillage. - Henry George, Social Problems.

248.) We should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right. - Henry David Thoreau, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, 1849.

249.) A man does what's right, not what's easy. - Paul Janvier.

250.) The right to act implicitly includes the responsibility for the consequences of one's action and the right to the use and disposal of the products of one's action. - John D. Lindl, The Freeman, Dec. 72.

251.) Rights are not inalienable, but only the possessor of a right can alienate himself from that right - no one else can take a man's rights from him. - Tibor Machan, in reviewing:The Market for Liberty, by M. & L. Tannehill. - reason. (J.Z.: A suppressed right is still a right although not one that can be freely practised. - J.Z., 24.11.05.) 
252.) Aboriginal 'rights'; women's 'rights' - any so-called minority 'rights' is the demand that the Rights of others in the community be violated to provide some privileges to the demanding group ... - Mark Tier, Murphy's Rights vs. Human Rights. 
253.) Once everyone's rights are secured, no further social change is necessary. - Quoted with disapproval in Outlook, Feb. 73.

254.) ... a human individual's most fundamental right is the right to his own life. - Garvan F. Kuskey, The Freeman, Nov. 73.

255.) ... a fundamental right ... benefits not only the holder but also all others in society ... - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., Freeman 11/73.

256.) If a man is right, he can't be too radical; if he is wrong, he can't be too conservative! - Josh Billings. (Radicalism, Conservatism)

257.) 'Do what's right, come what may' - is an expression of profound wisdom. Tolstoi on Civil Disobedience and Non-Violence, 188 (198, 108?) "Do what is right and bugger the consequences" is another version of the same idea.

258.) Free institutions can be properly worked only by men, each of whom is jealous of his own rights, and also sympathetically jealous of the rights of others - who will neither himself aggress on his neighbours, in small things or great, nor tolerate aggression on them by others. - Herbert Spencer, Essays, The Americans.

259.) Rights are conditions of existence required by man's nature for his proper survival. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 985/986.

260.) A public of rightless creatures is doomed to destruction. - Ayn Rand, ibid, 452.

261.) The right to one's own life implies a major corollary: the right to engage in the production of values which will sustain that life. - Gottfried Dietze, in Defence of Property - and Rothbard, Power and Market, pp. 176ff.

262.) Right - "a seminal power inherent in an individual just because he is a human being, notwithstanding (or sometimes, in spite of) the coercion of organized government. - Ridgway K. Foley, Jr., in The Freeman, 11/73.
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263.) 'Rights' are defined generally as 'powers of free action' - Black's Law Dictionary.

264.) ... a right need not favor one person to the detriment of another. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., Freeman 11/73. (J.Z.: "does not", rather than "need not"! - J. Z.)

265.) Every man has a right to his own body. - William Lloyd Garrison.

266.) If only one right is arbitrarily taken from men, then all the rest of their rights may suffer. - Carl Watner, on Spooner, reason 3/73.

267.) The Right to Life, with the attendant respect of every other person's Right to Life, is simply the guaranty that one will be free to provide for one's own life - whether alone or with the voluntary co-operation of others (i.e. living in a society) -in whatever manner one sees fit, free from the coercion of others. - Mark Tier, Murphey's Rights vs. Human Rights.

268.) Man exists with a particular nature which implies that he possesses particular rights whether or not the market or government acknowledges the fact. - Joel B. Byklebust, Libertarian Handbook, 1973.

269.) Spooner firmly upheld the view ... that only individual rights exist. - Libertarian Handbook, 73.

270.) ... rights are not to be held, given or received by your permission or mine. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 1022.

271.) You will always find me on the right side, sir, always! I cannot afford to get left.- Gen. McComb. - A. Bierce.

272.) The source of man's rights is man's nature ... - Paul Lepanto, Return to Reason, 107

273.) 1. Man derives, directly from the Creator, his rights to 'life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property'. These rights are inherent and inalienable. They are not mere privileges granted by government and subject to withdrawal at the whim of government.

2. To deprive a man of his God-given rights is to violate the moral law. Such violation will call forth its own penalties just as violation of any natural law, as for example the law of gravity, brings its punishment. - Admiral Ben Moreell, Log II/166.
(J.Z.: Would these rights disappear if there were no God or of God died or emigrated to another universe? Or would they remain the same rights for human and rational beings? Divine rights have no better divine foundation than the "divine rights of kings" or of parliaments have. - J.Z., 24.11.95.)
274.) First and foremost, rights are a claim of exclusive control. That which you do, or possess by right, I cannot properly interfere with. What, then, do you or I own exclusive title to?


