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The International Society for Individual Liberty is pleased
to be the new sponsors of  Laissez Faire Books. For three
decades LFB has been a prime source for l ibertarian edu-
cational material. And we intended to continue, and ex-
pand, that tradition.
     Your purchase from LFB does more than you may
realize. Proceeds from sales allow us to sponsor new
books that would never see the light of day otherwise
through our Cobden Press publishing arm. In addition,
we will sponsor books for l ibraries, schools and non-profit
organizations around the world. And you can donate to
such causes through ISIL which is a registered non-profit
educational organization.
     The acquisition of LFB was unexpected so we are sti l l
getting a grasp on things. There will be a period of tran-
sition. But we will deal with your orders as quickly and
efficiently as possible. It may take some time to have the
new web site fully functional. But you will receive a regu-
lar newsletter from us in PDF format that you should be
able to open and enjoy.
     This will be our special holiday edition. With various
holidays coming up over the next few weeks this is a
traditional time of giving. And many of you will be look-
ing for quality l ibertarian oriented gift suggestions. Here
are some we have put together for you. To order any of
these please email laissezfairebooks@gmail.com. Do not
include credit card information. Upon receipt of your
order we will email you with secure, on-line payment
options and a copy of  your invoice. Your patience and
support during this time of transition is appreciated.
     We hope you enjoy our new format, with articles of
interest, and please feel free to pass copies of this on to
anyone you think would be interested.

A message to all
Laissez Faire Book

 Customers

Human
Action

Boxed Set
Four Volumes

Here is a new 4 volume slipcase edition of  Ludwig von Mises’
classic defense of f ree markets. This is the ideal gift for anyone
interested in economics or l ibertarian ideas. And in this new
slipcase set it is lovely to look at and easier to read. Available in
either hardcover or paperback sets. Four volumes, 1,128 pages.
Hardback set $60.00. Paperback set $36.00.

Other titles by Mises.

of a bureaucracy. In the market economy
entrepreneurs are driven to serve con-
sumers by their desire to earn prof its and
to avoid losses. In a bureaucracy, the
managers must comply with orders is-
sued by the legislative body under which
they operate; they may not spend with-
out authorization, and they may not de-
viate f rom the path prescribed by law.
Hardcover, 120 pages. $18.00; paper-
back $10.00.

The Anti-Capital ist Mentality
Explains the causes of the irrational fear and hatred many intel-
lectuals and others feel for capitalism. Mises enumerates and
rebuts the economic arguments against, and the psychological
and social objections to, economic f reedom in the form of capi-
talism. Hardcover, 84 pages, $16.00; paperback $10.00.

Social ism
A newly annotated edition of this 1922 classic. Here is the de-
finitive refutation of nearly every type of socialism ever de-
vised. This is the book that turned Hayek away f rom socialism.

Hardcover, 596 pages, $25.00, paperback $12.00.

L iberalism
If Socialism refuted what Mises opposed, Liberalism outline
what he believed. Mises defends the classical l iberal position
of free markets, private property and social tolerance. Hard-

cover, 203 pages, $24.00. Paperback, $12.00.

Bureaucracy
A classic fundamental examination of the nature of bureaucra-
cies and free market alternatives in juxtaposition to various
political systems. Bureaucracy contrasts the two forms of eco-
nomic management—that of a free market economy and that

Tax Deductible Books
Any books in this catalogue can be given to any library,
school or student of your choice and be tax-deductible.
ISIL is a non-profit education foundation with 501(c)3 sta-
tus. Provide us with the name and shipping address of the
library, school, student, or non-prof it organization that you
wish to nominate to receive the books. Pick the books you
wish donated. Then make a donation to ISIL covering that
cost and the titles you selected will be donated as per your
specifications. To avoid problems with the tax authorities
please do not nominate students from your immediate fam-
ily.
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God: The Failed Hypothesis
Many authors claim that modern science supports the proposi-
tion that God exists, but very few authors have directly chal-
lenged this assertion. Physicist Victor J. Stenger points out that

if scientific arguments for the exist-
ence of God are included in intel-
lectual, not to mention political dis-
course, then arguments against his
existence should also be considered.
In God:  The Fail ed Hypothesis,
Stenger argues that science has ad-
vanced sufficiently to make a defini-
tive statement on the existence —
or nonexistence — of the traditional
Judeo-Christian-Islamic God. He in-
vites readers to put their minds and
the scientific method to work to test
this claim. Hardcover, 294 pages.

List price $28. Our price, $18.25.
     “ Marshalling converging arguments from physics, as-
tronomy, biology, and philosophy, Stenger has delivered a mas-
terful blow in defense of reason.”  Sam Harris, author, The End
of Faith.

Art: A New History
A fabulous chronicle of human crea-
tivity in the arts served up with  Paul
Johnson's immensely readable prose
and insightful commentary. "Of  all the
problems which af fl ict  artists,"
Johnson writes, "the most important
is choosing between conformity and
freedom."
     Johnson celebrates bold individu-
alists l ike Donatello, Michel-angelo
and Rembrandt, antiwar artists l ike Jacques Callot and Fran-
cisco Goya. He sings the praises of gifted maverick printmaker
Honore Daumier who "detested authority in any shape." Johnson
denounces hypocrites l ike Picasso who sided with communists
and prospered among Nazis. Amidst the rubble of modern art,
Johnson hails representational artists Norman Rockwell and
Andrew Wyeth who, despite ridicule from the art establishment,
gave pleasure to mill ions. Delightfully informative and opin-
ionated. Hardcover, 777 pages. List price $39.95. Our Price,
$14.95.

Four bil l ion years ago, there was no free will because there was no life. What kinds of freedom have
evolved since then? Can there be f reedom and free will in a deterministic world? Daniel C. Dennett,
author of Darwin's Dangerous Idea, sets out to answer these questions, showing how we, alone
among the animals, have evolved minds that give us free will and morality.
     "This is a man who truly loves science and enjoys reporting on it and trying to relate it to the
philosophical points he is making ... showing how basic norms of moral behavior might have emerged
naturally rather than on stone tablets carried down from on high. Dennett is crisp and critically
insightful on all sorts of flabby presuppositions, such as those about the inevitabil ity of genetic
determinism, those claiming the supposed self-interest of all actions, and assumptions about the
essential value of being natural or of cherishing what Mother Nature has done for us."—Washington
Post. Hardcover, 368 pages. List price $24.95. Our price $11.95.

Liber tar ianism
John Hospers
Signed copies

Other than a limited edition
edi tion published in the late
1980s this book has been out
of print for almost 35 years.
Yet this is one of the founding books of the
modern libertarian movement. A professor of
philosophy, Dr. Hospers became friends with
Ayn Rand. Although not a libertarian at the time
of their meeting Hospers progressively came
around to Rand’s way of thinking.
     Hospers became the first presidential candi-
date for the Libertarian Party. This book explains
Hospers’  take on l ibertarian ideas and how they
apply to today’s world. Paperback, 502 pages,
$27.95. We have 25 signed copies available at
this time.

Freedom Evolves

Initially sponsored by the University
of Chicago Chapter of the Intercollegi-
ate Society of Individualists, the New
Individualist Review was more than the
usual “campus magazine.” It declared
itself “founded in a commitment to hu-
man liberty.” Between 1961 and 1968,
seventeen issues were published which

New Individualist Review

attracted a national audience of readers. Its contributors spanned
the libertarian-conservative spectrum, from F. A. Hayek and
Ludwig von Mises to Richard M. Weaver and Will iam F.
Buckley, Jr. Paperback (large size), 1,011 pages, $15.00.
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You Can’ t Buy
This Book.

