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    Responsibility

1.) At first glance it would seem that the word 'responsibility' is made up of the two concepts 'response' plus 'able'. If we are able of response, then we are response-able. However, this is not the etymology of the word. The word 'responsibility' comes from the Latin 'spondere', meaning to promise. Response means to fulfill a promise; if we promise something and are able to fulfill that promise, then we have a responsibility to do so. - Theodore Cahn: Forced Integration, 17.

2.) Allow everyone maximum opportunity to become self-responsible. - L.E. Read, The Love of Liberty, 96.

3.) When Goodman referred to himself as a 'neolithic Conservative', it was a reflection of his basic agreement with Burke and other conservatives who argued that man's first freedom consists of the right to protect his fundamental ties with nature. Since organized government is only a secondary form of human association, it has no right to coerce the individual into violating his social responsibility to primary social attachments such as peer group, family and community. - Reichert: Partisans of Freedom, 571.

4.) ... freedom means individual responsibility. - David Thoreau Wiek, quoted in Reichert, ibid, 546.

5.) As soon as the idea of government responsibility had taken root the evil was done. It is a mistake to suppose that government effort and individual effort can live side by side. The habits of mind which belong to each are so different that one must destroy the other. - Auberon Herbert, Mack edition, p. 77.

6.) Our trouble with government is that it teaches us to shift responsibility to it. When we do, we get the idea that government has solved the problem. It hasn't. - Robert LeFevre, Lift Her Up, Tenderly, 197.

7.) And they shift responsibility for their own safety and well-being over to the few men in government. - LeFevre, ibid, 189.

8.) Together - those who eagerly shed responsibility and those who as avidly assume it for others - they present not only a collapse of self but a landslide to tyranny. - L. E. Read : The Coming Aristrocracy, 20.

9.) He who allows oppression shares the crime. - Erasmus Darwin, The Botanic Garden, Pt. ii, canto 3, 1.458. (If he had the option to allow or disallow! - J.Z., n.d. - We are still far from awareness and realization of individual sovereignty, which would give us the required choice and decision-making power and from the panarchistic institutions that would realize individual sovereignty in the political, economic and social spheres. - J.Z., 24.11.05. - See under: Oppression, Subordination, Resistance, Statism, Territorialism, Voluntarism.
10.) Everybody's business is nobody's business. - 17th. century proverb.

11.) ... it is impossible to keep liquor away from any adult who is determined to have it. The United States Government wasn't that powerful. I'll go further. It is impossible for anyone to be responsible for another person's behavior. I spoke of myself as 'responsible' for this group; that was verbal shorthand. The most I can do - or you, or any leader - is to encourage each one to be responsible for himself. - Robert Heinlein in Farnham's Freehold, 72.

12.) You are the sovereign authority for your life. You are the ruler who makes the decisions regarding how you will act, what information you will accept. You do it anyway - but if you recognize that you do it, you can gain much greater control over your future.

Once you know that the responsibility begins and ends with you, you start treating information more carefully, you act more deliberately, and you get results that more directly bring you what you need to be happy. - H. Browne, How I Found Freedom in an Unfree World, 161.

13.) ... the state can no more assume the responsibility for one's welfare, security, prosperity than can a committee of baboons. Indeed, the responsibility for self is no more transferable than is breathing. - L. E. Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 180.

14.) A person can be done a great disservice if he is not made to suffer the consequences of his actions. - C. Bevans, CPO Training School, 12.4.78.

15.) ... the thing that shows the man is his willingness to accept responsibility for himself and his action. - Louis L'Armour, "Tucker", p. 19.

16.) Don't be so frightened of responsibility. There is no happiness without it. - From film: The Fiercest Heart".

17.) When you make somebody responsible ... you make everybody else irresponsible. - "St. John's bread". - Provided the matter is everybody's concern. J. Z.
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18.) It is easy to dodge our responsibilities, but we cannot dodge the consequences of dodging our responsibilities. - Lord Stamp, born 1907.

19.) The Law of Compensation is an instance: knowing that something dropped should be picked up; that a door opened should be closed; that a promise made should be kept; that money borrowed should be repaid; that with every right there is a responsibility. - L. E. Read : Elements of Libertarian Leadership; 171.

20.) In our complex society people have been trained to delegate their social responsibilities to public agencies which are beyond their control. - "Red & Black", 4/73.

21.) Every limitation on the powers of organized authority represents a step in this direction. Every assumption of responsibility by people - private citizens - individually and collectively, represents a step in this direction. - R. B., "More than Apathy, Views and Comments, Libertarian League, N.Y., No. 47, summer 64. (Assume responsibility for your own affairs. - J.Z.) Compare: MYOB.
22.) Responsibility encompasses the attribute of accepting the results of human action without attempting to shunt these consequences onto the shoulders of other human beings. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., The Freeman, 1/76, p.43

23.) Both corporate and governmental enterprises tend to prove the natural law that one takes less care with the lives, liberties and properties of others than he does with his own. If Congressmen had to man machine guns, wars would end quickly. If Presidents had to pay the bills for housing and feeding those unwilling to work, the budget would balance. If judges had to live next door to suspects on bail, less criminal relapse would mar the community. - Ridgway K. Foley Jr., in: The Freeman, 1/76, p.51.

24.) ... act always in accurate response to our highest individual standard of morality, realizing that there is never any escape from a personal responsibility for any collective action in which the individual (*) participates. - L.E. Read: Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 56.

(*) Here I would add: "voluntarily". - J. Z.)