First we own our own lives. If man has any rights at all, he must first and foremost have a 'right to life', for without life no thought, no choice and no action is possible. If I cannot control my own life, then there is clearly nothing else which I can control. Now, by my "life" I mean, essentially, my own mind, body and actions - the extensions of myself in time and space. Thus, as a consequence of my right to life, I also have a 'right to liberty', that is, to freedom of action ( so long as my actions do not violate the same right of others ). Lastly, as a consequence of my rights to life and liberty, I have a right to acquire property: entities external to myself. Since man is a material being, he must necessarily possess and consume other material entities in order to live. Thus man necessarily has a 'right to property' - meaning the right to use, control and dispose of external property. - Duncan Yuille, in leaflet "Human Rights".

275.) It is important to point out that since rights are a relationship of exclusive ownership or control, any group attempting to modify my ownership or control of my own property in the slightest degree, is for them ( to that extent ) to prevent my exercise of my rights. It is clear that both you and I cannot simultaneously have final say over a single piece of property. Either I control it, or I do not. If it is my property and you object to what I am doing with it, or not doing with it, you can properly protest, refuse to deal with me, and encourage others to do the same; but you cannot properly attempt to use force to compel me to act as you desire. This is the crucial dividing line between my human rights and yours. I have a right to control my property. Whether I am rational or irrational, fair or unfair, wise or stupid in the disposition of my property, it remains my property. - D. Yuille, ibid.

276.) Human rights are thus the right (meaning moral authority) of individual human beings to control their own life, liberty and earned property. Formally, rights may be defined as 'moral claims made by the criteria of possession (e.g. life), creation (e.g. value), earning (e.g. wages) or voluntary transfer (e.g. inheritance).' - Source?
277.) It is obvious that human rights in Australia today are being attacked on all fronts. For example, your right to property is violated by the politicians who think that they have the right to spend 60 % of your income ( the present average amount paid
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in taxes ) for you, simply because they think that a lot of other people agree with them. - D. Yuille, ibid,

278.) In logic, there are no such things as 'group rights', 'national duties', or 'debts to society'. All rights, duties and debts are of and to individuals. - Duncan Yuille, ibid.

279.) The grouping of men into a collective does not endow them with rights which they do not otherwise possess or an authority that they would not otherwise have. - D.Yuille, ibid.

280.) And the Roosevelt era brought the ... notion that your rights are limited by the needs of the state. - Karl Hess: Playboy interview, 7/76.

281.) There is no such thing as a man's right to a job, a right to a fair wage, or 'rights of consumers', just as farmers and businessmen have no rights to subsidies, tariffs, or other protection. - Ayn Rand, quoted in The Sydney Morning Herald, 23.3.76.

282.) We hold that individuals have the right to live in whatever manner they choose, provided they do not forcibly interfere with the equal rights of others to live in whatever manner they choose. - From WP leaflet: The Alternative.

283.) It was their faith that if man's inalienable rights are not impaired by other men, either directly or through the medium of political power, i.e. government, he can achieve spiritual growth and material blessings never before attained on earth. This was a shattering and revolutionary idea, an innovation in human history! And it worked even beyond their expectations ... Admiral Ben Moreell: The Admiral's Log, II/111.

284.) ... every individual, as long as he respects the rights of others, has the right to live his life as he alone sees fit, as a free trader on a free market. - "Tanstaafl", 4/76.

285.) The right to make up my own mind ... - Richard Cowper: Kuldesak, p. 177, Quartet Books, London 1973.

286.) Man exists with a particular nature which implies that he possesses particular rights, whether or not the market or government acknowledges the fact. - Libertarian Handbook, 1973, p. 87.
287.) Right was also might. - Antonia Fraser in her biography of Cromwell, p. 158.

288.) As such, a right is never based upon permission. - W.F. O'Neill: Ayn Rand's Philosophy, p.46.

289.) Too long denial of guaranteed right is sure to lead to revolution - bloody revolution, where suffering must fall upon the innocent as well as the guilty. - Ulysses S. Grant. ( J.Z.: The latter part does not apply to genuinely libertarian revolutions! - J. Z., 27.6.84.)

290.) Put personal rights above the social ordering. - Western World Review Newsletter, 11/71.

291.) What the concept of rights does not include is the right to restrict another's human rights. - Girard Baker in "Integrity", Vol. 4, No. 12.

292.) A man does what's right, not what's easy. - Eric Frank Russell.

293.) Right or wrong, left or right, red or blue, when used in a political sense, were meaningless except as labels designed to encompass everything for those whose minds encompassed nothing. - V. B. Vickers, Through Poppies Grow, Australasian Book Society, 1958, 127. (Though?)
294.) Better right than wrong.
295.) One cannot be too right.