     For over 25 years now the International Society for Individual Liberty has
been conducting global l ibertarian summits around the world. The only people
who have been privileged to know about the presentations given were those
who attended -- until now. Globalization and Liberty is the first book to collect
some of these speeches in one place.
     This collection looks has two main sections. The first looks at the globalized
world in a l ibertarian context and the second looks at the libertarianism in the
globalized world. Here is what you can expect to find inside.
     L ibertarians and Tolerance • Dr. Milton Friedman  -- Friedman discusses
the paradox of l ibertarianism. He notes that l iberty is tolerance of others, re-
specting their right to run their own life since you have no way of  knowing
whether you can run it any better. Yet some great l ibertarian heroes have of ten
been very intolerant.
     Building Bridges, Not Walls • Prof. Edgar Piña Ortiz looks at the relation-
ship between the United States and Mexico from a peaceful, l ibertarian per-
spective.
     Globalization as a Peace Strategy • Prof. Erich Weede, a well known professor of  sociology discusses how free trade
and exchange help promote peace in the modern world.
     Globalization and L abor M arket  • Prof. Jan Narveson, who teaches philosophy at the University of  Waterloo, looks at
the issue of free movement of  labor.
    Open Immigration: Courage, fear and ethics • Prof. Ken Schoolland explores the arguments made against open immi-
gration and f inds the arguments wanting.
    Tax Competit ion: Controll ing L eviathan • Dr. Daniel Mitchell, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute argues that tax
competition between nations helps limit state power.
     In Praise of Non-Centr alism • Robert Nef, of Switzerland, studied law in Zurich and Vienna and is the Director of the
Liberales Institut. Here he presents a shortened version of his book by the same title, on the virtues of decentralized power
structures.
    The Failure of Gover nments to L imit State Power  • Prof. Butler Shaffer, professor of  law at Southwestern Law School,
discusses the failure to l imit state power in the modern world but that the modern political structure is on the verge of
imploding.
     The L imits of Democracy • Sir Samuel Brittan is one of England’s most respected financial journalists. He is a recipient
of the George Orwell and Ludwig Erhard prizes. In this talk he discusses the fail ings of democratic structures and why
democracy should not be confused with l iberty.
     On the M oral Justificat ion of Capitalism • Prof. Narveson returns to discuss why capitalism is morally justified.
    Feminism and L iberty  • Wendy McElroy, a former columnist for FOX News and the author of  numerous books on
feminism discusses the link between feminism, properly understood, and liberty.
     Fundamentalism versus L iberalism • James Peron, coauthor of Liberty Reclaimed and author of several other books,
investigates the conf lict between religious fundamentalism and classical l iberalism.
     Paperback, 168 pages, $12.95

So why can’t you buy this book? Because no one can. It hasn’t been printed yet. And it may never be printed either. The
layout is finished, the cover designed. It’s ready for the presses. But it takes $3,000 to get those presses running. Laissez Faire
Books and Cobden Press are part of  an education foundation: the International Society for Individual Liberty. And our goal
is to print important l ibertarian books like this one and see libertarian literature as widely disseminated as possible. But we
can’ t do that without your tax-deductible donation. There are more details about our publishing program and how you can
contribute to publishing important works on page 8 of this publication. If you are will ing to help publish this book, and others
like, please email laissezfairebooks.gmail.com today and let us know. We will get back in touch with you within a few hours.
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Milton Friedman Video Set

Three half hour discussions with Dr. Milton Fried-
man on VHS. In the first, Taking It to the Limits,
Dr. Friedman discusses many of  the common ob-
jections to freedom and rebuts them. In the sec-

ond, The High and the Mighty, he debates former California
Governor Peter Wilson on the legalization of  drugs. And in the
Economy’s New Clothes he discusses the state of the U.S.
economy and whether the Depression was avoidable and what
the future may hold. Each video is 30 minutes. All three videos,

$39.90. L imited supply.

The Global War on Guns
In this important book, National Rifle As-
sociation CEO Wayne LaPierre details the
threat to the rights of gun owners posed
by the United Nations attempts to regu-
late gun possession.
     LaPierre reveals the secrets behind the
U.N. push for an international criminal
court that would usurp U.S. sovereignty
and open the door for global arms-controllers to enforce their
anti-gun agenda. And he explains how Americans can protect
their national sovereignty and independence. Hardcover, 276

pages, l ist price $25.99, our price $15.95.

Jefferson's
Second Revolution

Historian Susan Dunn here depicts a
decisive moment in American politics
and an election that trumps any today
for viciousness and real crisis. Feder-
alist incumbent John Adams preferred

a strong central government, national unity, and an
economy favoring manufacturing; Thomas Jefferson's Re-
publicans wanted power to rest in state governments, and
an agrarian society in which all members participated
equally. Though Jefferson won the popular vote in 1800,
there was a snag in the voting process that forced Con-
gress to intervene, and for a time it was unsure if the Fed-
eralists would relinquish power peacefully. Hardcover, 372
pages, l ist price $25.00, our price $11.95. L imited.

To Begin the World Anew
Historian Bernard Bailyn looks at the gen-
ius and ambiguities of  the American
Founders. A delightful collection of es-
says on the men who helped forge a na-
tion that was then uniquely free. Hard-
cover, 192 pages, l ist price $26.00, our
price $12.95. L imited supply.

Limited Supply Special Offers
The Hitchhiker 's Guide to

the Galaxy
One Thursday l unchti me an earthman
named Arthur Dent was visited by his ec-
centric friend Ford Prefect, who informed
him that he was not merely eccentric but
was in fact an alien, on Earth as a researcher
for The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy.

Shortly after that, Arthur's house was knocked down by a
bulldozer to make way for a highway bypass, and shortly
after that, the entire planet was incinerated by a fleet of space-
ships to make way for a hyperspace bypass. Af ter that, things
got a l ittle strange. All five novels of Douglas Adams' sci-fi
satire are gathered here, with photos and additional mate-
rial from the 2005 f i lm of the same name. Boxed set, 5 vol-

umes, 1,119 pages, $21.95.

The Hemp Revolution
Stigmatized as the source of marijuana, the
plant genus Cannabis also includes hemp, one
of the oldest cultivated plants and, until the
late 19th century, one of the most widely
grown. This documentary champions the cul-

tivation of hemp, describes its many varied uses (some of
which hemp performs better than other crops being grown
instead) along with the history that led to its prohibition,
and offers both visionary and practical solutions for its fu-
ture use for energy, medicine, food, clothing, paper, and
more. DVD, 75 minutes. List price $19.98, our price $9.95.

The Lost Tomb of Jesus
In 1980 a bulldozer accidentally un-
covered a first-century tomb in Jeru-
salem. Of the ten ossuaries (stone cof-
fins) found inside, six bore inscrip-
tions—including Jesus son of Joseph;
Mariamene (the name by which Mary
Magdalene was known); and Judah son

of Jesus. Dismissed by archaeologists as coincidence the
ossuaries were warehoused and forgotten; 25 years later
fi lmmaker Simcha Jacobovici and his team went in search
of the ossuaries and the lost tomb. This director's cut of
the Discovery Channel special includes more than an hour
of additional expert interviews. "Scripted like a cryptology
treasure hunt and centered on the Indiana Jones-ish per-
sona of Simcha Jacobovici."—NYTimes. DVD, 105 min-
utes, List price $19.99. Our price $10.95.

Please note some titles are in limited supplies and
can not be replaced. Fir st come, fir st served. You
will only be invoiced titles supplied.
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Frank Lloyd Wright Special

This two book special includes
Frank Lloyd Wright (hardcover)
by Naomi Stungo, a collection of
photographs including Wright’s
architecture, furniture designs and
stoneware. Scores of color photos.
The second volume in the set is

Wright Sites, a complete listing of Wright buildings which
are open to the public in the United State as well as l isting
for sites in Europe and Asia (paperback). Contains regional
maps and suggested weekend and day-trip itineraries. Two
books, 208 pages total, l ist price $27.90, our price $13.95.