25.) To be a person, means accepting full responsibility for our acts of choice and our conduct. - Edmund Opitz, The Freeman, 7/75.

26.) Full responsibility for ourselves is denied in order to make us dependent on whatever political regime happens to be in control of the government apparatus. - L. E. Read, Elements of Libertarian Leadership, 64.

27.) True freedom exists only where it is fostered by the spirit of personal responsibility. Responsibility towards one's fellow men is an ethical feeling arising from human associations and having justice for each and all as its basis. - Rudolf Rocker, Nationalism and Culture, 1933.

28.) Men can not alienate their moral responsibility to themselves or others by simply electing representatives to make laws, and operating through other such mediating political institutions. Nor can they show moral responsibility by seizing the state machinery and using it for their own goals. Freedom is the greatest good and this kind of life-style is not an easy one. - Libertarian Analysis, Winter 70, editorial 4.

29.) He who is morally responsible must pay. Abandon this principle, and you abandon your sovereignty as a free man. - Gary North, The Freeman, 5/76, p. 275.

30.) Free Men: Are bound by a thousand chains of conscience, love and duty; it is the slave to himself who stumbles through life unattached and careless, given to loose talk and loose thinking. - D. R. Runes, Treasury of Thought, 48.

31.) ... reassert individual responsibility and … restore to the people individual control over their own lives. - Roy Childs, Liberty Against Power, 8.

32.) The individual can become resentful. As he loses freedom, he tends to shed responsibility. - W. H. Peterson, Freedom 2/75.

33.) When the Athenians finally wanted not to give to the State, but the State to give to them, when the freedom they wished most for was freedom from responsibility, then Athens ceased to be free and was never free again. - Miss Edith Hamilton, quoted by Admiral Ben Moreell, The Admiral's Log, II, p.115. (J.Z.: The "give and take" relationship should anyhow be replaced by one of free exchange, or ordering, hiring, buying and paying for the services one wants - in order to maximize individual responsibility. - J. Z., 29.6.84.)

34.) With every right there is a responsibility. Just once, I wish someone would demand his responsibility. - Paul Sweeney, The Reader's Digest, 10/69. (J.Z.: He had probably only unjustified claims against others in mind, not individual rights. - J. Z.)
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35.) Political responsibility, further, might seem better served by a decent tendency to go about one's affairs and not rush about having views on questions which are in fact other's private business. - William Stoddard, reason, 3/74.

36.) No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible. - Stanislaw Lee, The Reader's Digest, June 1968. (J.Z.: Well, is it? Men are not just snowflakes. With an effort they can reason and make more reasonable choices. They should be given all the choices proper to a rational being. - J.Z., 29.6.84.)

37.) ... decentralized responsibility offers the best hope. ... Dean Smith, Conservatism, p. 210.

38.) The problem is to make sure that people bear the costs for which they are responsible. A market system rests fundamentally on such an arrangement. - Milton Friedman, Playboy, 2/73.

39.) Should we make "it our business to see that the child from his birth has every comfort lavished upon him and every personal responsibility removed from him? - Ernest Benn, Why Freedom Works, p. 74.

40.) Bastiat understood more clearly than any other man of his time the painful lesson that societies will never change for the better until the individuals composing that society come to understand fully their own moral responsibilities. Once enough men fully perceive that responsibility and thereby release the productive energies which come from full development of that responsibility, we will have both a moral and a prosperous society. Meanwhile, the schemes of the social architects will continue to lead us astray. - Roche III, Bastiat, 164.

41.)"Look after your own responsibilities."(Mind your own business.)

42.) Do not let responsibility be shunted onto other shoulders. - Free after William H. Peterson, The Freeman, 2/74.

43.) When freedom submits to a formula it rids itself of responsibility, the responsibility to one's own axioms. To check one's thought and behavior against the dictates of one's conscience may prove unflattering; to chart one's course by such a check-up requires a powerful will; it is to avoid such revelation and responsibility that people are prone to hide behind rituals, committees, flags and by-laws. But, flight from individual responsibility amounts to abandonment of freedom. You are not free when you refuse to make choices in your own name. You enslave yourself when you take refuge from the consequences of your decisions in an organization, a nation or any collective fiction. To Thoreau such "escapism" was unthinkable, queer. So he writes: "As a snow-drift is formed where there is a lull in the wind, so, one would say, where there is a lull of truth, an organization grows up." For him there was never a lull of truth. - Frank Chodorov: Out of Step, 202.

44.)"But I feel responsible. He's my Chinese obligation." He shook his head still again. "No, in sober truth, no person can ever be truly responsible for another human being … " - Robert Heinlein, Podkayne of Mars, 120.

45.) ... a state which removes all choice and responsibility from its people and makes them like broiler hens, will create the irresponsible society ... - Boyson, Down with the Poor, 5.

46.) Accept responsibility! - A common saying. - For your own lives and your own death risks. - J.Z., 29.6.84.

47. Those who don't want responsibilities over others are the only ones with whom it would be somewhat safe. - J. Z. 19.4.77, 31.7.78.

48.) … humans will act responsibly if you hold them responsible for their actions. - F. Paul Wilson, The Healer, 98.

49.) ... the process by which we assign responsibility ... is perverse. - Cornuelle: Demanaging America, 51.

50.) The man who refuses to judge, who neither agrees nor disagrees, who declares that there are no absolutes and believes that he escapes responsibility, is the man responsible for all the blood that is now spilled in the world. - Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 978.
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