296.) A right 'names some specific kind of action, identifies that action as being morally justified, and, consequently, prohibits social restraints on that action. - Paul Lepanto, "Return to Reason", 106. ( Not really an explanation, if one uses the terms "morally justified" and "prohibition"( to describe the opposite). - J. Z.)

297.) Do everything right!

298.) To love righteousness or intelligence or outstanding talent or virtue of any sort is to love freedom. - L. E. Read: Having my Way, 68.
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299.) Those denying the concept or rights can only decide upon contracts or arbitrariness, whim or power.

Contractual relationships do already presume pre-existing rights: the right to inform, express and oblige oneself, to hold or to dispose of property, an equality of rights, freedom to act, all kinds of economic liberties, while the second option assumes that man is a mindless animal, following his instincts and sensual kicks, regardless of others, an energized blob of protoplasm, destroying others or being destroyed, like microorganism: in permanent battle. - J. Z., 2.1.86. - Those imagining that only contracts can establish rights have, obviously, not comprehended the very concept of right, and the particular derived rights which are required to conclude valid contracts. Whence arises the right to conclude contracts? Is it God given? It is part of the natural rights and liberties, the natural laws, the human rights of human beings and rational beings. Thus the deniers of human rights and upholders of contracts only do actually confirm human rights, and this without awareness. One might argue that as unaware and ignorant people should be denied freedom of contract, in their own interest. They need guardians! - J.Z., 24.11.05.
300.) Are there "prisoners' rights'? - That amounts to asking: Are there rights and are there wrongdoers? Whoever leaves the basis of rights by committing wrongs, leaves the sphere of rights and enters the sphere of force, under rules and regulations set by those who, because of his aggression and that of others, have to take defensive steps against him and others. Thereupon they will tend not to recognize at least some of his former rights as applying to him for the time being, e.g. the choice of residence, freedom of movement, of jobs. And they will tend to see to it that he fulfills his obligations and duties, whether he likes them or not, unless they are willing to foot these bills themselves. - J. Z., 2.1.86, 24.11.05.

301.) A man's right to work as he will, to spend what he earns, to won property, to have the state as a servant, not as master. - Margaret Thatcher, Reader's Digest, 6/77.

302.) Right is right only when entire. - Victor Hugo, "Marius" ( Les Miserables, 1862 ), 4.4. tr. Charles E. Wilbour.

303.) Human Rights declarations did not prevail so far because they were all too incomplete. - J. Z., 21.11.85.

304.) Right is the agreement of everybody's arbitrary actions with the arbitrary actions of everybody else according to a general principle of freedom. It is accompanied by the authority to enforce it. - Immanuel Kant. (Compare: 213.)
Right is the restriction of arbitrary actions of each so that they agree with arbitrary actions of others according to a general law of freedom. Kant, Populaere Schriften, 63.)
305.) They have rights who dare defend them. - Roger Baldwin, R.D., 5/85. (J.Z.: The cowards have rights, too, but they will not always be able to enjoy them. - J.Z., 10.11.05.)
306.) It is far better to be right than to support a cause that wins but is wrong. When enough individuals realize this, then - and only then - right will be victorious.

In the long run, only right can be victorious anyhow, because that which is wrong violates the laws of nature and is self-destructive.

In the long run only capitalism (free enterprise) can win because it is the only social system that does not violate the laws of nature. - Prof. Galambos, From Vote for Principle, Series No. 1, published by the CCI Bookshelf.

307.) Your liberty to swing your arms ends where my nose begins. - Quoted by Stuart Chase in Vital Speeches of the Day.

308.) There is a need for free competition, first of all between individuals, later internationally. Freedom to invent, work, exchange, sell, and buy. Freedom to price one's products. And simply no intervention by the State outside of its special sphere. In other words: 'Laissez faire, laissez passer'. - De Puydt, Panarchy, p. 3.

309.) Liberty does not consist in mere declarations of the rights of men. It consists in the translation of those declarations into definite action. - Woodrow Wilson, Address, Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 4 July, 1914. ( See also under duties and human rights.)

310.) Freedom to do what one's conscience says is right. - Lord Acton's definition of liberty.

311.) Rights are nothing but artificial divisions of the general claim to exercise the faculties - application of that general claim to particular cases; and each of them is proved in the same way by showing that the particular exercise of the faculties referred to is possible without preventing the like exercise of faculties by other persons. - Herbert Spencer. - ( A truly Kantian definition - or shall I call Kant's a truly Spencerian definition? - J. Z., 8.1.1986.)
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312.) It may be said that the universal and lasting establishment of peace constitutes not merely a part, but the whole final purpose and end of the science of right as viewed within the limits of reason. - Immanuel Kant, The Science of Right.
(J.Z., Has anybody said it better, in a nutshell, why this kind of compilation is reproduced in my PEACE PLANS series? - J. Z., 7.1.1986.)