Wilson’s War
Just how much damage can one
"idealist" do? According to Jim
Powell 's masterful book: quite a lot.
Without President Woodrow Wil-
son's decision to throw in with the
French and British during World
War I (1914-1918), the world might
have avoided some of the worst hor-
rors of the 20th century, including
the mass murders perpetrated by
Hitler and Stalin.
     Wilson's blundering per se did
not shape the politics, ideas or lead-

ers of  any foreign country. Rather, Powell contends that Wil-
son's actions made it easier for the monsters to rise. By break-
ing the stalemate between the Allied Powers and the Central
Powers, U.S. entry in the war enabled the all ies to impose vin-
dictive terms of peace. That meant Hitler could exploit German
feelings of humiliation to wrest power. Collateral missteps in
Wilson's policy toward Russia helped Lenin grab power in that
country. Lenin, of course, led to Stalin.
     We can't know for sure what would have happened if Wilson
had kept America out of  the war, had not urged Russia to re-
main as a combatant, had not cheered the revolutionaries com-
ing to power there without knowing anything about them. But
Powell builds as robust a case as one can build that American
involvement made matters worse, a lot worse, not better. His
interdisciplinary l ibertarian perspective -- Powell was a long-
time editor of Laissez Faire Books -- makes the book especially
satisfying and thought-provoking. Hardcover, 341 pages. l ist
price $27.50. Our price, $12.95.

Facts, Not Fear
Here is the guidebook for any parent or teacher
who has to explain environmental issues to
children during these days of sensationalist
yellow journalism. As the Green lobby works
inside the schools to scare your children into
accepting socialism or state central planning, in the name of
“saving the planet” , you need to have the counter arguments to
keep your children sane. Here they are. Paperback, 300 pages,
list price $17.95, our price $12.95.

Guilt, Blame and Politics
Allen Levitt’s book is a must-read classic that has
been under-appreciated. Levitt shows how social-
ist activism has been lead by guilt-ridden upper
class individuals not the working class that Marx
talked about. Well researched and documented.
Paperback, 259 pages, l ist price $16.95, our price

$9.95.

A Force More Powerful
The world over politicians have criminally attacked
their own citizens. This work explores how non-
violent resistance to evil state power has trans-
formed societies and brought dictators to their
knees. This is one every American ought to read. Hardback,
544 pages, l ist price $29.95, our price $14.95.

Words to the Wise
Here are some of the most pointed verbal
barbs of Dr. Thomas Szasz gathered together
in one collection. His comments are not only
intellectually stimulating but amusing as
well. This is a must for any fan of this great
thinker. Hardback, 258 pages, l ist price
$34.95, our price $17.95

Mugged by the State
Veteran writer Randall Fitzgerald reports
on the numerous victims of that organized
criminal racket called government. Every
day innocent people are caught in the legal
traps set for them by politicians. Owning
property or a business now opens the indi-
vidual up to a series of regulations and laws,
which no single person actually under-

stands. As a result the most peaceful of actions, or inaction, can
land you in jail for crimes you didn’t even know existed. Hard-

back, 155 pages, l ist price $27.95, our price $16.95.

Tethered Citizens
Sheldon Richman traces the history of the
welfare state to its authoritarian origins in
Bismarck's Germany. Born in such circum-
stances it is no wonder that the welfare state
is a leading mechanism for stripping individu-
als of their rights. Hardback, 150 pages, l ist
price $24.95, our price $12.95.
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     Around the world there are little bod-
ies of people who quite l iterally control
the destinies of  others. That thought hor-
rifies me. These are people who are al-
lowed to make decisions as to what other
people may, or may not, do with their own
lives, bodies or property. Individuals with
little or no stake in the results are able to
decide for people for whom their deci-
sion may literally be life or death.
     Consider the story of Ronald “Bo”
Ward. He owned a small business, Bo’s
Barber Shop down in Clarksvil le, Tennes-
see. Bo’s barber shop was something of
an institution. Part of the reason was that
Bo was will ing to give haircuts to local
military personnel even if they didn’t
have the money to pay for it. The com-
manding general of the 101st Airborne
Division and Fort Campbell actually is-
sued a statement about Bo. He called Bo
an “ icon”  “known for his hospitality,
warm smile and engaging conversation”
and someone “who genuinely cared about
soldiers.”
     Bo expanded his shop and found him-
self in some financial difficulties. He had
a way out; his home. He asked for per-
mission to rezone his property to com-
mercial. As commercial property the
value would increase and Bo would be
able to get the f inancing he needed to see
himself through the rough patch. A month
ago he said that if the application “doesn’t
go through, I lose my home, I lose my
shop, I lose everything I got.”
     But his plan requires asking a group
of faceless bureaucrats to grant him per-
mission to use his own property in a more
profitable way. The city council voted 5-
7 against the request.
     Bo’s response was simple: “Y’all have
put me under. I’m out of here.” Bo Ward
pulled out a handgun and shot himself in
the head. Bo’s life was out of his control.
It was in the hands of other people.
     Consider the problem of politics. Each
government off icial makes decisions
which have an impact on others. They
may give, or deny, permission to an indi-
vidual to use their l ife, l iberty or prop-
erty in the way that they choose. I f the
bureaucrats make the “right”  decision
they gain nothing. If they make the wrong

decision they lose nothing.
    They have nothing of substance on the
line, not l ike the people who’s l ives they
hold in the palms of their hands. A sim-
ple nod of the head can change a life. To
have such power over others strikes me
as inhumane. At the very best it is inde-
cent.
     I consider myself a rather smart guy. I
know where I stand on the IQ chart. I
know what I’ m capable of doing. Yet, I’d
never feel comfortable having this type

wrong” decision. It’s just another vote,
another decision. What those decisions
mean to the people they control is very
significant to them. For Piper it was just
another vote. For Bo Ward it was life or
death.
     Mayor Piper says the council “showed
no guilt because they did what they were
asked to do, as far as handling the busi-
ness of the city.”  The business of the city!
It was Bo’s business that they controlled
at that moment.

of power over the lives of other people.
It is one thing if individuals make a deci-
sion and discover it is the wrong one. But
what happens to these people when they
are powerless to make that decision and
are forced to rely on the decisions of oth-
ers, other people who lose absolutely
nothing if they act wrongly?
     Bo Ward’s l ife was out of his own con-
trol. It was handed over to a group of peo-
ple who call themselves the city council.
But does it really matter that much if they
are called a council or a lord, a king or
even “master” . Can humans ever realize
the danger and obscenity of  allowing
some people to rule over others?
     The city mayor, Johnny Piper, tells the
council “ How you voted was not right or
wrong.” What?? Is that really how he sees
things? The decisions politicians make
can literally destroy other people. And this
man actually says there is no “right or

     This is part of  the problem with the
political class, they see things as “affairs
of state” or “government business” when
in reality they are controll ing other hu-
man beings. Piper says he will be putting
in metal detectors because he’s concerned
about “ security for elected off icials.”
How nice! He’s concerned about himself
and his fellow politicians. How concerned
was he about Bo Ward and what impact
his decision would have on that one citi-
zen? Apparently not very concerned at all.
     Another city council member showed
a similar sensitivity. Council member
Marc Harris says he had no regrets over
his vote. “The vote should’ve been 12
nos,” he bitched. I guess the fact that five
council members didn’t agree with him
causes a problem. If it were unanimous
he could comfort himself by being part
of the collective.
Continued on next page

The tragic death of Bo Ward



One of  the insurmountable problems of
government is that it allows the sort of
thinking that Harris and Piper show so
clearly. Since they are each a member of
this impersonal machine they take no re-
sponsibility for what they do. It’s the sys-
tem. They can cast votes with l ittle con-
sideration that this might destroy people
and their l ives, they comfort themselves
that they personally are not responsible.
It is the system.
     Government is l ike a glorified lynch
mob where each participant convinces
himself that what he is doing must be right
since everyone else is doing it as well.
And Harris is acting like he’s the victim.
He says, “I ’m at the point where I want
my life back.” Sort of the way Bo Ward
wanted his l ife back. But Bo didn’t con-
trol his own life that night, the city coun-
cil did.
     This collective mentality, this idea of
seeing oneself  as just a cog in the ma-
chine called government, destroys the
concept of responsibil ity. Felix Morley
once wrote that “the State has no con-
science.” A conscience is the attribute of
an individual. But in politics decisions are
made by groups so no one individual feels
responsible.
     Each politicians feels less and less re-
sponsible for the outcome, as there are
more and more of them controll ing the
outcome. The “ government” decides not
the individual so the “government”  is re-
sponsible not the individual politicians.
And the bigger government gets the more
it has. But the bigger it gets the less there
is any sense of  individual responsibil ity
among those who wield that power. What
a lethal combination is being created by
this thing called government. More and
more power is concentrated in it while
there is less and less individual moral re-
straint.
     So you end up with people with vast
amounts of power over others, who have
no real incentive to make good decisions,
and who feel l imited responsibility for the
consequences of their decisions. The re-
sult of this is tragedy for the Bo Wards of
the world.
     The really sad thing is that most of the
Bo Wards out there, who have their l ives
devastated by government, simply never
make the news. And Bo Ward wouldn’t
have either but for the dramatic way in
which he ended his l ife. Consider an al-

ternative ending.
     Bo walks out of  the meeting dejected.
In a few months time the financial crunch
is too much. He can’t raise the funds he
needs and his business goes under. He
can’ t pay for his house and it is repos-
sessed. At his age, with just the skills of a
barber, he has limited job possibil ities. He
suffers great emotional stress watching
his family put out of their home.
     Maybe he takes to drink. It helps him
forget the troubles and the pain and shame
he feels in fail ing the people he loves. One
night, after a l ittle too much to drink, he
gets into his car but he never finishes his
journey. There is an accident and he is
kil led. There might be a mention in the
local newspaper about the local man, who
once owned a barber shop, and how he
was kil led in a car accident. Yet his fate
was actually sealed the night the council
voted 5-7 to deny him the right to use his
own property in the way he wished.
     With this sort of ending no one would
be traumatized, except his grieving fam-
ily and friends. The city council members
would continue on, blithely ignoring the
reality that they are controling the lives
of other people.
     Thousands of people daily have their
l ives turned upside-down by the politi-
cians. It might be the young National
Guard member who dies in Iraq. It may
be the cancer patient who can’t eat but
can’ t use marijuana medicinally to help
himself to treat the nausea.
     Vast powers, in the hands of fall ible
men and women, without the incentive
to do the right thing. Vast powers, being
held by people who feel l ittle moral re-
sponsibility for the outcomes they create.
And most of the time they never see the
trail of tragedies that they create during
their career of “serving” the people. They
never see it because the disasters happen

outside their range of vision. Bo Ward’s
action, as horrible and tragic as it was,
was done right in front of them.
     He didn’t let them escape the conse-
quences that they imposed on him by their
vote. He made it real to them. What they
do does direct the destiny of other human
beings. But the consequences of those
decisions rest almost entirely with the
victims of the politicization of l ife. Bo
Ward’s action made the consequences real
to the people who made the decision. For
that they will never forgive him. They will
denounce him. They will be angry with
him. They will tell everyone it was his
own fault.
     Bo Ward broke the il lusion that con-
troll ing the lives of other people is merely
a necessary thing. He brought individual
responsibil ity right into the laps of the
decision-makers. Instead of  going away
quietly, and suf fering the consequences
that the council would create, he made
those consequences apparent, and in-
stantly obvious to people who had long
ago forgotten that their power can destroy
the lives of others.
     This may haunt some of the politi-
cians. Most will ignore it. Most will for-
get that there are victims each time they
sign their resolutions or make their deci-
sions. Most will argue that they have no
moral responsibil ity for the trauma they
create. They will tell everyone how they
are necessary and they will pat each other
on the back. They will call it “serving
their fellow man” — I wonder if the plan-
tation owner convinced himself that he
was “ helping” the slaves he lorded over?
And when they retire they will give each
other laudatory farewell speeches and
awards and brag about their altruism. And
they can do this because, unlike Bo Ward,
most their victims went away and suffered
outside their view.
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Out-of-control , big government is putting the
squeeze on more and more Americans. Joel Miller
does more than merely show the tragedies inflicted
by statism. He explains how things go this way
and how people still  make efforts to pursue thei r
own happiness in spite of this interference. Hard-
back, 232 pages, list price $22.99, our price $14.95.

Size Matters
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 Free Bonus Items

As a supporter of  Laissez
Faire Books and its educa-
tional efforts we have some
bonus items for you. For any
order over $25 you will re-
ceive a FREE copy of Mark
Skousen’s What Every Inves-
tor Should Know About Aus-
trian Economics. If your or-
der is for more than $50 you
can pick one additional bo-
nus item from the list below.
For each additional $50 you
spend you may pick one ad-
ditional item. For a $100 or-
der you will receive the
Skousen title plus two books
of your choice from the list
below.
     This is our way of saying
thank you for your under-
standing during this period of
transition and for putting up
with the slight confusion that
is inevitable during such a
change over.
     These bonus items will
also apply if you wish to do-
nate a shipment of books to
any library, school, non-
prof it organization or stu-
dent. In addition to having
these items sent to the recipi-
ent of your choice your do-
nation to ISIL to cover the
cost is tax-deductible.

Bonus I tems:
Perilous Times
Telecosm
Regulation Without the State
Taxing Choice
Twelve Year Sentence
Bottomless Well
CEO of the Sofa

Donations to our parent or-
ganization, ISIL, can be
used to fund book dona-
tions to schools, l ibraries
and students. These are tax
deductible. Emai l us for in-
formation.

The CEO of the
Sofa

L ibertarian satiri st P.J.
O’Rourke looks at domestic
life with his usual flare. Here
is non-stop humor with a
pro-f reedom touch. Hard-
cover, 265 pages, l ist price $25.00. Our price
$5.95.

Bottomless Well
Peter Huber shows that the
consumption of energy cre-
ates more good things in l ife
including the abil ity to find
and harness more energy. In
a nutshell this book shows
why energy is not scarce,
why the price of  energy

doesn’t matter very much, and why the “waste”
of energy is both necessary and desirable. Energy
isn’t the problem; energy is the solution. Paper-
back, 214 pages, l ist price $15.95, our price $9.95.

Taxing Choice
Shows that the record of “ sin taxes” has been
anything but successful, as they have hindered
economic progress and
failed to deliver the prom-
ised social benefits. In ad-
dition, the costs of selective
taxation fall disproportion-
ately on l ower income
groups whil e politi cally
powerful special interest
groups benef it. “Sin taxes”
also foster political corruption and self-serv-
ing, largely unaccountable bureaucracies.
Furthermore, policies discriminating against
certain products and behaviors through tax
policy represent ominous trends that can eas-
ily be extended into other areas of l ife. If to-
bacco and alcohol are considered “dangerous”
and subject to discriminatory taxation, what
is to prevent the same taxes from being ap-
plied against fatty foods, sunbathing, or even
obesity? Hardback, 396 pages, l ist  price
$44.95, our price $14.95.

The 12-Year Sentence
This collection challenges the
very idea of compulsory edu-
cation. Radical when originally
written today it  seems pro-
phetic as state education goes from failure to
failure. Paperback, 236 pages, l ist price
$14.95, our price $7.50.

Telecosm
George Gilder demonstrates
that the ultimate resource is
human imagination. And no
where is this more apparent
than the realm of high tech-
nology. Gilder denounces
politicians and regulators for
their attacks on innovation.
Hardback, 352 pages, l ist
price $26.00, our price $12.95.

Peri lous Times
Geoffrey Stone shows that
every time the nation is in-
volved in war or conflict
that politicians immedi-
ately t ry to ext inguish
civil l iberties and strip the
population of their consti-
tutional rights. A lways

most at threat are the rights of f ree speech.
Yet free speech is the lifeblood of a free soci-
ety. So the very measures put in place to pro-
tect freedom are actually the biggest threats
to freedom. Hardback, 730 pages, l ist price
$35.00, our price $19.95.