313.) In short, every man's natural rights are first, the right to do, with himself and his property, everything that he pleases to do and that justice towards others does not forbid him to do; and, secondly, to be free from all compulsion by others, to do anything whatever, except what justice to others requires him to do. - Lysander Spooner, Letter to Cleveland, Works I, 97.

314.) The only ground upon which exclusion of the right of voting is consistent with justice, would be to inflict it as a punishment for a certain time upon those who should propose to take away that right from others. - Thomas Paine, First Principles of Government. (J.Z.: There was a time when even great minds like his imagined that it would be a great thing to have a political vote. - J. Z., 7.1.1986.) - (The political and territorial vote and the "right" to be a candidate and to become elected by a majority in a territory, has nothing to do with human rights, natural rights, the moral law or natural law. It is merely a constitutional arrangement that can be rightful only for communities of volunteers. Otherwise it is merely a substitute of ballots for bullets, i.e., a means for wrongful coercion. At most it is a "civil right" contracted for. - J.Z., 24.11.05.)
315.) ... every man has a right to give an opinion but no man has a right that his opinion should govern the rest. - Thomas Paine, First Principles of Government.

316.) He that would make his own liberty secure, must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he violates this duty, he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself. - Thomas Paine, ibid, 1795.

317.) Any preoccupation with ideas of what is right or wrong in conduct shows an arrested intellectual development. - Oscar Wilde, Phrases and Philosophies for the Use of the Young.

(J.Z.: The totalitarians of the right and the left do try to teach this to their young people, too. Wilde failed here to make the simple but decisive distinction between conduct in private, between consenting adults and conduct "in public", i. e. towards dissenting adults and children.

Is there any wrong or crime for which some intellectuals do not find an excuse and some nicely turned phrase? This is one of the reasons for attempting to compile "Slogans for Liberty".

Within the private or public - but still internal conduct among members of voluntary communities - everything is constitutionally, legally, juridically or customarily right or wrong what the voluntary members of these communities consider to be so, for their voluntary members, at their own risk and expense. - If for themselves they wish to institutionalize e.g. censorship and abolish the right to inheritance, then to them such rulings do apply, as long as they stay members of such a community. - They may freely apply, among themselves, all kinds of other idiocies or irrational rules. For them they would be rightful and even necessary lessons, on their road to enlightenment. But they would certainly not universal moral rules, rights or just decisions for all others - J.Z., 7.1.1986, 24.11.05.).

318.) Knowledge has so corrupted them, they have forgotten how to think morally. Intellectuals are the curse of the twentieth century." - Eric Lambert in "Glory thrown in".

(J.Z.: Knowledge? A philosophy full of clichés and myths and weak theories! Incomplete knowledge or "knowledge" of errors would have been better. Ignorance and prejudices do not make the realization of a society in accordance with natural rights any easier. And perhaps no one is more ignorant today of natural and human rights than the majority of today's "intellectuals". - J. Z., ca. 1965 & 7.1.1986 & 24.11.05.)
319.) ... to prevent tampering with the right of others to meet their crises in their own way, whether this may mean victory or defeat." - Vernon W. Glasser, "BCL 362", in ANALOG, 3/1972.

320.) The idea that the full range of all natural rights does apply only to rational or reasonable beings is still strange to most people, although in concrete cases they do also favor it.(*) For that reason, I not only compiled my own draft based upon this distinction and tried to defend it there and in various letters, but am always looking for confirming views. A monograph on this has still to be written. - J.Z., 7.1.86. (*) E.g. in their stand towards the rights of children, sometimes even of women. - J.Z., 24.11.05.
321.) The underlying basis of a free political system and a free economy is moral. Unless man is inwardly free - able to distinguish between good and evil, right and wrong, capable of making intelligent and prudent decisions in his own interest on his own account - the whole fabric of free institutions rests on a foundation of sand. - William Henry Chamberlin: Man's Destiny, The Freeman, August 1963.

322.) Granting the political and other criminal/animals major rights and powers, while not granting the full range of individual rights to the rational people among their victims, is a recipe for disaster. - J. Z., 7.1.1986.

323.) It is my responsibility to respect your rights. It is your responsibility to respect my rights. Genuine rights and responsibilities are in a symbiotic relationship. It is absurd to consider them apart or even as opposites. - J.Z., 10.11.05.
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