Adam Smith’s 1776 classic explains that the

The Wealth of Nations

wealth of nations is
determined by the
well-being of  the
populace which is di-
rectly related to the
ability to make vol-
untary exchanges in
a free market. Two
volumes, paperback,
1,094 pages, $15.00.

Regulation Without the
State

The rising tide of government regu-
lation is provoking a reconsideration
of  the extent to which the state
should lay down rules for others.
Self-regulation and other forms of voluntary rule-
setting are being examined as substitutes for regu-
lation by government. The editors analyze the
forces behind and shortcomings of government
regulations and examine voluntary rule setting as
a better alternative. Commentary by seven dis-
tinguished scholars. Paperback, 93 pages, l ist
price $14.95, our price $8.95.

Deductible Donations



The Collected Works of
James Buchanan

This monumental twenty-volume col-
lection presents the writings of James
M. Buchanan, one of  the great twenti-
eth-century scholars of  l iberty.
Buchanan, the Nobel laureate in Eco-
nomics in 1986, has much wisdom to
offer—not just to economists and aca-
demics—but to all who seek to under-
stand the challenges and opportunities

of governance in our age.
“This is a series,” write the editors, “that no serious

scholar of public choice theory, public economics, or con-
temporary political theory will
want to be without. It is a series that will also appeal to the
general student of l iberty, for Buchanan has—perhaps more
than any other contemporary scholar—helped us to view
politics without the romantic gloss that characterizes much
normative political theory and that slips unthinkingly into
so much popular commentary. Buchanan has been a reso-
lute defender of ‘the ideal of  a society of free and responsi-
ble individuals’ and has been a painstaking analyst of the
institutional structure that might best support such a soci-
ety. Buchanan stands with von Mises, Hayek, Popper, and
Friedman as one of the great twentieth-century scholars of
l iberty.”

Includes: The Logical Foundations of Constitutional
Liberty; Public Principles of Public Debt; The Calculus of
Consent, Public Finance in Democratic Process; The De-
mand and Supply of Public Goods; Cost and Choice; The
Limits of Liberty; Democracy in Deficit; The Power to Tax;
The Reason of Rules; Politics by Principle, Not Interest;
Economic Inquiry and Its Logic; Politics as Public Choice;
Debt and Taxes;  Externalities and Public Expenditure
Theory; Choice, Contract and Constitutions; Moral Sci-
ence and Moral Order; Federalism, Liberty, and the Law;
Ideas, Persons, and Events; Indexes. Individual volumes:
hardcover $20.00, paperback $12.00. Twenty volume set,
hardcover, $320.00; paperback, $190.00.
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The Concise Encyclopedia of

Economics

In this easily accessible, user-friendly volume, respected econo-
mist David R. Henderson brings together 152 of the most bril-
l iant minds in economics to show how the analysis of economic
topics can il luminate many aspects of the average person’s daily
life. Some of the noted contributors include Nobel Prize win-
ners Gary Becker and George Stigler, former presidential eco-
nomic advisors, financial columnists, and economists such as

Armen A lchian, Don
Boudreaux, Deepak L al,
Anna Schwartz, Lawrence
Summers, and M urray
Rothbard. The entries cover
numerous topics including
basic concepts, discrimination
and labor issues, corporations
and financial markets, issues
in economic history, econom-
ics of legal issues, regulation,
envi ronmental regul ation,
taxes, economic policy, mac-
roeconomics, money and
banking, international eco-

nomics, economics outside the United States, economic sys-
tems, schools of economic thought, and more. Containing more
than 160 entries, The Concise Encyclopedia of Economics pro-
vides the reader with a wealth of economic analysis about im-
portant issues in a comprehensive, yet readable and engaging
format. Large size, 656 pages. Hardback, $45.00. Paperback,
$28.00.

Atheism: The Case Against
God

  George H. Smith sets out to demolish what
he considers the most widespread and destruc-
tive of all the myths devised by man - the con-
cept of a supreme being. With painstaking
scholarship and rigorous arguments, Mr. Smith
examines, dissects, and refutes the myriad
“proofs” offered by theists - the defenses of sophisticated, pro-
fessional theologians, as well as the average religious layman.
He explores the historical and psychological havoc wrought by
religion in general - and concludes that religious belief cannot
have any place in the life of  modern, rational man.
     “It is not my purpose to convert people to atheism . . . (but
to) demonstrate that the belief in God is irrational to the point
of absurdity. If a person wishes to continue believing in a god,
that is his prerogative, but he can no longer excuse his belief in
the name of reason and moral necessity.”  Paperback, 367 pages,
list price, $21.00, our price, $14.95.

“The natural tendency of every government is to grow steadi ly worse
- that is, to grow more satisfactory to those who consti tute i t and less
satisfactory to those who support i t.”          HL Mencken

JULY 10 -12, 2008
Bally’s Resort, Las Vegas

WWW.FREEDOMFEST.COM
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Why Cobden Press Matters?
And what you can do.

     Every day someone gets excited about l ibertarian ideas
and the promise they hold for the future. Most do it be-
cause of a book. It might be Atlas Shrugged, The Moon is
a Harsh Mistress, Human Action, or The Road to Serf-
dom, or hundreds of other titles. Books are like intellec-
tual land mines. When the right person picks up the right
book there can be an intellectual explosion.
     Almost 90 years ago Ludwig von Mises penned his
dissection of the errors of collectivism in his work So-
cialism. A young man, himself a mild socialist, picked it
up and read it. It changed his views. That man was
Friedrich von Hayek who went on to win a Nobel Prize in
economics and authored the best seller The Road to Serf-
dom, which itself influence tens of  thousands of people.
And sti l l  today words have this sort of impact. The politi-
cal left knows it and are churning out dozens of  books
daily droning on about global warming, nationalized
health care and any topic which they believe they can use
to push their agenda of centralized control. But in recent
years libertarian publishing has taken a knock. The real-
ity is that there is no single publisher anywhere dedicated
entirely to the production of l ibertarian books. We want
to change that.
     We have our f irst books ready for the presses with other
works in varying stages of production. Our inventory will
include fiction and non-fiction, new books and out-of-
print classics. And we want to get those books onto the
shelves of  l ibraries and schools around the country.
     We could publish dozens of titles almost immediately.
But an educational foundation like ourselves has no other
purpose than to spread important knowledge. But as a
501(c)3 foundation we have only the resources that do-
nors are will ing to grant us. To continue this publishing
venture your donations are important. One print run of a
book will cost approximately $3,000. Anyone donating
$500 or more will be listed in the book, if they wish, as a
sponsor of the book. Any individual who donates the full
$3,000 can have the book dedicated in their honor, or in
honor of the memory of  a loved one. In this case no other
sponsors are listed in that book.
     Every donor of $250 or more will receive one free copy
of each new title we publish between now and the end of
next year. We will also donate copies of  the book, in your
name, to various libraries, public, school or university and
you are welcome to nominate recipients. Your donation
is tax-deductible as ISIL, the new parent organization of
Laissez Faire Books/Cobden Press is recognized as a non-
profit educational foundation. To arrange your donation
contact laissezfairebooks@gmail.com.

Cobden Press: Preserving the
Legacy of L iber ty

This collection includes Mill ’s Autobiography, which tells of
his extraordinary education under the direct tutelage of his fa-
ther, and under the indirect influence of some of England’s most
renowned political economic thinkers, such as Jeremy Bentham.
At the tender age of three, Mill was reading Greek, and by eight
years of age he was well-versed in English history, classical
western philosophy, and arithmetic.
     These volumes also include Principles of Political Economy,
a compendium of economic theory ranging from Adam Smith
through the then-modern theories of  David Ricardo and
Bentham. Principles was the leading economics textbook for
nearly half a century and influenced generations of social and
economic thinkers.
     Primarily of  interest to economists is Mill’s Essays on Eco-
nomics and Society, in which he writes on the most compelling
economic problems and social concerns brought about by the
rapidly industrialized nineteenth-century Britain. The most in-
dispensable work for understanding Mill ’s thought is A System
of Logic, Ratiocinative and Inductive, which was the f irst seri-
ous attempt to methodize induction in relation to deduction.
     Essays on Ethics, Religion and Society includes Mill ’s re-
sponse to Benthamite uti l i tarianism and his development of his
own independent moral position.
     One of Mill ’s primary distinctions as a pedagogical writer
came from his abil ity to lucidly articulate the economic and
social thoughts of other thinkers, such as Adam Smith, David
Ricardo, John Locke, and Jeremy Bentham and to build further
upon the foundation of these thinkers’ work. Over the last cen-
tury and a half, much of Mill ’s thought has been criticized thor-
oughly and some of his theories have not been borne out by
historical experience, but his writings are sti l l  for the most part
as lively and as interesting today as when they were first pub-
lished, and all of his works are an invaluable part of the history
of modern economic, political, social, and philosophical thought.
Eight volumes, paperback, 5,110 pages, l ist price $74.95, our
price $59.95.

The Collected Works of
John Stuar t Mill

Pass it On: I f you enjoy this issue our pdf publica-
tion please feel  free to send a copy to fr iends.
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Defending the West

     Edward Said's influential work, Orientalism has received
wide acclaim, voluminous commentary, and translation into
more than f ifteen languages. Said’s main thesis was that
the Western image of the East was heavily biased by
colonialist attitudes, racism, and more
than two centuries of political exploi-
tation. Although Said’s critique was
controversial, the impact of his ideas
has been a pervasive rethinking of
Western perceptions of Eastern cul-
tures, plus a tendency to view all
scholarship in Oriental Studies as
tainted by considerations of power
and prejudice.
     In this thorough reconsideration of
Said’s famous work, Ibn Warraq ar-
gues that Said’s case against the West is seriously flawed.
Warraq accuses Said of not only willfully misinterpreting
the work of many scholars, but also of  systematically mis-
representing Western civil ization as a whole. With exam-
ple after example, he shows that ever since the Greeks
Western civil ization has always had a strand in its very
makeup that has accepted non-Westerners with open arms
and has ever been open to foreign ideas.
     “Ibn Warraq has written a bril l iant and luminous book
of cultural analysis and intellectual history. He reminds us
of so many precious things in the West - and of it - that are
worth upholding in the face of critics who enjoy Western
liberties and denigrate them at the same time.” Prof. Fouad
Ajami
Hardback, 300 pages, l ist price $28.00, our price. $19.95.

The Keynesian Episode

The late W. H. Hutt was a preeminent and
persistent critic of the economic theories
of  John Maynard Keynes. In The
Keynesian Episode, he presents a compre-
hensive review of  Keynes’ s General
Theory, including the finest critique to date
of the Acceleration Principle. He questions

the very legitimacy of Keynes’s fundamental epistemology. 449
pages. Hardback, $16.00, paperback $10.00

The Servile State has endured as Hilaire
Belloc’s most important political work.
The effect of socialist doctrine on capi-
talist society, he wrote, is to produce a
third thing different from either—the
servile state, today commonly called the
welfare state. 208 pages. Hardback
$20.00, paperback $10.00.

The Ser vile State

Despite the centralizing tendencies of
the American national government in
the twentieth century, there have been
surprisingly few books defending the
federal system. Felix Morley’s Free-
dom and Federalism, which examines
the root causes of the problem, was thus
a pioneering achievement when it first
appeared in 1959. 352 pages. Hardback

Freedom and Federalism

$15.00, paperback $10.00.

This is one of those gems of a book
that is too often ignored. Here various
authors, including Friedman, Hayek,
Ekirch and Morley, contribute essays
exploring the role of the individual in
modern society. 382 pages, hardback
$15.00, paperback $10.00.

Essays on Individuality

Fourteen essays explore the central prob-
lem of modern society—the decline of  free
institutions and the growth of the state.
Among the essays are “ State and Society,”
by Felix Morley; “The Monstrosity of Gov-
ernment,” by John Lukacs; and “ The Guar-
anteed Economy and I ts Future,”  by
Jonathan R. T. Hughes. 544 pages, hard-
back $15.00, paperback $10.00

The Polit icization of Society

E.G. West presents a short, readable in-
troduction to the life, work and ideas of
Adam Smith. 256 pages, hardback
$16.00, paperback $10.50.

Adam Smith:
The M an and His Work

Laissez Faire News & Review
This publication is sent out monthly as a service of Laissez
Faire Books, a subdivision of the International Society for
Individual Liberty. It is only available in PDF format and
is for free distribution, so you are welcome to pass it along
to others or to your own email lists. To subscribe send an
email to: laissezfairebooks.gmail.com.



November/December                                   Laissez Faire Books 12

In his wide-ranging new book, best-sell-
ing author Mark Skousen reflects on the
myriad ways economic analysis affects
our l ives. He writes, “Economists apply
the principles of cost-benef it and welfare
analysis to all kinds of legal issues, anti-
trust, labor, discrimination, environment,
commercial regulations, punishments
and awards.” One might add economic analysis of gun rights,
racial discrimination, drug abuse and professional sports. Eco-
nomic analysis has revolutionized the investment world (the
popularity of stock index funds, for instance). Paperback, 334
pages, l ist price $19.95, our price $12.95.

The Power of
Economic Thinking

Auberon Herbert (1838–1906) is an
eloquent, forceful, and uncompromis-
ing defender of l iberty—indeed, in the
judgment of Richard M. Ebeling he is
“one of the most important and articu-
late advocates of l iberty in the last two
hundred years.” Herbert was a major
participant in the profound and wide-

ranging intellectual ferment of the late Victorian age. He for-
mulated a system of “thorough” individualism that he described
as “voluntaryism.” To Herbert, “you will not make people wiser
and better by taking liberty of  action from them. A man can
learn only when he is free to act.” 426 pages, hardback $18.00,
paperback $10.00.

Right and Wrong of
Compulsion by the State

In this concise and elegant work, first pub-
lished in 1952, Bertrand de Jouvenel pur-
posely ignores the economic evidence that
redistributional efforts sap incentives and
are economically destructive. Rather, he
stresses the commonly disregarded ethical
arguments showing that redistribution is

The Ethics of
Redistr ibution

ethically indefensible for, and practically unworkable in, a com-
plex society. 118 pages. Hardback $15.00, paperback $10.00.

Fugitive Essays
Frank Chodorov profoundly influenced
the intellectual development of the post—
World War II l ibertarian movement. These
essays have been assembled for the f irst
time from Chodorov’s writings in maga-
zines, newspapers, books, and pamphlets.
They sparkle with his individualistic per-
spective on politics, human rights, social-
ism, capitalism, education, and foreign

affairs. 430 pages. Hardback $20.00, paperback $12.00.

The greatest obstacle to rule of  law in our
time, contends the author of this thought-
provoking work, is the problem of
overlegislation. In modern democratic so-
cieties, legislative bodies are increasingly
usurping functions that were and should
be exercised by individuals or groups
rather than government. The result is an
unwieldy surfeit of laws and regulations

Freeom and the Law

that by their sheer volume stifle individual freedom. 274 pages,
hardback $20.00, paperback $10.00.

The Wor ks of Herbert Spencer

Spencer develops various specific
disast rous ramif i cations of  the
wholesale substitution of the princi-
ple of compulsory cooperation—the
statist principle—for the individual-
ist principle of voluntary coopera-
tion. His theme is that “there is in
society . . . that beautiful self-adjust-
ing principle which will keep all its

The M an Versus
the State

elements in equilibrium. . . . The attempt to regulate all the
actions of a community by legislation will entail l i ttle else
but misery and compulsion.” 550 pages, hardback $16.00,
paperback $10.00

Though almost forgotten today,
Herbert Spencer ranks as one of
the foremost individualist phi-
losophers. His influence in the
latter half of  the nineteenth cen-
tury was immense.

     Spencer’s name is usually
linked with Darwin’s, for it was
he who penned the phrase, “sur-
vival of  the f ittest.”  Today in
America he is most often admired

The Principles of Ethics

for his trenchant essays in The Man Versus the State. But
Spencer himself considered The Principles of Ethics to be
his finest work. In the second volume, under “Justice,” is
his final statement on the role of the state. His formula for
justice is summed up in these words: “Every man is free to
do that which he wills, provided he infringes not the equal
freedom of any other man.” Two volumes, 1,136 pages, hard-
back $25.00. Paperback, $15.00.
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There is nothing that that spreads faster
than a global warming scare story even
when it is false. The latest is that the
famed Northwest Passage is now open,
supposedly for the first time.
     The BBC dramatically reported on
September 14, 2007 that: “The most di-
rect shipping route from Europe to Asia
is fully clear of  ice for the f irst time since
records began.”  But those records only
began in 1978.
     The first time!! !! Really? How can
they say that? They previously reported
on September 10, 2000 that: “A Canadian
police patrol boat has completed a voy-
age through the fabled Northwest Passage
without encountering any pack ice.”
    How many “first times” are there at the
BBC? Is this the environmental equiva-
lent being a virgin, again?
    National Geographic reports the Pas-
sage “is ice free for the f irst time since

Warming alarmists prefer hyster ia over history.

satell ite records began in 1978”.
     Slashdot announced “ Impassable
Northwest Passage Opens For First Time
in History”. Canada.com referred to the
Passage as the “historically impassable
maritime shortcut”. Associated Press re-
ported that the ice melt is “raising the pos-
sibil ity that the Northwest Passage that
eluded famous explorers will become an
open shipping lane.” Saying it eluded
them is pretty clear. No one has ever been
through the Northwest Passage because
of heavy ice.
     The Melbourne Herald-Sun called the
Passage “the dreamed of yet historically
impassable maritime shortcut...” The en-

vironmental site Environmental Graffiti
reports that “Explorers have searched for
it for centuries and failed.” The it being
the Northwest Passage. But they report
that now it has been discovered thanks to
“our malignant l ittle friend: global warm-
ing.” The New York Post has also told the
world that until now, the Northwest Pas-
sage has “eluded explorers”. And Scien-
tific American has called this a “histori-
cally impassable route”.
     You get the drift. The world’s media
is reporting variations on the same theme.
Google news shows almost 1,300 outlets
reporting this story. The basic claim is that
the Passage is passable today and this is
the first time in recorded history. Some
mention that the recorded history is since
1978, while others make it sound like this
is the first since human history began, a
much longer period and a far more dra-
matic claim. Either claim is false. As

noted the BBC re-
ported the exact same
story in 2000.
     We should also
look at the claim that
the ice has always
been so thick that the
Northwest Passage
has been “ historically
impassable”. Most at-
tempts by explorers to
find this passage hap-
pened during the Lit-
tle Ice Age. I would
think they would have
had great dif f iculty

making it through the Passage under ice
age conditions. But are they saying that
after the Little I ce Age ended that no one
has made it through the Passage? They
seem to be.
     The problem is that ships have sailed
through the Northwest Passage before to-
day and long before a police patrol did it
in 2000. It has happened numerous times.
The historically impassable route has
been passed through many times.
     Here is a photo (see next page) of the
St. Roch. It’s a wooden ship, not some
massive, metall ic icebreaker. According
to the Vancouver Maritime Museum web

site, this 104 foot wooden ship sailed
through the Northwest Passage from 1940
to 1942, that was from west to east. In
1944 it did it again from from east to west.
King George VI  awarded Captain Henry
Larsen, and the crew, the Polar Medal for
making the 1944 voyage.
     The Maritime Museum also includes
a little information about the Northwest
Passage as well. And they specifically
mention that the famed Norwegian ex-
plorer Roald Amundsen “became the first
person to sail the entire Passage from east
to west”  and that was in 1906.
     Remember that police patrol boat that
went through the Passage on the other
“ f irst” time in 2000? I t was actually
named the St. Roch II. I t sailed the same
route as the first St. Roch as a fund raiser
to help preserve the original ship. They
were re-enacting the previous voyage
from 60 years earlier.
      The USS Storis made the journey in
1957 as a US Coast Guard history of the
ship mentions. They do claim, falsely, that
this trip “ended a 450-year search for the
Northwest Passage”  neglecting to men-
tion the St. Roch did it twice before them
and Amundsen did so as well. Here is a
photo of the Storis during its 1957 trip
through the Northwest Passage.
     A Dutch businessman, Willy de Roos,
56, made a solo voyage through the
Northwest Passage in 1977 which the
Canadian Broadcasting Network reported
widely. They also reported on the S.S.
Manhattan making the trip through the
Passage in 1969
     A couple of  Canadians, Mike Beedell
and Jeffrey MacInnis, sailed through the
Northwest Passage using a catamaran
with wind power only. That was in 1988.
And in 1985 there was a diplomatic row
between the U.S. and Canada because the
ship, the Polar Sea, was setting sail
through the Northwest Passage and hadn’t
asked Canadian permission. The U.S. ar-
gued it was international waters and
Canada said it wasn’t.
     Even tourists on the M.V. Lindblad, a
Swedish ship, have traveled through the
Northwest Passage. They did it with luxu-

Continued on next page
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rious food and in comfort. The trip was a
40 day trip f rom Newfoundland to Japan
via the Passage and cost the tourists
$16,000 to $22,000 in 1984! The captain
was interviewed by Canadian radio and
said that the ice was in retreat and the
water was open. That was back during the
time when the panic mongers were push-
ing the global cooling theory. The
Lindblad made a second trip through the
Passage in 1988.

     In 1977 another
Canadian ship, with
four Canadians,
made the trip
through the Passage
as well. A t one
point of  their trip
they sailed together
with the Dutch
busi nessman who
was making the
sol o trip. So you
had two dif ferent
ships traveling
through the “ his-
torically i mpass-
able” Passage at the
same time. I guess
that is the Passage’s

equivalent of a rush hour.
     With just a few minutes of research
we were able to compile twelve cases of
vessels traveling through the Northwest
Passage. Yet major media outlets from
around the world are pretending that such
trips have never been possible until this
year. The BBC didn’t even check their
own web site.
     Once “ global warming” is mentioned

all critical faculties are shut down in the
media. They don’t verify facts. They just
repeat the claims that are made.
     We simply don’t how often the North-
west Passage has been relatively ice free
before the 1978 satell ite data started be-
ing collected. But we do have two differ-
ent But given that the planet has been
much warmer than today, in the past, it is
likely the Passage has been ice free on
many occasions.
    Regardless of that, the history of  ships
traveling through the Northwest Passage
has been well documented. This is not
conjecture or guessing. It is a historical
fact. We’ve had small wooden ships do
it, luxury tourist boats, a solo voyage, and
numerous other incidents.
     The only reason I can think of that
explains why journalists, who repeated
the false claims of this story, didn’t bother
to do any research is because these claims
have been linked to global warming. They
don’t want to be called “deniers”  by the
warming alarmists. Global warming to
the Lef t is what “ terrorism”  is to the
Right. It is an issue that is meant to be so
scary that one is supposed to close down
their mind, repeat the slogans, and obey.

Though the United States is the world
leader in science and technology,
many of its citizens display a shock-
ing ignorance regarding basic scien-
tific facts. Recent surveys have re-
vealed that only about half of  Ameri-
cans realize that humans have never
lived side by side with dinosaurs, and
about the same number reject the idea
that humans developed from earlier
species of  animals. This lack of
knowledge in the face of overwhelm-
ing scientific evidence for evolution
springs f rom a number of negative
influences in contemporary society:
poor secondary education in some re-
gions of the country, misinformation
in the mass media, and deliberate ob-
fuscation by supporters of
Creationism and Intell igent Design.

The Top Ten Myths about
Evolution

     In this concise, accessible, “myth-
buster’s handbook,” educators Cameron
M. Smith and Charles Sullivan clearly
dispel the ten most common myths about
evolution, which continue to mislead av-
erage Americans. Using a refreshing, jar-
gon-free style, they set the record straight
on claims that evolution is “just a theory,”
that Darwinian explanations of l ife un-
dercut morality, that Intell igent Design is
a legitimate alternative to conventional
science, that humans come from chim-
panzees, and six other popular but erro-
neous notions.
     Smith and Sullivan’s reader-friendly,
solidly researched text will serve as an
important tool, both for teachers and
laypersons seeking accurate information
about evolution.

By Cameron Smith &  Charles Sullivan

Paperback, 200 pages.
L ist price $14.00
Our price $10.95
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n this enlightening analysis of
key New Testament texts, his-
torian of  early Christianity
Gerd Lüdemann discusses the
inherently intolerant attitude
that has characterized mono-
theistic belief  systems gener-
ally and Christianity in particu-
lar. As Lüdemann points out,

Christianity evolved within the context of the pluralistic
Roman Empire, which generally allowed separate belief
systems as long as political allegiance to the Roman state
was never questioned. Ironically, Christians inherited their
essential intolerance from Judaism, whose first command-
ment is the expression of a jealous God: “ I am the Lord
your God.... Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”
After Christianity became the state religion of Rome, tol-
erance disappeared and did not reappear on the world stage
until the European Enlightenment of the 18th century. Hard-
cover, 281 pages, l ist price $28.00, our price $19.95.

Intolerance
and the Gospel The will ingness of people to believe

in magical icons, mystical relics, and
miraculous pictures (l ike the Image of
Guadalupe) is almost as curious as
these phenomena themselves. Though
they cry out for scientific investigation,
mill ions of people blindly accept them
as fact.
     Historical and paranormal investi-
gator Joe Nickell conf ronts such
strange events, powers, and objects as
the Shroud of Turin, bleeding or weep-

Looking for a Miracle

ing statues, burning handprints, l iquefying blood, ecstatic vi-
sions, miraculous cures, and people speaking in tongues in Look-
ing for a Miracle. Departing from standard critiques of reli-
gion, Nickell carefully investigates the evidence relating to spe-
cific claims. Paperback, 253 pages, l ist price $23.00, our price
$17.95. Audio version, $19.95.

Unwarranted Intrusions

Financial commentator M artin
Fridson turns his eye to the all too
common problem of government in-
tervention in the marketplace. He
takes a close look at government
favoritism towards special interest
groups, showing how political med-
dling hurts the economy and aver-
age citizens in particular. Hardback
309 pages, l ist price $24.95, our price
$14.95.

Think Free to
L ive Free
Aimed at political burnouts
and others Claire Wolf gives us
a workbook with fun and help-
ful exercises to examine
motivations, priorities, values,
and measures of success, im-
portant for determining how
much comfort one is willing to
invest for a “ cause.” This is an
interest ing combinat ion of
self-help manual and humor:

instructive, insightful, well-written, organized, and funny. Use
it yourself or give it as a gift to the burnouts in your l ife! Paper-
back, 124 pages, list price $14.95. Our price $12.95.

None of the Above

One Nation Under Therapy
Christina Hoff Sommers &  Sally Satel
Americans have traditionally placed great
value on self-reliance and fortitude. But
in recent decades, we’ve seen the rise of
the therapeutic ethic that views people as
emotionally underdeveloped, psychically
frail, and requiring the help of mental
health professionals to deal with l ife’s
problems. Paperback, 310 pages, l ist
price $13.95, our price $10.95.

Sy Leon makes an elegant case that peo-
ple should be free to mind their own
business and not be set upon by politi-
cians. With beguiling logic Leon, who
taught the freedom philosophy for a dec-
ade with Robert M. Lefevre, challenges
the view that government intervention
is essential to keep society functioning
and prevent chaos.
     Leon expresses fundamental issues
quite well. Example: “although some of
the goods and services provided by government are essential, it
is not essential that they be provided by government. On the
contrary, the private market place, operating on the principle of
voluntary cooperation and exchange, is not only able to pro-
vide these goods and services, but can provide them more effi-
ciently and for less money.” Paperback, 191 pages, $12.95.

Adver tising?
I f you are interested in adver tising
wr ite laissezfairebooks@gmail.com
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www.TVLiberty.blogspot.com

HOW TO ORDERBubbles have played a major role in the
world economy over the past 20 years, first
in stocks and now in home prices. The vola-
ti l i ty of asset prices seriously threatens eco-
nomic stabil ity.
     John P. Calverley, chief  economist and
strategist at American Express Bank, ex-

plores in this controversial book why bubbles occur, focusing
on the interactions between interest rate policy and the psy-
chology of investor behavior.
     In this readable guide, Calverley argues that we can identify
bubbles as they emerge and can prevent them f rom inflating
too far by designing “speed limits” on bank lending. He dis-
cusses how investors can protect themselves from bubbles, fo-
cusing on avoiding their worst effects by holding a diverse port-
folio and adjusting away from bubbling assets. Hardback, 220
pages, l ist price $29.95. Our price $19.95 L imited.

Bubbles: How to
Survive Them

We’ve all heard about the “ CIA black sites”
and the alleged torture in Guantanamo Bay,
but until now these controversies have been
shrouded in spin and doublespeak. Award-
winning journalist Stephen Grey sets the
record straight in Ghost Plane, a disturbing
and informative account of what the CIA
calls “rendition”—the transfer of prisoners
to jails around the world where torture is routine.
     Grey’s research is fascinating; this book is packed with in-
side information that documents in detail the horrors that some
prisoners (including some innocent men) have undergone. As
the introduction warns, this book is “ not for the squeamish.” It
is, however, an important and controversial book, and a must
read for anyone looking to be informed on the darkest side of
the War on Terror. The Founding Fathers would weep if they
realized what has become of their shinning city on the hil l.
Hardback, 372 pages, l ist price $25.95, our price $16.95.

“An explosive new book provides a rare glimpse into the full
extent of the Agency’s controversial terror renditions.”

—Time

Ghost Plane

Because of the transition it wil l take a few weeks to reinstate
an automatic ordering process. Here is our temporary order-
ing system.

Step 1. Send an email to laissezfairebooks@gmail.com with
the list of the titles you wish to order. Indicate whether you
want paperback or hardback. Include the full shipping ad-
dress. Do not include any credit card details at this time.

Step 2. Dext determine how you want the items shipped and
how fast you want delivery. Here are your options:

US Postal Service
Media Mail 6 days
Priority Mail
Express Mail

UPS delivery
UPS ground
UPS 3 day select
UPS 2nd day air
UPS Next day air

USPS media mail is cheapest. Most orders arrive within 7
business days but sometimes take longer. We can NOT re-
place USPS shipments unless insurancd. Under $50 value is
$1.65, up to $100 is $2.05, up to $200 is $2.45 and up to
$300 is $4.60. For larger order insurance contact us. If you
want a tracking number the cost is 75¢ extra. If you don’t
want to take a risk  go with UPS. UPS shipments are track-
able and insured. Lost orders will be replaced. If you want
insurance or tracking please indicate it.

Step 3. Email the above information we need to us for
processing. We will  email you a detailed invoice bases on
these details. California residents will be required to pay sales
tax unfortunately.

Step 4. When you receive the invoice it wil l have instruc-
tions on how you can use PayPal to pay for your order. Or
you will be able to call our toll free number with the pay-
ment details. Your books will be shipped as soon as possible
after payment is received.

Thank you. Your order  helps spread the libertar ian
message around the wor ld.


